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To Allow Public Consultation 
Tennis Courts – Council were congratulated on the quality of the new MUGA facility and advised 
that a tennis club had started at the Railway Inn should anyone wish to join. 
Footpath Fish Hut to Silver Fox – The path way is overgrown and difficult to pass. Cllr Walker 
confirmed that cutting it had been approved at a previous meeting and the Clerk had already 
requested the Grass contractor to effect the cut within the next week. 
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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th June 2014  at 6.50  p.m. in the W.I. Hut, 
Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs  W. Anderson, F BIhlmeier, J. Chapman, T. Firman, J Larkham & G 
Murray. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr Leppington + 11 members of the Public. 
 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr C. Kenny, District Cllrs D. Edwards & N. Stephens 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the  19th May 2014 

It was Resolved that the minutes should be adopted and duly signed. 
4. To Conduct a ballot to fill the casual vacancy by Co-Option 

Cllr Walker confirmed that three applications had been received from Chris Miller, Adrian 
Eyles and Rob Mann. All three had submitted 150 word statements on their desire to join the 
PC. He then explained that the ballot would be conducted in public to elect the new member. 
On completion of the ballot Rob Mann received a majority vote from the Cllrs present and 
was invited to join the meeting. To enable this, whilst Cllr Leppington gave his County report, 
Cllr Mann and the Clerk withdrew to an adjoining room to complete the required paperwork. 
All three candidates were thanked for expressing an interest. 

5. To Receive the Clerk’s Report - all matters on Agenda 
6. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 

Removal of Willow & Chestnut trees – Both trees have now been removed under 5 day 
order. 
School display sign – The governors have been advised that this request will be consider as 
part of a general signage review. 
MUGA bolt tightening – Grimshaw’s have confirmed that the remedial work has been 
completed. 
Allotment Tenancy termination – The tenants have been issued with a termination notice 
and have removed their equipment from the plot. This has now been reallocated via the 
waiting list. 

7. To Receive reports from County and District Councillors 
County Cllr Leppington reported on a range of issues currently under investigation. 
Members Allowance – Costing’s from Highways are required for identified projects to enable 
next steps to be agreed. It was confirmed that the existing Bullo to the Haie work is covered 
by last years allocation. 
Pelican Crossing -  a feasibility study is underway for up-grade or  refurbishment. It is felt 
Refurbishment more likely if funds are available. 
Victoria Hotel. The issue of Highway Rights still going through legal process 
New Highways sub committee is considered to be working well. 
Glos CC need to save £75 million over next 3 years. Public are urged to 
engage in process by accessing Meeting the Challenge section on Glos 
CC web site 
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Financial 
8. Financial Statement  

The monthly financial statement was received and Resolved to approve 
The retrospective  Hire of equipment from Hales to remove the fencing on the MUGA wall by 
Mr Leigh on Health & Safety grounds was Resolved to approve 
The June 14 Payments were received and Resolved to approve 

9. To Receive the  2013/14  Internal Audit Report from IAC  
The Clerk advised that the minor recommendations included in the report (previously 
circulated) had been actioned, one of which formed an agenda item for this evenings 
meeting. Overall there were no serious issues identified and the accounts were signed off by 
IAC. Cllr Bihlmeier commended the Clerk on the result of the audit and thanked him for his 
efforts during the previous year. 

10. To Consider approval of the amendments made to the Financial Regs with respect to 
inclusion of Direct Debits for utilities & Insurance  
The Clerk requested Council adopt the changes circulated with respect to acknowledging 
payments for Utilities, Insurances and PWLB loans were paid by direct debit and not cheque 
(Audit observation). After discussion it was Resolved to adopt the amendments 

Procedural  
11. To status the  Standing Orders & Financial Regulations best practice review 

No progress had been made to date. The Clerk was requested to arrange meetings for both 
working parties to progress the review. 

