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Public Consultation 
MUGA – The comment was made that once again the MUGA was on the Agenda and it was asked if 
Council felt that enough money had been sent on this particular facility, excellent as it was. It was 
confirmed that no further spending was being considered. The item relates to existing approved 
works that are still outstanding. 
Trees at the Beeches – Concern was raised that the Willow Tree on at the Beeches (that has 
already been worked on by a Tree Surgeon) is in fact dead and should be removed. Concerns were 
also raised with regard to other trees in the area that were badly infested with Ivy. _ Add to next 
Agenda and the Clerk offered to obtain quotes for Councils consideration. 
Item 16 edging of Mornington Terrace with kerbing – It was stated that the proposal to edge the 
pavement may resolve situations relating to mobility scooters but could cause a greater danger in 
terms of a trip hazard. Existing Agenda item 
Item 26 1 metre cut “The Chains” – It was suggested that the remaining daffodils yet to be moved 
should be left which in future years would prove if the early cutting of daffodils did indeed leave 
them blind. It was confirmed that these daffodils could not be moved due to their depth.  
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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 28th April 2014  at 7.00  p.m. in the W.I. 
Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr Larkham, Cllrs  F BIhlmeier, T. Firman, C. Kenny,  G Murray & I Walker. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr Leppington + 9 members of the Public 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs W. Anderson & J. Chapman 
District Cllrs D. Edwards & N Stephens. 
Absent 
Cllr R. Puttock 

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of Interest 

3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the  31st March 2014 
It was Resolved to adopted and duly sign the minutes as a true record 

4. To Receive the Clerk’s Report  
To be addressed at individual Agenda items 

5. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the 
Agenda. 
Soil on graves - The Clerk confirmed that he has held further discussions with the Funeral 
Director who assured him the offending soil had been removed. Council were requested to 
advise the Clerk if it was not considered satisfactory on inspection of the area. 
Refund of Burial fees – The Clerk confirmed that as instructed he had check the regulations 
and indeed a refund of the original fees can be given minus a £50 reduction. He had 
advised the applicant and the cheque for £30 formed part of the financial approvals for this 
month. 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors 
County Cllr Leppington advised the meeting that the primary contract for Highways 
activities has been awarded to Amey. A meeting is planned for this week to agree working 
arrangements. It is hoped that the services and cost effectiveness in this area of spend 
would see considerable improvement. Forest Supplier Event (the first of its kind) is to be 
held at the speech House on the 24th June in an effort to promote the use of local suppliers 
by County & District Councils. The next A48 committee meeting is planned to take place at 
Lydney. Cllrs Firman and Larkham to attend. After further discussion it was agreed that the 
petition for the Pelican crossing should be tabled as a discussion item at this meeting. 
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County report Cont….. 

The Members Allocation of £20K has again been set aside for projects within each County 
Councillors area. Projects for Newnham were requested for inclusion for consideration. It 
was confirmed that the current remaining works on the footpath from Bullo to the Haie 
were covered from other sources. A £40K fund for sporting projects has been set aside at 
County Level. More details of the qualification requirements for applications would be 
issued in the near future. The general condition of the junction at Dean Road to the A48 
had been flagged up as an issue and will be reviewed by Highways. A suggestion was made 
that the Parish should consider the creation of a Highways sub committee to hold regular 
meetings with Highways to discuss current and desired projects. The Clerk advised that the 
Annual Parish Council meeting where such committees are considered on an annual basis 
was due on May 19th. He was requested to add this as an Agenda item. 

Financial 
7. Financial Statement   

 Resolved to approve the monthly financial statement 

 Resolved to approve April 14 Payments 
8. To receive and Approve the Income and expense report,  the Annual  Bank reconciliation  

And the Accounting & Governance Statements for the Financial year 2013/14. 
The Clerk summarised the financial statements and the 2013/14 Audit documentation and 
requested that Council consider approval for submission to the External Auditor. Cllr 
Bihlmeier advised that he had reviewed the documentation in  depth and commended the 
documents to Council for approval. It was Resolved that the accounts and reports be 
approved. 

