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Public Consultation 
Daffodils 1 metre cut – It was pointed put to Council that the 1 metre cut has been exceeded in 
many areas around the perimeter of the Chains. In some areas this extends up to 2.5 metres – noted 
Bank House Planning Application – Presentations were made by a number of Villagers concerned at 
the application currently in the consultation process. Major issues relating to Highways access in 
terms of visibility and passing opportunities was identified. Concerns regarding the proximity of the 
planned Garage conversion and the adjoining properties were also identified. Further concerns were 
expressed regarding the removal of trees in a conservation area and refuse collection difficulties. In 
general the public agreed that all of these issues were sufficient for the application to be rejected 
and urged the Council to support their views and request  that a site meeting of the planning 
committee takes place prior to the decision being made- Item 12 on Agenda. 
Ship Inn – The landlord confirmed their commitment to supporting the flower tubs with a donation 
being made (passed to the Clerk) and their request to adopt the tub outside of the premises. 
Concerns were then expressed regarding the removal and dumping of an advertisement sign that 
had been fixed to a post on the service road. It was felt that the removal without consultation was 
unacceptable, and that Council needed a formal advertising policy for the Village. Local businesses 
needed to be supported and any signage assisting in improvements in trade should be supported 
and consistently applied – add to next agenda.  
 
Page 4 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 19th May 2014  at 7.30  p.m. (Following the 
APCM ) in the W.I. Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs  F BIhlmeier, J. Chapman, T. Firman, J Larkham & G Murray. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr Leppington. District Cllr Edwards + 12 members of the Public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs W. Anderson & C. Kenny. 
District Cllr N Stephens. 

It was reconfirmed at this point that Cllr Puttock had resigned earlier in the day with immediate 
effect. The Clerk has notified the Returning Officer at FoDDC of the casual vacancy. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the  28th April 2014 

It was Resolved to adopted and duly sign the minutes as a true record 
4. To Receive the Clerk’s Report 

All matters to be dealt with at the appropriate Agenda item 
5. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 

Pollarding, Limes in The Chains – The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Ship Inn 
confirming that any pollarding had to be done as part of an overall review of the area, taking 
into account any planning restrictions that would be imposed as this is a conservation area. 
He also confirmed to them that the snedding would be done twice this year which should aid 
visibility from the A48 to the premises. 
Replacement Trees Church Yard – Acceptance of the proposal to replace recently removed 
trees with copper beech and flowering cherries has been received from FoDDC planning. 
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6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors  

District Cllr Edwards – Reported that the ADPD was currently going through final 
consideration at Cabinet prior to submission to Full Council in July. A proposal for 20 
properties at the rear of the Victoria Hotel and 40 houses to the North of the Village (near 
Unllawater Lane) was contained with the plan. In both cases 40% of the developments would 
be allocated to affordable Housing. After discussion Council were concerned that these plans 
were being considered when the recent Housing Needs Survey had identified a very small 
requirement for affordable Housing in the Village. The proposals would be subject to Public 
Consultation and Council would further consider the matter and respond at that time. 
County Cllr Leppington – Advised that the recent A48 meeting had been supported by all 
Parishes affected and the input of Cllrs Firman & Larkham had been greatly appreciated. 
Various improvements had been discussed although the opinion of the Police and Highways 
was that driver behaviour was a major contributor to issues and that greater education 
should be considered, along with the use of mobile speed cameras to influence behaviour. 
Matched funding would also be available for agreed projects that would improve safety. The 
Pelican crossing may be one such project and the petition for the crossing would be 
presented to County Council the following week. Discussions regarding Highways projects are 
on-going with the new contractor Amey he confirmed that they would be paid by the job 
and only on satisfactory completion of the works. It is hoped this will improve performance 
and deliver greater value for money to the County. That said there is currently an £80M 
backlog for Highways requirements, so significant challenges lie ahead and not all road 
improvements and repairs will be achieved in the short term. Dean Road potholes have been 
significantly improved although further work would be beneficial. However, Highways now 
consider that sufficient work has been done and that priorities exist in other areas. 
Victoria Hotel (item 20) –  Legal investigations via County are still WIP. 
Footpath Bullo to the Haie (item 19) – It was confirmed that this activity would not be 
funded via this year’s members allocation. 

