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Public Consultation. 
Traffic issues Station Road – School traffic is turning on the corners of the land adjacent to the 
school causing damage to bollards and potentially fencing. – It was agreed to add this matter to the 
next Highways meeting and for the clerk to advise BW in advance. 
Open Space maintenance – Concern was expressed that the decision had been made to grass this 
area rather than the original plan to maintain it as a wild flower area. Cllr Walker advised the points 
made would be considered under the appropriate agenda item. 
 Victoria Hotel – Concerns were raised regarding the fencing and the parking situation at the site. 
Cllr Leppington advised that legal proceedings were still under consideration and committed to 
obtaining a current status from the county which would be fed back to the clerk. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th January 2017 at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 32 
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs W. Anderson, F. Bihlmeier, T. Firman, C. Kenny, J. Larkham, G 
Murray, S O’Leary & T Weeden. County Cllr R Leppington & District Cllr R Boyles 
In Attendance: The Clerk + 7 members of the Public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence 

Cllr T Firman & District Cllr Phelps 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 28th November 2016 

After consideration the minutes were duly adopted. 
4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda 
Litter Bins – Received but yet to be installed. Clips available from Glasdon’s will not fit lamp 
or telegraph posts 

 Additional burial land – No further progress. 
 Hedging Station Road – Completed and paid for in December monthly payments 

The Green – The planning application for the removal of the diseased chestnut tree on the 
green has been submitted to FoDDC 
Parking on Zebra crossing – A letter has been sent to Langdon’s nursery re customer parking 
on the crossing. No response has been received to date. 

 Jubilee Bench – Refurbishment complete and bench re installed in original location. 
Xmas light improvement grant application – The Clerk advised he had received a letter from 
the grant body confirming that a grant would not be approved.  

 Ground mounted litter bins – Installed and invoice cleared in December monthly payments 
 Embankment – Contract awarded to Oakdean as agreed at November meeting 

Transfer of toilets from FoDDC – No response has been received to my e mail in October. 
This item has been removed from the agenda until such time as further contract from FoDDC 
had been made. 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters on Agenda dealt with by agenda item 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
County Cllr Leppington advised that the budget is currently out for consultation. With central 
government grants reducing and rising costs it was difficult to keep all areas covered 
financially. He was also concerned that the lengthsman scheme which had proved successful 
would also be dropped. Feeling that the system was cost effective and well received in the 
parishes he planned to defend its retention. 
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Concerns that the forest area was not receiving its fair share of police cover has been shared 
with the Police and Crime Commissioner who committed to taking this up with the 
constabulary. Increase in boar numbers is a growing concern and West Dean parish council is 
considering setting up a steering committee (involving all parish councils) to try to put 
pressure on central government to fund control activity. Replacement of the kissing gate by 
St Peters school has been approved and would be completed during March. 
District Cllr Boyles advised that Northern Quarter funding would be announced shortly. The 
budget would require a 2% increase in council tax but that would be insufficient to cover all 
rising costs, the local authority pension fund in particular required significant support this 
year. Fundamental changes planned would remove any further financial liability over a 
period of the next 10 years. Further cost savings needed to be achieved for the budget to 
balance. Capital strategy group plans should realise an income stream from rentals within 
the Northern quarter which would support expenditure in future years. New affordable 
homes would be financed through the release of council house sales funds held for many 
years. The strategy for the building program was yet to be agreed 

Financial 
7. Financial Statement 

The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were received and duly approved 

Highways  
8. To Receive an update on pole installation and S106 reclaim from Highways and Consider a 

process for rotating the unit around the village. 
Reclaim of the expenditure for this item has been submitted to Highways. G Meek is happy 
to add the rotation for the sign to his work schedule. Once the poles have been installed the 
activity can be understood and a quotation submitted. One pole (at least) has been installed 
in Dean Road, clerk to chase highways for the rest. 

Community 
9. To Consider Planning applications received 

 P1285/17/FUL & P1286/17/LBC The Club High Street, - Erection of two storey 
extension and refurbishment to frontage 
After discussion it was Resolved to strongly support this application. 

10. To receive an update on land registration and Consider approval of related expenditure 
(£400 max) 
After discussion it was Resolved to approve the out-looked cost and instruct the solicitor to 
proceed. 

11. To Consider a request from the Fair Trade committee to mount a sign at the entrances to 
the village identifying Newnham as a fair trade village. 
It was agreed to support the request to position a sign at both entrances to the village on the 
A48. Discussions with Highways have confirmed that signs must conform to certain highways 
requirements. Having identified a possible need for some funding support the fair trade 
committee were recommended to submit a grant application for consideration in March. 

12. To Receive an update on the procurement of the notice boards for the old bus shelter. 
The clerk confirmed that the notice boards (and location sign) had been received. It was 
Resolved the clerk should arrange for the fitment of these at the bus shelter and the 
Armoury Hall /Defibrillator sign up to a value of £200 prior to the next meeting. 
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13. To  Receive the report by Geomex re the survey of the bridge at the green. 

