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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 24th May 2021 at 7.00 p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road.  
Page 4 
Public consultation 
Tree sculpture – A request was made that council should consider holding the funds being raised for 
this project and manage the project once suitable designs and contractor was identified. Also 
ongoing public liability would be through the PC insurance. The school had been approached for 
support and potential designs from the pupils and workshops may be arranged around the time of 
the sculpting activity. Cllr Hughes advised that these points would be taken into consideration when 
item 23 was considered. 
Present: Chair.  Cllr N Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, C Kenny, J Larkham, S O’Leary, L. Love,  G. Moir, M 
Penny & S. Tempest. Plus the Clerk, County Cllr R Hoyland, District Cllr N Packer, and 2 member of 
the public. 
1. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

District Cllr R Boyles. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs Bihlmeier & Tempest advised that the chair of the Masons (re item 14) is a personal; 
friend to both. 

3. Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on the 4th May 2021 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 

4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Future meetings – Virtual meetings are no longer possible by law. All future meetings will be 
held face to face in public. Limitations on public numbers attending the meeting can be 
made whilst covid regulations apply. Full year schedule re issued to reflect changes. Zoom 
account now cancelled. 
Speed Sign – Cable have been delivered at a cost of £50 to enable diagnosis and future 
download of speed data. 
Allotment – Only three tenants remain to pay the tenancy fees for the coming year, 
reminders have been sent to them. Only one tenant released a plot this year, which has now 
been filled. The notice board has been moved to the allotment and the posts delivered to 
Gordon. A volunteer within the allotments will install it just inside the allotment gate. 
Lowther benches –Benches now installed on Green. The donation to PC funds has been 
received from the parishioner paying for the benches in memory of loved ones. 

5. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
District Cllr Packer responded to questions about the value of levelling up funding going to 
Hartbury rather than more central areas of the Forest. She also expressed regret that the 
cycle pathway project was not supported. It was acknowledged that foil collection was now 
being made possible during normal recycling, but an increase in the variety of plastics being 
collected has not changed.  
County Cllr Hoyland advised that a further 500 EV points were now being planned for the 
county. Cllr Hughes advised that council had been keen to participate in the first phase of the 
EV point roll out and that the Clerk has been in touch with the rollout team, with a 
commitment from them that at the relevant point the village would be considered. The Clerk 
advised he would send relevant e mails to Cllr Hoyland and contact the team direct to 
request info on the next phase of roll out.  
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6. To consider the current progress in the Victoria Hotel legal action by Glos CC against the 

current owner.  
The status of legal action would be pursued by Cllr Hoyland in the coming weeks. The Clerk 
committed to supplying background information to this long-standing activity. 
 

7. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters by agenda item. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for May was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments for May were received and duly approved.  

Procedural 
9. To receive an update from the Clerk on the 2020/21 internal audit 

The Clerk advised that three of the four observations were now complete and the fourth 
closed by the next meeting. A copy of the report would be posted on the website in the 
coming weeks 

10. To receive an update from the Clerk on the external Audit (PKF Littlejohn) 
The Clerk advised that all documentation had been supplied to the auditor and that a 
response would be expected in August. Details of the public rights to view accounts would be 
detailed in the June meeting. 

11. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for, Burial ground, 
Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance provider. 
With the allotments activity complete, Cllr Hughes and the Clerk would work on the Burial 
ground assessment and any resulting actions. 

Community 
12. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes, Tempest & Moir re Telephone box group meeting. 

Cllr Moir advised that the group’s fund raising was ongoing with approx. £1,300 raised to 
date. Although not enough to enable full refurbishment, significant work could now be 
funded. Agreement on proposals for future repurposing has yet to be agreed within the 
community group. 

13. To Consider further the council’s legal right of way across land owned by the Masonic Hall. 
(to be taken in committee at the end of normal business) 
Discussions regarding a number of parking options including EV points took place. 
However, it was agreed that council were unable to form a view on negotiations whilst the 
full scheme of development plans by the Masons remained unknown. The Clerk was 
instructed to request more detailed plans for area from the Masons which could be shared 
via the working party. It was also agreed that the area of land in question should be cleared 
so that its position and size could be easily identified. The Clerk was instructed to request 
Complete Gardeners to clear the area. 

14. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P0419/21/FUL & P0420/21/LBC 2 Victoria Villas – replacement of single storey 
extension and associated works. Resolved “No objection” 

• P2047/20/FUL Eastways, Station Road – Erection of two storey extension. 
After discussion it was resolved “No objection” providing the ground works were 
considered by the conservation officer to be appropriate for the conservation area 
within which the property sits. 

• P0819/21FUL The Grange, Dean Road – Addition of 10 parking spaces & EV point 
Resolved “No objection “ 
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15. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk regarding upgrade of facilities at the 

Changing room and the release of S106 funds from FoDDC. 
The Clerk advised that one quote for the works required to bring the outside fabric of the 
building to an acceptable standard had been received. However, at least two quotes are 
required to meet financial regulations. A second quote is awaited, and further consideration 
can be made at the June meeting. S106 fund release from FoDDC is still outstanding. 

16. To receive an update on the fitment of replacement of two doors at the changing room 
from Glevum windows. 
The Clerk advised that he was yet to receive the formal quote from Glevum so that a 
purchase order could be raised. 

