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meetings and other infor-
mation on council activity. 
In this newsletter we will:  
Update you on the 
allocations plan  
Report the traffic 
calming measures in the 
village 
Give information on 
the deployment of defib-
rillators  
Give feedback on the 
A48 Forum 
Inform you about 
forthcoming maintenance 
in the village  
    Continue our Spot-

WELCOME to the 
summer edition of 
Newnham News.  

At the annual parish 
council meeting I was re-
elected chairman and To-
by Weeden was elected 
vice chairman. 

Following the recent 
county council elections 
we have a new county 
councillor, Richard Boyles, 
who is also one of our 
district councillors.  We 
look forward to working 
with Richard on county 
related matters.  

Our thanks go to Rich-
ard Leppington, our previ-
ous representative, for his 
work for the parish. 

The parish council also 
has a new member, Linda 
Love, who replaced Wen-
dy Anderson in April. Our 
thanks go to Wendy for 
her work during her ten-
ure as a parish councillor. 

More about Linda in 
our Spotlight on your 
councillors feature.  

Please look at our new 
website pages where you 
will find minutes of 

light on Councillors fea-
ture. (See Page 4) 
THANK you for your 
feedback from the last 
newsletter; your views are 
important and help to 
inform our decision mak-
ing.  

 I also thank everyone 
who has worked on The 
Chains, the garden in 
Beeches Road and the 
Peace Garden.  We are 
grateful for your help in 
making the village more 
attractive for everyone. 

Ian Walker, Chairman 

AS you know the wild 
boar population in the 
Forest is growing at an 
alarming rate. There have 
been incursions of boar 
into the churchyards at 
Parkend and St John’s, 
Cinderford.  

Although boar have 
yet to reach Newnham 
there have been sightings 
around the Haie estate 
and we decided to im-
prove the security of our 
churchyard by installing 
a new gate at the Ruddle 
end.  We now have gates 
at every churchyard en-

trance and remind you to 
ensure they are kept 
closed. Please help us to 

keep the churchyard se-
cure. The new gate is self 
closing, but the older 

wooden gates are not.  
We continue the work 

on plans to re-site some 
benches in the village to 
replace those that have 
become unsafe.  Also 
new signage is being pur-
chased for the church-
yard and repairs made to 
the gate in Church Road. 

The diseased horse 
chestnut has been felled 
on The Green and we are 
getting contractors to 
clear brambles and ivy 
from trees on The Beech-
es and to cut the hedges 
at the Riverside car park. 

Protecting and improving the village 

Boar protection, keep gates closed. 
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WE have now taken delivery of our speed warning 

sign which has been installed in Dean Road for the 

past few weeks.  

More poles are being installed in key locations 

in the village in the next few weeks which will 

enable us to move the speed sign around the 

village in an attempt to reduce traffic speeds, in 

particular in both directions in the centre of the 

village on the A48. 

Speeding signs are go 

IN previous newsletters we have 
outlined council’s plans to both 
improve the footpath at The 
Green and the need to repair the 
bridge. 

However, due to a number of 
factors, progress has been slow on 
this project but we are still hoping 
to make these improvements in 
the next twelve months.  

The bridge has been assessed 
by a structural engineer who has 
advised there are no major 
movement issues and remedial 
work to repair it will not be 
onerous.  

This will involve pinning and 
repointing the stonework, 
removing the concrete above the 
abutments and replacing the 
balustrade. 

We are also considering 
restoring the pathway and 
ensuring it is accessible to all by 
making it 1.4m wide.  

To improve the views from the 
path, council will consider 
removing some of the trees on the 
boundary overlooking Ruddle.  

This work would cost in the 
order of £15k and we hoped to 
apply for a grant from the 
Environmental Trust for the 
majority of the cost. However all 
of their funds are now allocated. 

Therefore we will be making an 
application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in August.  

We will know if we have been 
successful in December. 

As the site is of historical 
interest we have been consulting 

Historic England about our plans 
and they will monitor any work to 
the bridge and the footpath 
carefully.  

As part of the project we will 
consider installing history boards 
informing visitors of the 
fortifications that once stood here.  

We will keep you updated on 
our progress in future newsletters. 

Planning to 
preserve our  
Green heritage    

The Green: ambitious 
plans to improve this village 
asset. 
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EVERY six months parish 
councils from Minsterworth to 
the Welsh border meet with 
police, county council and 
district council representatives to 
address road safety on the A48.   