12. To Consider delegating  power to the Planning Sub-committee to reach decisions on behalf 
of Full Council when response times do not permit Full Council review 
Cllr Walker explained the rationale behind the suggestion, that would only be required on 
rare occasions. Concern was raised that one of the three delegates may have an interest in 
an application and how would that be dealt with. After discussion it was Resolved that the 
sub-committee would be given additional powers to review applications in full. In the event 
of a conflict of interests the Clerk would identify an alternative Cllr to replace that Cllr for 
that particular review 

Community 
13. Clock Tower  

After discussion it was Resolved that publicity relating to the recent refurbishment of the 
Clock Tower should be organised. The Clerk advised that publicity was one of the pre-
conditions of the grant from the Environmental Trust. He volunteered to speak to the Forest 
& Wye Valley review to see if they were interested in publishing a small article on the project  

14. To Consider Planning applications received  
P0795/14/FUL – 20 Harrison Close. Erection of single storey conservatory. – After discussion 
it was Resolved no objection 
P0867/14/LBC – Bank House – Listed Blg consent for alterations – After discussion it was 
Resolved to object to the application on the grounds that the proposed works did not 
protect the long term structure of the building and neither did it return the building to its 
original form. It was noted that these concerns are in line with that of the Conservation 
Officer at FoDDC 
P0814/14/FUL – Stanton House – Single storey alteration & extension – After discussion it 
was Resolved no objection 
P1025/14/TCA – 9 The Green – removal of 1 Quince Tree– After discussion it was Resolved 
no objection 
The Clerk was requested to advise FoDDC planning of these decisions. 
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15. S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Station Road &  Zebra Crossing upgrades 

During the Highways meeting discussions took placed with regard to cutting back the growth 
on the bank to see what lay beneath. A proposal could then be costed to cut the bank back 
giving better access and visibility. Additional double yellow lines would be considered in the 
short term to improve access. 

16. To receive an update on the implementation of the Multi Use Games Area 
In the absence of Mr Leigh the current status could not be confirmed. However the Chair 
and Clerk had visited the MUGA whilst Mr Leigh was painting and refitting the storage box. 
The Clerk also confirmed that keys had been cut and left in several locations in the Village 
and could be collected with a £5 deposit. He also reminded Council that they had approved 
the invoices for the fencing and equipment to complete the works earlier in the meeting so 
completion must be imminent. This would be reclaimed from FoDDC.  
Concern was expressed that further monies were being spent on the facility. The Clerk 
advised that previous meetings had reserved funds from S106 for both the MUGA and the 
Cricket Club. He committed to circulating Council with the latest details of spend and 
remaining balances in all areas. He also committed to checking back through the minutes to 
ensure approved spend had not been exceeded. 

17. To Consider progress regarding the Parish Maintenance Plan. 
The street cleaning contract was ready for approval by full Council later in the meeting but 
many other actions needed to be progressed. After further discussion it was agreed that Cllr 
Mann would assist Cllr Firman with the plan. 

18. To Reconsider the felling of the Yew Tree on “The Green” 
After discussion it was agreed that although there was no obligation on Council to fell the 
tree it was in the interests of the Parishioners with sheep to do so it was therefore Resolved 
to fell the Yew Tree. Mr Payne whose land adjoins the area where the tree is positioned 
kindly offered to remove the Tree at no cost to Council. His offer was accepted. 
Cllr Larkham withdrew from the discussions and vote for personal reasons. 

19. To Consider kerbing the edge of the pavement on Mornington Terrace for safety reasons 
Highways have some lengths of railings available and plan to advise Council of the costs 
involved. The cost of the installation could be  50/50 shared funding with the Community 
fund. This is not considered to be the Members allowance. The Clerk confirmed he would 
check with Highways. 

20. To Receive an update on the discussions with regard to adding the Old Ferry slipway to the 
grass cutting contract. 
Cllr Firman confirmed that the area had been cut by the owner who had been clear that he 
did not want anyone else cutting on his land. However, there are other areas that need to be 
maintained to give greater public access. After discussion it was agreed to wait for Cllr Kenny 
to speak to the owner as he had done so in the past and report back to Council via e-mail as 
this should no longer be an agenda item as the owner is clear over self maintenance of the 
area. 

21. To Consider the wall condition and the requirements on the Developer with regard to 
reparation prior to the land transfer of the Open Space & Embankment. 
The Clerk confirmed that the contracts were available for signing but no resolution with 
regard to the wall had been achieved. After further discussion the Clerk was requested to 
contact the Developer again and work towards resolution before the next meeting. 

22. Members Allocation.  
Cllr Leppington confirmed that the footpath clearance is still planned but he had not received 
from Highways a completion date. He committed to chasing Highways to complete the 
activity with some urgency. 
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23. To Receive an update from Cllr Leppington re Victoria Hotel and receive a letter from a 

Parishioner who has contacted Highways. 
Cllr Leppington confirmed that legal proceedings were still ongoing and that the recent 
planning application has caused some issue in relation to the case for removal. Council 
expressed concern that any planning application (if successful) need not be acted upon for 
up to 5 years. Cllr Leppington confirmed he would continue to pursue the legal approach 
with vigour but the issue of Planning was a District Council matter and not within his remit at 
County. 