Financial 
7. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was received and Resolved to approve 
The May 14 Payments were received and Resolved to approve 

8. To Receive an update on the 2013/14  Internal Audit 
The Clerk confirmed that the Internal audit was being conducted by IAC and the results 
should be available within the next two weeks. 

9. To Consider a request from the Clerk to engage PC Rescue to load the Micro soft Office 
Pack (previously purchased) and an anti virus software pack (£30) 
After discussion it was Resolved to approve the request 

Procedural  
10. To status the  Standing Orders & Financial Regulations best practice review 

The Clerk was requested to arrange meetings for the two working parties involved to agree 
the structure of the reviews. 

Community 
11. Clock Tower 

Refurbishment of the existing plaques is still outstanding. The Clerk was requested to chase 
the monumental mason. 
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12. To Consider Planning applications received  

P0642/14/FUL Bank House High Street,  
Having taken into account the comments made during Public Consultation and the feelings 
of Councillors who had visited the site prior to the meeting, it was felt that the proposal was 
unacceptable. Public comments regarding access, proximity to other properties were 
considered valid and after much debate it was Resolved that the application should be 
objected to. The Clerk was requested to advised FoDDC planning of this decision and 
recommend to them that the Planning Committee hold a site meeting prior to any decision 
being made. 

13. S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Station Road &  Zebra Crossing upgrades 
The petition in support of the Pelican Crossing upgrade will be handed in at the next County 
Council meeting. Discussions with highways have identified that any upgrade with respect to 
reflective strips will not be considered until the crossing is due a general refurbishment. 
There are currently no plans for this to take place. 

14. To receive an update on the implementation of the Multi Use Games Area 
An update on the provision of the netball nets and the refurbishment of the fencing is 
expected at the next meeting. 
The Clerk advised that issues relating to the security of the bolts and brackets on the football 
posts had been reported to Grimshaws. He committed to checking with them that the work 
was complete. 

15. To Consider progress regarding the Parish Maintenance Plan. 
After discussion it was agreed that more ownership of the individual areas of the plan was 
required  and that actions need to be identified and implemented. It was also Resolved that 
the banks should be cut as soon as possible due to Highways visibility issues and that in 
future years they should be cut as soon as the Daffodils have stopped flowering. The Clerk 
was requested to liaise with Complete Gardeners. 

16. To Consider kerbing the edge of the pavement on Mornington Terrace for safety reasons 
It was agreed that railings were a preferred solution if financially viable. Previous reviews 
identified the cost as prohibitive. However, a shorter length of barrier may be cost effective. 
It was also suggested that the member’s allocation from Highways could be used for this 
purpose. It was agreed that this would be a subject for the first Highways sub comm meeting 
with the Highways Dept. 

17. To Receive an update on the discussions with regard to adding the Old Ferry slipway to the 
grass cutting contract. 
Ownership of the area and the financial implications to the Parish of adopting this area for 
maintenance was discussed. It was agreed that the Clerk should seek a quotation from 
Complete to understand what costs are involved in adding the area to the annual contract. 
The owner could then be approached for a contribution. Cllrs Firman & Larkham would meet 
with Complete and show them the area in question. 

18. To receive an update on the land transfer of the Open Space & Embankment. 
The Clerk advised that Complete were reluctant to give a quotation as they feared any hedge 
removal would damage an already unstable wall in some places. Further discussion revealed 
concerns that Council could inherit a significant problem with the wall condition as it is and 
that the S106 monies provisioned for on-going maintenance could be consumed repairing 
the wall. The Clerk was requested to speak to the Developer and notify the Solicitor handling 
the transfer. 