9. To Receive a Financial outlook for the year 2014/15 
The Clerk summarised the financial statement detail for 2013/4 and the outlooks for 
2014/15 as presented at the Annual Parish Meeting. Overall the finances of Council were 
healthy and expenditure in 2014/15 was expected to balance well with income. The 
reserves outlook is expected to sit at around 45% of annual spend which is absolutely in 
line with local government guidelines. 

Procedural  
10. To Agree the formation of  teams to review Standing Orders & Financial Regulations in 

depth against best practice (Fin reg team to consist of members of the Finance Committee) 
Resolved that the Fin regs would be reviewed by Cllrs Firman & Kenny and the S.O’s by 
Cllrs Walker & Larkham. 

Community 
11. Clock Tower 

 The Clerk confirmed that the work was planned for completion during the next four weeks 
12. To Consider Planning applications received 

P0632/14/TCA Kingston House, High Street. – Felling a 1 conifer and reducing the size of 
another. – Resolved “No Objection” 
P0503/14/FUL Balderney House, Church Road. – Proposed single storey extension and 
extension of Parking to rear. Resolved “No Objection” 
P0353/14/FUL 5 Church Road, - Erection of first floor rear extension & single storey front 
extension. Resolved “No Objection” 
P0486/14/FUL Romaleyn, Church Road – Alterations and Extension to Dwelling. Resolved 
“No Objection” 

13. S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Station Road &  Zebra Crossing upgrades 
The Petititon had been signed by 400 people. Cllr Leppington offered to formally present 
this to the County Council at a future meeting. It was also agreed that the subject should 
form part of the next A48 meeting discussions. 
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14. To receive an update on the implementation of the Multi Use Games Area 

In the absence of Mr Leigh it was reported that the facility had seen significant use by both 
young and old in recent weeks. The replacement of the fencing is in hand but delayed due 
to sourcing issues for the wire required. The goal posts have issues relating to the bolts 
working loose. The Clerk confirmed he had been advised of this and reported it to the 
contractor for remedial action. On a negative note the tennis net having been left up for 
the night had been removed and woven into the fencing. Although undamaged it took a 
long time to extract. The nets have now been removed and are available via Mr Leigh whilst 
the storage box is under construction. One of the Basketball hoops has also been bent. 

15. To Consider progress regarding the Parish Maintenance Plan. 
Still WIP with current focus being on the Street Cleaning Contract (subject to separate 
agenda item) 

16. To Consider kerbing the edge of the pavement on Mornington Terrace for safety reasons 
As highlighted during Public Consultation the edging of the pathway could easily result in 
someone tripping and falling into the road. The real solution was considered to be a railing  
expensive for the Parish to support. After discussion it was Resolved that the project be put 
forward to Cllr Leppington as a Members Allocation project. 

17. To receive an update on the land transfer of the Open Space & Embankment. 
After discussion it was Resolved to accept the solicitors proposed contract with the 
Developer. And the Clerk was actioned to advise the solicitor of this decision. The Clerk 
advised the meeting that he had inspected the area and the hedging along the wall parallel 
with Hyde Lane had not been removed as agreed with the Developer. Having discussed it 
with the Developer it had been agreed that the to ensure the work was done to a 
satisfactory standard The Clerk would arrange for a quotation to be supplied by Complete 
Gardeners and that he would oversee the works. The final Invoice being covered by the 
Developer.  He was requested to advise the solicitor of this fact and to ensure its 
completion was considered part of the handover process. 

18. Members Allocation.Three further man days have been allocated to the project to ensure 
completion. It was also agreed that a member of Council should oversee the work to 
ensure its completion. 

19. To Receive an update from Cllr Leppington re the removal of the fencing outside the 
Victoria Hotel. 
The legal proceedings against the owner by County Council are on going. 