24. To receive a report  re Flower Tub planting (inc baskets on Clk Tower) 
All tubs now planted and watering arrangements in place.  The total cost to Council was £220 
and £180 had been collected via donations. This years planting had therefore only cost the 
community £40. Plans are being made to complete a winter planting. Cllr Walker thanked Cllr 
& Mrs Firman for their help with the planting. Baskets at the Clock Tower had been 
purchased with funds set aside from the amenities committee and put in place by the old 
contractor. As a result there had been no arrangements for watering and their condition has 
suffered as a result. The P.C. has now taken them over and watering arrangements are in 
place. Agreement has been reached with Mrs Baber for the balance of funds to be 
transferred to Council providing a commitment is made to ring fence the funds for use on the 
baskets. After discussion it was Resolved to take responsibility and ring fence funds. The 
Clerk was requested to advise Mrs Baber of this decision so that she can transfer the funds. 
It is also clear that some of the Tubs are in poor condition and will need replacing next year. 
Exact costs are unknown but estimated in the region of £600. 

25. To further consider Cllr Larkhams suggestion for a continental style Garden of Rest Area 
Having reviewed the Garden of Rest in Cheltenham, Cllr Larkham confirmed that it did not 
reflect the scheme used regularly on the continent. The Clerk confirmed that he did still have 
some photographs and would circulate them to Council.  

26. To further  Consider supporting the Pre School Group with a grant towards their new 
facilities. 
It was confirmed that the group were unlikely to raise the necessary funding to proceed 
during the current year. After discussion it was Resolved to ring fence the £1,000 promised at 
a previous meeting for the project if sufficient funds are raised in 2015. 

27. To Consider re structuring rentals in line with size of  Allotments in 2015/16 
After discussion it was Resolved that for 2015/16 rentals should be recalculated so that fees 
are charged by the square metre rather than by plot. It was further Resolved that the level of 
the fees would be set at £0.18p per square metre. Cllr Larkham is to meet with the Allotment 
tenants to discuss the changes in more detail. It is to be noted that a 12 month notification 
of such changes has to be made, therefore the first part of 2015/16 would be against the old 
per plot charges and the balance against per square metre. 

28. To consider next steps regarding future potential changes to the Trees at the Chains. 
It was agreed that the investigations be included in the Maintenance plan being developed 
rather than have a separate agenda item. 
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29. To Receive a report from the Highways Sub Committee of the meeting held with Highways 

on the 24th June. 
Details of some individual issues addressed under the appropriate agenda item. The Clerk 
was requested to create a sub heading for Highways issues for future agendas. 
In addition Resurfacing between Dean Road and Orchard Drive was discussed, Highways 
committed to this being completed during the current year. 
Concern was expressed that unless funds were available discussing and costing schemes of 
work were futile. The Clerk was requested to seek clarification from Highways regarding the 
amount of money allocated to projects in the Village.  

30. To Consider methods of advising residents of impending maintenance issues including  
Grass Cutting plans at the Chains and on banks at Road side (A48) 
Properties in the High Street were on this occasion leafleted to say cutting was to take place 
this was agreed as a reasonable approach. 

General Maintenance Issues:  
31. To Receive an update on the repair of Bollards in the Chains and any Conservation area 

restrictions. 
No further progress made on this item 

32. To Receive an update with regard to a second quotation for the Soak Away at Play Area.  
The Clerk confirmed that he had sought an alternative quote to the existing one obtained by 
Cllr Kenny. He had approach a suitable contractor who happened to reside in the Village he 
expressed concern that the proposal may not be effective. The Clerk therefore requested him 
to contact Cllr Kenny for further discussions prior to quotation. 

33. To Receive an update regarding the damage to paving outside the Ship Inn & Old Vicarage 
Fitment of additional bollards to prevent parking on the pavement (May be causing the 
problems) is being considered by Highways and costing for the works is being prepared. It 
was suggested that chains between the existing bollards may be a cheaper option than the 
additional bollards. Some concerns were expressed that this could cause pedestrian issues.  
The landlord of “The Ship” advised the meeting that in his experience delivery vehicles do 
not park on the Pavement. 

34. To consider next steps with regard to the Trees at Station Road. 
Further discussions are required re the Tree issue at Station Road. During the discussion with 
Highways the possibility of using S106 monies to install a set of steps up over the bank 
between Hyde Lane & The Playing Field took place. Highways committed to costing the 
suggestion. 

