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Allow Public Consultation 
A member of the public informed those present of difficulties being experienced at the site of a 
relatives grave in St Peters Church yard. The issues involve family members. The problems were 
noted. 
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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 27th October 2014  at 7.00 p.m. in the W.I. 
Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs  W. Anderson, F Bihlmeier, T. Firman C. Kenny, R Mann & Cllr 
Murray. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr R Leppington, District Cllrs D. Edwards & S. Phelps  + 4 
members of the Public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr J Chapman & Cllr J Larkham. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 29th September It was 

Resolved that the minutes  should be adopted and duly signed. 
4. To Receive a presentation from the University of Worcester regarding survey work on 

behalf of the Forestry Commission with respect to Feral Boar. 
John Dutton of the University advised Council that they have been engaged by the Forestry 
Commission to conduct a survey on the Social & financial influence of Wild Boar in the 
District. Although engaged by the Commission he assured those present that the report will 
(when issued) be an impartial reflection of local views. The information will be obtained by 
surveying individuals and holding a series of workshops throughout the area. It is expected 
that the report will be completed during mid 2015. He asked the Council for support in 
advertising and communicating the objectives and activities relating to the survey.  

5. To Receive the Clerk’s Report.  
All matters on Agenda 

6. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 
Fencing Sheep Pound – The quotation obtained by Cllr Bihlmeier has been passed to Mr Kerr 
with confirmation that this could be a Health & Safety issue and that unfortunately Council 
could not justify spending the required monies on property that did not belong to them. 
Benches The Cliff – Moving of the benches has been completed and in general is acceptable. 
Several of the retaining brackets do not touch the bench legs and has left the benches loose 
in their mounts. – The Clerk was requested to ask the contractor to tighten these up if 
possible. 
Allocations Plan – Formal confirmation has been received regarding Councils input to the 
consultation process. 
George Hotel Flag Stones – These have now been delivered by Highways to Cllr Larkham. 
Planning – All decisions from the September meeting have been fed back to FoDDC 
Web site – No issue in loading September information. 
Play Park – Inspection report still under review for any additional work. 
Plastic Recycling Bin – FoDDC have been advised that Council refuse the request to site the 
bin there due to loss of parking spaces. 
Railings Mornington Terrace – A letter has been sent to Mr Penfold confirming Councils 
decision and the rationale behind it. 
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7. To Receive reports from County & District Councillors. 

District Cllr Edwards, Crime & Policing Bill – Due to be reviewed by FoDDC during November. 
Budget 2015/16 – Development WIP with an intention of freezing Council Tax for a further 
year. Allocations Plan now known as “Allocations Document” The policy group is currently 
reviewing feedback. From a village perspective the WI Hut has been earmarked for a site 
visit. The Clerk was requested to ask if a Parish Councillor would be invited to attend as per 
normal planning site visits. Investigation via strategy program called “20-20” is underway to 
establish if significant savings can be achieved via shared services between a number of 
District Councils. Further updates will be made as the investigations proceed. 
County Cllr Leppington, Budget Preparation 2015/16 – County budget activity is underway 
and working to deliver £15M (over 3 years) of cuts as requested by Central Government. 
Initial consultations have identified some areas where cuts can be made such as 
independence from Council services, whereby the elderly can be supported in their homes 
rather than via care homes. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement  

The monthly financial statement was received and duly Resolved for approval 
The October 14 Payments were received and duly Resolved for approval 
Signatory approvals are still outstanding. The Clerk confirmed that they would be complete 
prior to the next meeting. 

9. To Consider a draft budget prepared  by The Clerk & Cllrs Firman & Walker  
Cllr Firman confirmed that several meetings with Cllr Walker and the Clerk had resulted in a 
base budget being generated. Cllr Walker confirmed that resulting from this review it is 
unlikely that the precept will need to change this coming year. Both he and Cllr Firman 
wished to further develop the budget with The Clerk, and bring a more complete version to 
the November meeting. He thanked the Clerk for the work done to generate the base 
budget. 