17. To receive an update from the Clerk re the request from the WI for a water point in the 
centre of the village and the potential renovation of the water trough. 
Arrangements for a site visit by Heritage Stone were still being sought to establish what 
could be done to return it to working order.  

18. To consider indicative quotations for soft surfacing the current barked areas in the Play 
Park, possibly via a County Cllr grant (post May 21) and other grant options. 
The Clerk confirmed that indicative quotations were being sought and that the new County 
Cllr and other bodies were being approached for grant support. 

19. To consider fully fencing of the play park area. 
The Clerk was requested to obtain quotes for further consideration. 

20. To receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier & Hughes re the Riverside pathway and culvert 
discussions with Freeman Homes. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised that an update from Freeman Homes was outstanding, but he was 
optimistic that support would be forthcoming. 

21. To receive an update from the Clerk re the installation of the information board from 
Whitehill to be sited on the Green. 
The Clerk advised the board would be delivered to Cllr Bihlmeier in the coming days. Cllr 
Hughes committed to speaking with S Jaynes for installation on the Green once an exact 
location had been identified. 

22. To consider a proposal from parishioners to take responsibility sculpting of the Fir tree 
trunk in the Play Park ensuring necessary certifications, insurances & Risk assessments are 
in place and to hold funds raised for the project in parish accounts. 
After discussion it was agreed that the project would have to be self-managed by the 
community group proposing the sculpting. The holding of funds by the PC was also 
considered but refused. Fund holding has been considered in the past and not considered 
good practice, by various bodies, including the parish auditors. Values of parish reserves 
should reflect parish funds only. It was agreed that to give the group time to prepare a 
project plan, further consideration to fell the trunk would not be made until the September 
meeting. The Clerk was instructed to write to the group and Cllr Tempest would liaise with 
them during their future planning. 

23. To receive an update from the Clerk re communications with Highnam PC re the wildflower 
sanctuaries created in their in the village. 
The Clerk advised that he had made several attempts to contact them with no response. 
After discussion it was agreed that there are several natural wildflower sanctuaries around 
the village and that no further investigations should be made. 
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24. To consider the Highways response to a request for additional railings at Mornington 

Terrace and potential PC part funding. 
The Clerk advised no update had been received and that he would chase prior to the June 
meeting. 

25. To receive an update from Cllr Love re the registration for the riverside pathway prior to 
cut off in 2026. 
Cllr Love confirmed that investigations are ongoing, and that progress is being made. 

26. To receive an update from the Clerk re an application for ownership of the land at the 
Green. 
Having spoken to the solicitor costs to investigate adoption would be minimal and he was 
instructed to proceed. No response is expected until the autumn. 

27. To receive an update from the Clerk re reports to the police of vandalism (Graffiti) at the 
Skate Park and agree when cleaning should take place. 
Investigations by the police officer allocated the case will recommence after the 1st June. It 
was agreed that the removal of the graffiti should be arranged without further delay. The 
Clerk was instructed to engage BIFFA at a minimum quoted cost of £300. 

28. To receive an update from the Clerk re options for the purchase of a mobile CCTV 
equipment and consider two quotations. 
The Clerk advised that one quote had been received for the purchase of a camera and 
ongoing maintenance charges. A second quote for a standalone system with no on going 
charges would be available for the June meeting when further consideration could be made. 

29. To receive an update from the Clerk re correspondence with the landowner of the Chains 
regarding the Lime tree condition and possible need for pollarding. 
The Clerk advised that the landowner had confirmed the report he commissioned showed no 
current condition issues with the Lime trees. He further advised that under no circumstances 
should council conduct any maintenance activity on the trees. Therefore, any issues raised by 
parishioners would need to be directed to him as the landowner. 

30. To consider a response from Highways re the responsibility for the Ash trees at the cliff, 
beside the A48. 
The Clerk advised the Highways Manager had confirmed that the absent owners of the land 
were responsible, and efforts were being made to contact them. 

31. To consider appropriate recognition for Mr & Mrs Barnes on their retirement from the Post 
Office in the village. 
It was agreed that council would support the fund-raising effort with a contribution from the 
Chair’s allowance. 

32. To consider a request for written consent from the PC to pass the right of tenancy to a 
future purchaser (Clause 5.2 in the contract) from a tenant with parking rights at the 
Beeches 
After discussion it was agreed that there was no reason why clause 5.2 of the contract 
should be refused. The Clerk was instructed to contact the tenant  

33. To consider any changes that may be relevant to the tenancy contract for parking at the 
Beeches for future tenants. 
After discussion it was agreed that further consideration should be made at a future meeting 
when general parking availability at the lower High Street should be explored further. 
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Other Matters 
34. To consider correspondence received to date  

None 
Matters for the Next Agenda 
Re lining of the tennis court – next agenda, Clerk to obtain a quote 
Additional parking – next agenda 
Playing field event permission for community groups – next agenda. 
The chair advised he had been contacted by a group maintaining the Peace Garden with a 
request for council to purchase some aggregate materials. As the request was received too 
late for consideration via the agenda, it was agreed this could be supported via the delegated 
authority to the Clerk and fully approved in June as the materials were required before the 
June meeting. 

35. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 28th June 2021 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………………                                               Date…………………. 

 
 