35. To Receive an update on the removal of  Ivy from a number of Trees at “The 
Beeches” the crown pruning of 4 beech trees and the removal of the Ash Tree obstructing 
visibility onto the A48. 
The Clerk confirmed the Ivy removal would take place when the Beech Trees were crowned 
and the Ash Tree removed. However, he needed to raise a planning request for the Tree 
activity preventing work being completed now.. 

36. To Consider further bench / seat renovation at “The Cliff” 
The Clerk confirmed he had received a verbal quote for moving the 6 benches involved. The 
outlook of £1500 was considered a little high. The Clerk confirmed that in line with Financial 
regs he needed to obtain a second quote and would do so prior to the next meeting. 

37. To Consider the suggestion of a Parishioner to establish a wall to prevent erosion of the 
river bank along the boundary of the Church yard.  
Cllr Walker confirmed he planned to meet with Mr Larkham who had made the suggestion to 
understand what works and cost would be involved. He also confirmed that the diocese were 
also concerned that the erosion would in time affect the Church Yard and the Church itself. 
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38. To Consider a report from the Grass contractor relating to Health & Safety issues created by 

the late season commencement of cutting in some areas and future proposals. 
Council had been advised by the contractor that in  ”The Chains” and on the roadside banks 
many unacceptable items had been found. These include hypodermic needles, soiled nappies 
and other items of general rubbish. After discussion it was agreed that such items formed 
Health & Safety issues to both the contractors and the general public, and it was the 
responsibility of the P.C. to make efforts to limit occurrences. It was also agreed that the 
excessive length of the grass in these areas contributed to the likelihood of such items being 
both dumped and difficult to see. It was Resolved that next year the banks should be cut at 
the start of the season and that further discussions on when to cut “The Chains” should take 
place. The Clerk was requested to seek advice from professionals (Including the RHS) on 
managements methods for daffodils when the desired 6 week after flowering rule could not 
be implemented. 

Other Matters 
39. To consider correspondence received to date 

A request from Parishioners to hold a peace vigil in the Village on 31st July was supported. 
40. Councillors Recent Issues and Matters for the Next Agenda. 

Damage to Railings Dean Road – This issue is being addressed by Highways. 
Joints Meadow damage to style caused by Network Rail – The Clerk was requested to 
contact Network Rail with a request to complete remedial work and add the item to the next 
agenda if repairs are outstanding. 
Dead Tree in High Street – The Clerk confirmed he was awaiting a quote from Abbey Trees 
for its removal. After discussion is was Resolved that this was a Health & Safety issue as 
branches had fallen off, if the quote seemed reasonable the Clerk should commit to the work 
being completed prior to the next meeting. A further Tree in the area was also considered to 
be dead and the Clerk was requested to have this looked at with a view to removal. 
Minutes on Notice board – Concern was expressed that the posting of minutes on the notice 
board at “The Cliff” prevented other notices being posted. As the web site was still an issue 
the Clerk suggested that the minutes be posted on the larger board at Dean Road allowing 
other notices to be posted on both boards. This was agreed by Council. He also committed to 
meeting with Mike Penny who had a plan to enable the web site to be updated without 
experiencing the current space issues in future. 
Pound Fence Condition – Add to next agenda 

At 8.50 pm Council considered that the remaining business could be completed within a further 30 
mins and Resolved to continue with the meeting. 
41. To Receive a report from the Finance Committee  regarding the Street Cleaning Contract 
             tenders received and select a contractor based on the shortlist identified. 

After discussion it was Resolved to take this matter in committee as per  S.O 1c due to the 
nature of discussions required regarding the contract allocation. 
The Clerk confirmed that only one tender request had been received (From G Meek) and that 
all Public Liability Insurance details were available. After discussion it was Resolved that the  
recommendation of the Employment & Finance sub committee be accepted and the contract 
would be awarded to Gordon Meek. The Clerk was requested to advise Gordon and to advise 
the Payroll contractor that Gordon was no longer a Council employee. It was also agreed that 
in future time sheets (currently completed )would not be required. It was also agreed that 
any requests for additional activity not contained within the contract must be addressed by 
the Clerk via a quotation from Gordon and approved by Council prior to completion. 
Cllr Firman committed to circulating the terms of the contract to all Councillors. 
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42. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

The next meeting is as per the agreed schedule, However, Cllr Walker suggested that Council 
should consider the addition of an August and December meeting to ensure that agenda 
items were adequately progressed. The Clerk was requested to add this item to the next 
agenda. 
 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.10 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