Procedural  
10. To status the  Standing Orders & Financial Regulations best practice review 

Financial - The Clerk confirmed that he had completed a review of the Financial Regulations 
(against current best practices issued in October 14) with Cllrs Firman & Kenny. He also 
confirmed that the procedures in place are basically sound and the 6 points raised for 
consideration were fine tuning of an essentially good process. (see attachment 1). They in 
turn supported the findings and actions and recommended Council adopt them. It was 
Resolved to do so.  Implementation of the recommendations will take place over the coming 
months. 
Standing Orders – Cllrs Larkham & Walker have reviewed the current Standing Orders. The 
next stage is to compare these standing Orders to the NALC best practise tool kit. This will 
completed with the assistance of the Clerk and reported to Council at a future meeting. 

Highways 
11. To Receive an update on S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Hyde bank 

Status required from B Watkins. Clerk to chase 
12. To Receive an update on the Zebra Crossing upgrades  

Visibility improvements do not need to be subjected to the priorities process. A shared 
scheme whereby the Parish, Highways and County each pay £10K could fund the scheme. It 
was agreed further details would be obtained via Cllrs Firman, Larkham& Murray. 

13. To Receive an update on the Station Road/Playing Field access improvements. 
Status required from B Watkins. Clerk to chase. 
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Community 
14. To Consider Planning applications received  

 P1563/14/TCA Clifford House, High Street. – Resolved “no objection” 

 P1412/14/LBC Victoria Villas – Resolved “no objection” 

 P1551/14/LBC Church House  - Resolved “no objection”  providing the Conservation 
Officer is kept closely involved with the proposed changes. 

The Clerk was requested to advise FoDDC planning 
15. To receive a project status on the Multi Use Games Area  

All invoices have now been submitted, with the final three being included in this month’s 
approvals. The Clerk confirmed he would now process the S106 reclaim with FoDDC. 
Final installation of the fencing has been delayed, but due for completion during November. 

16. To Receive an update on the Open Space & Embankment  transfer. 
The Clerk advised that the land registry forms had been signed and returned to the Solicitor. 
Transfer of the land and the S106 monies could be complete prior to the November meeting. 

17. To Receive an update on the resurfacing of the war memorial in “The Chains” 
Cllr Murray confirmed that the British Legion were not happy with the proposal to install a 
membrane and stone chippings in the area. Their preference was for a  flag stoned surface. 
After discussion it was agreed that the cost of such a surface would be far greater than stone 
chippings. The Clerk was requested to obtain two quotes for the legion preferred option. 

18. To Receive an update from the Burials Sub Committee. 
The Clerk confirmed that no meeting had taken place due to availability of those involved. He 
committed to arranging the meeting prior to the November meeting. 

19. To Receive an update from Cllr Mann re Christmas Lighting.  
To reinstallation of lights at the top end of the Village requires relaying and wrapping of 
cables & lights. D & A electrical have given a verbal quote of approx £400 for the works to be 
completed. After discussion it was Resolved to approve the expenditure pending a formal 
quotation from D & A. Cllr Mann to obtain the quote. 

20. To Receive an update from Cllr Firman re utalising the “Community Payback scheme”  
Cllr Firman confirmed that the work at “The Green” could be conducted under the scheme at 
a cost of £50 per day, irrespective of the number of workers available. After discussion it was 
Resolved to engage them for an initial week’s worth of work and review the quality of the 
work and progress made thereafter. 

21. To further consider providing additional parking at “The Beeches” 
Increased spaces to be reviewed at the next meeting. Potential to mark the service road 
behind “The Chains” with diagonally laid out spaces to increase the number of vehicles that 
can park to be reviewed at the next Highways meeting. One instance of double parking in the 
current space allocations was also brought to the attention of Council. This will be discussed 
in more detail at the November meeting. 

22. To Receive an update on S106 funding potential for the Football Club heating works and 
the status on possible match funding for the works. 
The Clerk confirmed that FoDDC had agreed that the project could be appropriate for use of 
S106 funds. It was agreed that this would depend on the amount of funds remaining in the 
fund after the MUGA had been finally completed and reclaimed. It was also dependant on 
quotations and receipts being made available. Cllr Kenny advised that he had been able to 
secure a grant of £500 and reminded Council that they had committed to supporting the 
work to a value of £500 at the previous meeting. The Clerk was requested to process the 
MUGA invoices when available and advise Council of the remaining funds. 
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23. To Consider a request for permission to install a Bench in memory of Shelia Waters. 