In May county council 
representatives reported that 
during this financial year it is 
planned resurfacing work will 
take place through Minsterworth 
to the top of Hunthill Road. 

Next year resurfacing is 
envisaged from Blakeney to 
Viney Hill crossroads and from 
Stroat to Tutshill. 

For Newnham the county 
council plan a road surfacing 
scheme in the High Street during 
the next financial year (although 
it is possible it may take place 
sooner).   

The Newnham speed 
indicator posts for the A48 will 
be up by the end of this July (see 
page left).   

The question of access to the 
Victoria Hotel frontage is to be 
the subject of legal action.   

Also included in the 
discussions was the 'to do' list 
that the county council 

maintains for Newnham 
following regular discussions 
with Newnham Councillors. 

This includes disabled 
parking bays by the Clock 
Tower, road markings at the 
Smithyman Court entrance and 
extended yellow lines in 
Beeches Road.   

The recent pothole work in 
the upper High Street will also 
need to be redone soon! 

The Police reps said the A48 
roadside cameras will move 
from 'wet film' to digital, 
meaning that when in the 
roadside boxes they could 
function for longer.  The casings 
may be upgraded so that they 
could give an impression of 
functioning even without the 
cameras.  Positioning may also 
be reviewed. 

Steve O’Leary  

A48 roadworks on the 

cards again for drivers? 

 

SOME time ago, through 
the good work of Cyril 
Barnes, a defibrillator was 
installed in The Club 
doorway.  

Recently the parish 
council was offered 
financial assistance to buy 
a second defibrillator 
which is now installed 
outside the Armoury Hall.  

To ensure we have as 
many people as possible 
able to use this lifesaving 
equipment an awareness 
session has been arranged 
for the 13th July in the 
Armoury Hall at 6.30pm.  

It will last for about 1½ 
hours and is open to 
everyone.  

To attend please contact 
the parish clerk.  See Page 
4 for contact details. 

Lifesaving support 

Image for illustration 
purposes only  

All change for cameras?  
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 Chair Ian Walker    07984695724  
 

 Toby Weeden (vice chair) 726342              

 

 Linda Love     510610   

 

 Felix Bihlmeier    510963 
 

 Trevor Firman     516303 

 

 Chris Kenny      510241 

 

 Joy Larkham                   07971554415 

    

 Graham Murray    516626 

 

 Steve O’Leary     517038

    

Parish Clerk 
Dave Tingle. CiLCA 

5 Fir View Road  
Ruspidge 

GL14 3AL 

 07469 204 604    

Email: nospc@hotmail.co.uk 

District Councillors 

Richard Boyles  07979755101 

Richard.Boyles@fdean.gov.uk 
 

Simon Phelps 01452 760765 

Simon.Phelps@fdean.gov.uk 

County Councillor 

Councillor Richard Boyles 

richard.boyles @gloucestershire.gov.uk  

LINDA Love is our 
newest parish 
councillor.  She has 
lived in Newnham 
for 25 years with 
her son Jim who 
attended 
Newnham St Pe-
ter’s School. 

Linda worked as a senior 
democratic services officer 
for Gloucester County 
Council for over 20 years. 

She was involved in 

planning, rights of 
way, traffic regula-
tion and school ad-
mission appeals 
amongst other 
things. 
Currently she is 
working at West-

bury Court Gardens for the 
National Trust.  

In her spare time she 
enjoys travelling the British 
Isles in her small camper 
van. 

Councillors in  

the Spotlight  

JOY Larkham has lived 
in Ruddle for nine 
years.  

Previously from 
Worcestershire, she 
worked in childcare 
from the time she left 
school until she re-
tired from full time 
work in 2007. 

Alongside that she 
worked as a nursing assis-
tant in a psychiatric hospital 

in Broms-
grove for 20 
years. 
Joy joined the 
council in 
2010.  
She also 
serves as a 
volunteer in 

our village community      
library and is on the Ar-
moury Village Hall com-
mittee. 

THE Allocations Plan is still being examined and 
additional hearing sessions with the inspector 
are arranged for mid-July.  Following the close 
of the hearings the main modifications will be 
finalised. This will also require a final formal 
consultation. 

For all it’s worth, the parish council 
submitted a written response on the further 

changes to the Allocations Plan announced in 
December 2016. 

Whilst the housing plans in the draft 
Allocations Plan are at an advanced stage, the 
district council has just embarked on a new 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
seeking to identify land for future plans. 

Whilst this complex process is grinding on it 
is understood that a planning application 
relating to land north of the village is imminent. 

… and still the talking continues! 


