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Public Consultation 
St Peter’s School- A representative of the school advised council that there is an intention to submit 
a grant application for discussion at the March meeting. The school needs to expand to remain 
financially viable. Although some funding was available the school needed to raise 10% of the total 
sum involved. It was hoped that the council would look favourably on any application submitted. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 27th February 2017 at 6.50 p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 36 
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs W. Anderson, F. Bihlmeier, T. Firman, C. Kenny, J. Larkham, G 
Murray, S O’Leary & T Weeden. County Cllr R Leppington & District Cllrs R Boyles & S Phelps. 
In Attendance: The Clerk + 1 member of the Public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence 

None 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 30th January 2017 

After consideration the minutes were duly adopted. 
4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda  
 The Green – The planning application for the removal of the diseased chestnut tree has been 

submitted and a decision awaited.  
Boar proof gate churchyard – The gate has been installed and payment is included in the 
February statement. Shared funding will be considered by the PCC at the March meeting. 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters covered by agenda item 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
County Cllr Leppington advised council that the budget for the coming year has been set 
with a 2% increase to support social care activities. This however was insufficient to cover all 
expenditure requirements, so savings would have to be made in other areas. The 
lengthsman scheme will be continued, with additional resource to allow each district to have 
a dedicated team. Highways has also seen a budget increase of £6m to assist in road repairs 
in the county. Bus services (particularly the 23 service) are a concern due to regular 
breakdowns. This is being looked into by county officials.  The Vic Hotel activity is on-going, 
but more detailed information is not available due to the legal situation. However, he 
assured council that at county level the outstanding issues were being addressed. 
District Cllr Boyles advised that the FoDDC budget had also been set with an increase of 2%. 
Northern Quarter funding has now been secured for the new college, which is planned to 
open in 2019.  Future by elections will be funded direct from FoDDC to ease the budget 
reserves burden on Parishes with income of less than £100K. District Cllr expenses have 
been increased by 2% after recommendation by an independent review body. This has been 
agreed to try to encourage a wider demographic makeup of the district council. An 
additional planning officer is being recruited to ease the work load on the planning 
department. Concern has been expressed by some residents (to councillors) that although a 
planning officer is appointed as responsible for the consideration of the application, they do 
not accompany the conservation officer on site visits. District Cllr Phelps, supported Cllr 
Boyles comments and added that the recent by election had seen an increase in the 
independent/ green party contingent on the district council. He also added that Fracking was 
recently opposed 100% by councillors. 
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Financial 
7. Financial Statement 

The monthly financial statement was received and approved 
Monthly payments were received and approved. 

8. To Consider renewing the 5 year clock maintenance contract with Smiths of Derby at a cost 
              of £1050 inc vat and suspension of standing order requiring two quotes. 
              After discussion and recognising that the clock mechanism was bespoke, and a unique 
              product from of Smiths of Derby, (making competitive quotes difficult) it was Resolved to 
              accept the renewal fee against a single quotation. 
Highways  
9. To Receive an update on pole installation and S106 reclaim from Highways. 

Two poles have been installed and locations for the other two agreed. Waiting install date 
from Highways. S106 refund submitted to Highways, waiting payment. 

10. To Receive a report from the highways working party and their recent meeting with  
Brian Watkins. 
A number of issues were discussed with Brian Watkins.   
HGV signs – Agreed as not visible, Clerk to request B W to consider physical re location due 
to very poor visibility particularly in one direction. 
Gulley Clearance – Previous gulley clearance attempts have been hampered by parked 
vehicles. BW to request Amey to re visit. 
School parking / Turning – Not a Highways issue, The Clerk was requested to write to Two 
Rivers requesting a meeting to discuss possible parking opportunities on the oval grassed 
area. 
Steps Sheen’s meadow – B W to investigate. 
Top Zebra Crossing – Visibility issues raised, BW to investigate. 

Community 
11. To Consider Planning applications received. 

P0248/17/TCA Dean House High Street – removal of two Silver Birch Trees. 
After discussion it was Resolved “No Objection” to this application. 