After discussion it was Resolved that due to the high number of benches already in the 
Village (36) and the significant maintenance cost involved an additional bench was not 
desirable. It was suggested the requester adopt an existing bench and refurbish it adding a 
plaque of commemoration during the refurb process. The Clerk was requested to write 
making this suggestion. 

24. To Consider Dog fouling issues in The Churchyard     
After discussion it was agreed that this will be covered as part of the Burials review. It was 
also agreed that if dogs were allowed in the Church yard they should be kept on a lead.                                                             

General Maintenance Issues: 
25. To Receive an update on Bollards replacement in the Chains from Cllr Mann. 

The Clerk confirmed that the order for the bollards had been placed and delivery is due 
during November. The Quotation for fitting the bollards is outstanding and Cllr Mann 
committed to chase K Morris. 

26. To Receive an update with regard to works to relieve flooding at the Play Area. 
Cllr Kenny confirmed that the works had been completed and future rain would show its 
effectiveness. 

27. To Receive an update on the Tree Preservation Order planning request for the crown  
raising of the Copper Beech Trees at The Beeches. 
The application has been approved by FoDDC and the contractor requested to complete the 
work. Due to workload this is not expected until the end of November. 

28. To Receive a status on the removal of the Ash Tree & Ivy at the Beeches  
The application has been approved by FoDDC and the contractor requested to complete the 
work. Due to workload this is not expected until the end of November. 

29. To Receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny regarding discussions to establish a wall 
to prevent erosion of the river bank along the boundary of the Church yard. 
It was confirmed that the Environmental Agency have no interest in supporting any 
protection works in the area. It was also confirmed that the areas of Special Scientific 
Interest stop just before the area so there would be no issues in that respect. After further 
discussion it was agreed that Diocese should be written to in an effort to engage them in the 
discussions and with a view to possible financial support.  

30. To Receive an update on the following Tree issues. 
Removal of various Tree debris evident since recent storms (The Green) The contractor has 
been requested to complete the works as soon as possible 
Tree removal & Hedging proposal Station Road. The contractor has been requested to 
complete the works as soon as possible, 

31. To Receive an update on repairs to the Bridge at “The Green” from Cllr Mann 
Cllrs Mann & Walker will complete the work before the November meeting. 

32. To Receive an update from Cllrs Firman & Murray on additional cuts due to the weather 
conditions this summer. 
The additional cuts have been agreed and one has been completed to date. The Clerk 
confirmed that the contractor is waiting for the growing season to end before completing the 
final cut. During the review with Cllr Murray several areas were identified that deviated from 
the style of grass cutting agreed years ago, detailed in an old contract from 2005. In addition 
several current areas not cut to the desired standard. These areas will be reviewed with the 
contractor during the yearend review. 
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Other Matters 
33. To consider correspondence received to date. 

Parishioner letter regarding road danger Dean Road - Noted 
34. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Pathway Through Churchyard – As this is the only paved link between the Village and the 
footbath towards Bullo and The Haie it has always been considered a Public Highway and 
should therefore be funded by Highways. It was agreed that this should be added to the 
Highways discussion at the next meeting. 
The Cricket Club have received a grant from the sports fund of £9K for the purchase of a new 
gang mower. Cllr Leppington was thanked for his support in obtaining the grant. 
Flower Tub Sponsors – The Chair confirmed that an article had been placed in the Parish 
Magazine for sponsors for the new tubs that are required for next year. Some sponsorship is 
already in place. Cllr Walker will forward a list to the Clerk. 
Garden of Rest wall topping still not replaced by the Contractor. The Clerk was requested to 
contact the Contractor to ensure speedy completion. 
Signage Policy – Add to next agenda 

35. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
As per issued schedule, 24th November. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 
 