20. To receive a report from Cllr Walker re Flower Tub activity for the coming year 
Cllr Walker advised that funding either directly or by volunteer planting had secured 
approximately 50% of the total costs. An article had been placed in the Parish magazine so 
further donations may follow as would (hopefully) volunteers to water the tubs once 
established. The Clerk confirmed that he had been given a donation of £30 from a 
Parishioner who wished to remain nameless. The current outlook for planting is mid may 
and it is to be conducted by Cllrs Firman & Walker. 

21. To further consider Cllr Larkhams suggestion for a continental style Garden of Rest Area 
 No progress on this item. The Clerks photos from his recent holiday showing the style of 
area proposed were yet to be circulated. 
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22. To Consider supporting the Pre School Group with a grant of £1000 towards their new 

facilities. (discussed after County Council reports) 
A funding request was made for the installation of a canopy to protect the children from 
the sun during sunny weather. Further discussion identified that the group were still short 
of the required funding to allow the project to go ahead. Funding was proving difficult as 
many Organisations such as the District Council would not offer grants relating to buildings. 
Although Council consider this to be a very worthwhile project, a grant could not be 
released until the viability of the project was known. The Clerk advised Council that the 
potential grant to the Pre School group was included as a line item in the current 
expenditure outlook for the coming year and that he had secured the repayment of £672 
from the Developer at Sheens Meadow for the maintenance of the Open Spaces & 
Embankments during the last financial year. As it was not guaranteed when the budget was 
set this was not included as an income line. After further discussion it was Resolved to ring 
fence the £1K for use by the Pre School group and that further consideration of additional 
support would be considered at the next meeting 

23. To consider the request to Pollard Trees at “The Chains”  obscuring the Ship Inn from the 
Highway and receive details of a quotation requested from Abbey Trees. 
After discussion it was agreed that pollarding of the trees considering their current level of 
growth was not necessary. Plus any actions taken to the few trees outside the Ship Inn 
would make the whole row look odd. It was also agreed that the main reason that the Inn 
was obscured probably related to the growth at the base of the tree. As the current 
contractor has suggested this be carried out twice a year and not once (accepted by 
Council) visibility may be improved this year. After further discussion it was agreed that this 
area required an objective review of the issues and potential public opinion on any 
proposed changes. It was also agreed that any possible changes would have to be discussed 
with FoDDC planning as the Trees fall within a conservation area. 

24. To receive an update on the efforts to have the Waste Bin removed from the Pavement 
outside the Railway Public House. 
The Clerk confirmed that although he had reported it first to the Police and then to the 
Street Wardens, no feedback had been received. After discussion it was felt that having 
seen the location of the bin during the recent Station Street Tree review, although on the 
pavement it did not cause an obstruction and no further action was needed. Item Closed. 

General Maintenance Issues:   
25. To Receive an update on the approach to Mr Kerr re  renovation/replacement of Bollards 

in the Chains and any Conservation area restrictions. 
No progress has been made regarding any planning permissions as a formal proposal needs 
to be drafted for them to review. After discussion it was Resolved that a short term action 
should be taken to replace the broken bollards (repairs should not require planning 
consent) and to develop a longer term proposal for the area. 

26. To consider implementing the 1 metre cut around “The Chains” 
Notices were posted on notice boards advising that the cut was being considered. No 
feedback had been received by either the Clerk or any Councillor. After discussion it was 
Resolved that the action should be implemented at the next cut. The Clerk was requested 
to advise the contractor 

27. To Receive an update on the renovation of Church Gates. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised that the Gates would be re fitted in the next few weeks. Delays 
caused by the severe saturation of the timber had dlayed the work casing a clash for the 
contractor with other commitments. 
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28. To Consider water gathering in Play Area. (Cllr Kenny)  

Further investigations that the culvert is too deep to permit economic excavation. A 
suggestion to use large plastic crates to form a soak away appeared to be a practical 
solution. Cllr Kenny committed to exploring this further prior to the May meeting. 