12. To Receive an update on the possible grant support for the full upgrade of the Clock control 
Mechanism. 
The Clerk advised that he had further conversations with the school and was waiting for a    
response. Cllr Walker committed to arranging a meeting with the school. 

13. To receive an update from Cllr Weeden on the purchase of history boards for the village. 
Initial estimates available, formal quotes to be obtained from selected suppliers. 

14. To Consider a report on maintenance issues identified by Cllrs Firman & Walker. 
The Green- Community service team have been contacted by Cllr Firman to see if they are 
interested in conducting further clearance work. 
Brambles & Ivy at the Beeches – Clerk to obtain quotes to remove. 
Bench near war memorial – Bench in poor condition and after discussion it was agreed that 
the benches by the Horse trough are rarely used. It was agreed the Clerk should obtain 
quotes for relocation. 
Crossing bollards – After discussion it was agreed the bollards near the crossings should be 
painted and that councillors would perform the required work themselves. 
Public right of way Sign at Church yard – Clerk to get quote 
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15. To Consider quotations to re line tennis court in the MUGA. 

After discussion it was Resolved to accept the quote from Sports Surfacing Solutions to 
reline all areas at a cost of £840 inc vat. 

16. To reconsider the decision to grass the open space rather than plant as a wild flower area. 
After discussion it was Resolved to rescind the original decision and further Resolved to 
instruct Oakdean to prepare and maintain a wild flower area as per their original accepted 
quotation. It was  agreed to monitor the success over the two forthcoming seasons and re 
consider its effectiveness. The Clerk was requested to advise the parishioners who raised the 
issue of this decision and re instruct Oakdean. 

17. To consider attendees and venue for the free defibrillator training conduct by CHT. 
The Clerk was requested to agree a date with CHT for training in the Armoury Hall and 
advertise on notice boards and the web site for interested parties to contact him. Up to 50 
people can be accommodated. 

18. To further Consider the benefits of generating a Parish Neighbourhood plan. 
No further progress, the clerk was requested to seek further information on support 
available in plan generation. 

19. To Receive a report from Cllrs Firman & O’Leary regarding the parking review 
After discussion it was agreed that the conditions relating to the use of the Masonic Hall car 
park made this option non viable. Discussion on ownership of land behind the masonic car 
park resulted in the clerk being requested to try to establish any PC ownership of the area. 
Several options at the beeches are being explored, all would require wider public 
consultation, agreement from Glos CC (they own the land) and funding. Additional spaces 
around the Clock Tower were discussed with Highways and were discounted due to traffic 
management and safety issues. 

20. To Consider increasing the Newnham News publishing prep payment to £60 (from £30) 
After discussion it was agreed that an increase was appropriate given the hours spent in 
compilation of the newsletter. It was Resolved to increase the fee to £60 per edition. 
Effective from this current issue of the newsletter. 

21. To Consider a request from a parishioner for further web site host package changes 
enabling quicker processing of amendments  
(outlook £120 p.a. v current £56 + £150 set up) 
Concerns were raised that up load speed was more reliant on internet speeds than hosting 
issues. However, it was Resolved to approve the changes providing that the clerk discussed 
the potential improvements with the web designer and is satisfied the changes will make a 
significant difference. 
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Other Matters 
Procedural 
22.  Procedural review –  To identify procedural champions for the following Procedures: 
              Standing Order, Financial regulations, Freedom of Information, Risk assessment,  
              Grievance, Disciplinary, Complaints, Child Protection, Emergency Plan, Code of Conduct 
              ready for re adoption at the  Annual Parish Council Meeting in May. 

 It was agreed that Cllrs should review the same procedures as last year. The clerk was   
requested to advise each councillor on the relevant procedure and provide them with the 
pro forma review form 

23. To consider correspondence received to date. 
              None 
24. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Double parking at the beeches – Clerk to contact space holder 
25. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

Monday 27th March 2017 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10 PM. 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………..                                                            Date……………………….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