The engineering survey identified the actions required to repair the bridge which should also 
prevent further issues in the future. The clerk was requested to seek updated quotations for 
the bridge repair and the planned general work in this area ready for grant applications to be 
submitted  

14. To receive an update on the installation of the defibrillator. 
The defibrillator is now fitted and operational. 

15. To Receive an update on the modified quotation for the Clock control mechanism and 
possible grant support for the full upgrade. 
A further quote has been received whereby the mechanism only would be replaced, 
reducing the cost by 50%. It would however require manual corrections for stoppages and 
summer time changes. It was agreed that grant support for the fully automated system 
should be pursued and if unsuccessful the manual option would be considered. Cllr walker to 
speak to the school regarding a learning experience for the children which would support the 
grant application. 

16. To receive an update from Cllr Weeden on the purchase of history boards for the village. 
Cllr Weeden confirmed that investigations were progressing well and he hoped to bring 
formal quotations to the next meeting. 

17. To Receive a quotation for the installation of a gate at the bottom of the Churchyard and 
 the result of Diocese contact re support and permission. 
It was Resolved to accept the quote of £632 for the installation of the new gate and bollard 
repair of £82 from K J Morris. The clerk advised that no discussion had taken place to date 
with the diocese as the costs were only made available last week. He would now make an 
approach to them to share the funding 50/50. 

18. To Consider the benefits of generating a Parish Neighbourhood plan. 
After discussion it was agreed that there were some merits in pursuing the development of a 
plan but that it would require considerable effort. The clerk advised that there was 
(sometime ago) funding available to support plan development. He committed to checking 
with GAPTC if funding as available and if there was a recommended process and format for 
the development of the plan, ready for further discussions at the February meeting. 

19. To Consider actions relevant to fly tipping outside the SiIver Fox Café. 
After discussion it was agreed that as this was private land council had no authority over this 
activity. The clerk was requested to write to the owner (if they could be identified) 
requesting them to take action. 

20. To Consider approving an auditor for the 2016/17 financial year. 
After discussion it was Resolved to engage IAC at a cost of £185 + vat. 

21. To Receive a report from Cllrs Firman, Kenny & O’Leary re the parking review. 
Cllr O’ Leary gave an overview of a number of suggestions and possibilities for improving 
parking. Some would require significant investment that would only be viable via support 
from new housing developments through S106 type agreements. Others may be more viable 
to introduce short term. It was agreed that a further update would be made at the February 
meeting and that he would attend the next Highways meeting to share some of the ideas 
with Brian Watkins. 
Concern was also expressed that the PCSO and street warden responsibilities regarding 
parking within the village were not fully understood. The clerk was requested to clarify this 
with both parties. 
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22. To Consider a report on maintenance issues identified by Cllrs Firman & Walker. 
Cllr Walker advised that he and Cllr Firman had conducted a tour of the village looking for 
maintenance issues. A number had been identified and he would generate proposals for 
action ready for the February meeting. 

23. To approve work by PC Rescue to conduct the annual update of the anti virus program for 
the parish PC and transfer office 365 to the new PC 
It was Resolved to approve the activity up to a value of £100. 

24. To Consider approval of a fee £400 fee for registration of land requested by the Parish 
Solicitor. 
This is a repeat agenda item, covered in item 10 

Other Matters 
25. To consider correspondence received to date 

An e- mail from a parishioner re the decision of council to grass the open space rather than 
develop it as a wild flower meadow was considered.  
Cllr Walker advised that as the decision had been made within the last six months, 6 
councillors would have to express a desire to reconsider the subject so that it could be 
discussed again at the February meeting. Should these request be received by the clerk it will 
be added to the next agenda. 
A  request from St Peters School to hold a fund raising event on the playing field was 
considered. After discussion it was agreed that they could use the playing field on the 24th 
May to hold a circus event, providing adequate insurance and risk assessment activity had 
been undertaken. The request to allow cars to be parked on the field was declined due to 
concerns over damage to the surface if it was wet at the time of the event, and because of 
the limited access through a single gateway. The clerk was requested to advise them that in 
the past Barry Boseley had allowed parking in his field adjacent to the playing field and that 
he should be approached 

26. Matters for the Next Agenda 
Boar access to churchyard – Cllr Bihlmeier to check heights of walls as if they are too low it 
would negate the benefit of the gate. 
Post office letter to MP – Clerk to chase. 
HGV Sign Dean Road – needs relocating add to Highways discussion 
Water on steps at Sheens Meadow – Add to Highways discussion. 
Removed Bollard outside post office – Clerk to check whereabouts with Highways. 

27. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

 As previously published Monday 27th March 2017 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………..                                       Date………………………. 

 