29. Grass Cutting Contract  
 Item closed at previous meeting 

30. To Receive a report on the application to remove the Chestnut Trees on The Green. 
 The Clerk advised that he had yet to submit the application to planning but would do so as 
soon as was possible. 

31. To further consider the replacement of the Rabinia’s with suitable indigenous trees  
 After discussion it was resolved to procure one Copper Beech and two flowering Cherries 
to replace the felled Rabinia’s. This could not be completed until October. The Clerk was 
requested to advise planning and add the item to the October agenda. 

32. To receive a report the damage being caused to the footpath on Station Road from Trees 
in football field following the site visit of the 25th April. 
Cllrs Kenny and Walker completed the review and concluded that several Trees were 
damaging the wall. These trees should be considered for felling. It was also felt that an 
expert should be engaged to asses if the trees lining the wall could be reduced and made 
into hedging. Finally it was felt that the area of broken down wall caused by people gaining 
access across the playing field could be opened up to create a walk through, as no amount 
of rebuilding would prevent damage when people continued to cut through. With regard to 
pavement damage they did not feel there was significant evidence although in several 
places there were cracks in the tarmac. The Clerk was requested to obtain a quote from 
Abbey Trees for the removal of the two trees identified. 

33. To receive an update on relining the step edges leading at The Chains. 
This item is still work in progress 

34. To receive a report regarding replacement of some paving slab near the George Café.  
with a tarmac surface. 
Cllr Anderson met with Highways and has agreed a point at which the tarmac should 
replace the paving slabs. Cllr Larkham has offered to store the removed slabs at Callow 
Cottage for future use.  

35. To Consider further the Street Cleaning Contract and advertising methods. 
The draft contract was reviewed and it was agreed that it now covered the work required. 
However, the frequency of activity needed to be added. The Clerk advised that the value of 
the contract would not approach the current £10K threshold for a formal tender process. 
The position could therefore be filled using the quotation process. It was agreed that an 
advert should be placed on the Parish notice boards once the final contract details were 
completed, requesting quotations.  Adverts should be posted after the May meeting (19th) 
with a takedown date that enabled the Finance meeting on the 24th June to review the 
received quotations and develop a short list with a recommendation ready for full Council 
approval on the 30th.  
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36. To consider correspondence received to date  

A request  from a Parishioner was received to add the grassed area near “The Old Ferry 
Crossing” to the grass cutting contract was considered. Ownership of the area was 
discussed and although there was some confusion it was felt that the ownership lay with 
Mr Cook. Cllr Kenny volunteered to check this with land registry. After further discussion it 
was Resolved that if the owner had no objection this area would be added to the contract. 
A note had been received regarding the condition of the pavement outside the Ship Inn and 
the old Vicarage. Concerns over the trip hazard caused by uneven paving was concurred by 
Council and considered to be due to Vehicles parking on the pavement. It was agreed the 
issue should be reported to Highways and additional bollards considered to prevent parking 
on the pavement. 

37. Councillors Recent Issues and Matters for the Next Agenda. 
Willow Tree at the Beeches + Ivy infested Trees – Add to next agenda The Clerk was 
requested to obtain quotes. 
Ship Inn  sign at Dean Road Junction obscuring vision – Cllr Murray to investigate 
Jubilee Beech Oiling – The Clerk confirmed that he believed the Oiling had been approved 
last year but weather conditions did not allow it to be completed. He was requested to 
advise the contractor to action the order. 
Benches at the Cliff – The condition of some benches is poor and need renovation – Add to 
next agenda. 
Broken Bench at Cliff – Potential safety issue Cllr Walker to investigate and remove if 
dangerous. 
Allotments – Cllr Larkham felt that the Allotments needed a full review including the 
variation in size and the fees charged. On behalf of Council she offered to review and 
consult with The Allotment Association and develop a report for review by Council. - 
Agreed 

38. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
Due to the bank holiday the next meeting is Planned for the 19th May at 7.45 pm. Approx. 
(following Public Consultation at 7.30 pm) Preceded by the Annual Parish Council 
meeting at 7.00 pm. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 