19. Members Allocation.  
Dealt with under County Council report 
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20. To Receive an update from Cllr Leppington re the removal of the fencing outside the 

Victoria Hotel. 
Dealt with under County Councillor report. 

21. To receive a report from Cllr Walker re Flower Tub activity for the coming year 
Cllr Walker advised that donations had been received in the region of £150 which along with 
the budgeted sum of £300 would be more than sufficient for this Summer’s planting. The 
Clerk was requested to write to those Parishioners who have made a donation thanking 
them for their generosity.  The Clerk was asked to confirm the amount received. There were 
also offers to adopt particular tubs and regular watering. There were however some tubs 
that required volunteers to water on a regular basis. Several damaged tubs need to be 
removed and no replacement tubs are planned for this year. The outlook is that by next year 
50% of the current tubs would require replacement, Cllr Chapman advised that she would be 
prepared to donate a new tub next year in memory of her late Mother. Winter planting 
should also be considered later in the year if funds permit. This years planting would take 
place on the 23rd may using flowers purchased from Coinross Nursery who had given the 
Council a 10% discount. They had agreed to invoice the Clerk after collection of the flowers. 

22. To further consider Cllr Larkhams suggestion for a continental style Garden of Rest Area 
It appears that Cheltenham may have a similar Garden of Rest to that proposed. Cllr Larkham 
agreed to investigate further. 

23. To further  Consider supporting the Pre School Group with a grant towards their new 
facilities. 
Difficulties sourcing funding may affect the viability of completing the project this year. An 
update was requested for the June meeting.   

24. To Receive an update on the recent meeting with the Allotment Association from Cllr 
Larkham  
Cllr Larkham advised that a very successful meeting had been held with the Association. It 
was agreed that the allotments vary greatly in size, although a standard fee was applied to 
all. A suggestion that charges should be made per metre square was accepted. Cllr Larkham 
had calculated a number of income scenarios based on the a variation of fees and the 
individual tenancy charge changes that would apply to each plot. It was agreed that these 
would be circulated to all Councillors for consideration and the Clerk should provide an over 
view of the expenditure for running the Allotments. It was also noted that the charges had 
not increased for at least 10 years and had fallen well behind inflation. 
Plot 18 has shown no sign of improvement despite receipt of the second letter agreed at the 
previous meeting to withdraw the tenancy unless improvement were made. After discussion 
it was Resolved that the Clerk should write to the tenants advising them of termination of 
their tenancy as of the 31st May. Plot 14 had also seen no improvement although it was 
recognised by the Association that the tenant had some personal issues preventing him from 
complying with Councils request. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the tenant 
confirming that the Allotment Association would work with him to improve the plot. Work 
required included pruning of fruit trees and the removal of a non-fruit tree. A time limit of 3 
months should be set to allow the improvement s to take place. 
The Association had also requested that a wooden summer house be allowed by Council on 
the site to allow a meeting place and some general storage. The costs for purchase and 
erection plus all on-going maintenance costs would be borne by the Association and not the 
Council. After discussion it was Resolved that the permission be granted. 
The Council and particularly Cllr Larkham were thanked for their continued support. 
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25. To consider next steps regarding future potential changes to the Trees at the Chains. 

Status as per previous meeting. 
General Maintenance Issues:   
26. To Receive an update on the repair of Bollards in the Chains and any Conservation area 

restrictions. 
Cllr Walker confirmed he would prepare an accurate count for Bollards required and 
Highways via B Watkins would be asked to quote for supply. 

27. To Receive an update on the renovation of Church Gates. 
Cllr Bihlmeier confirmed that the gates would be refitted within the next two weeks. 

28. To Consider water gathering in Play Area. (Cllr Kenny)  
In his absence Cllr Kenny provided a quotation for the supply and fitment of the two crates at 
a cost of £1600. The Clerk was requested to obtain an alternative quotation. 

29. To Receive a report on the application to remove the Chestnut Trees on The Green. 
The Clerk confirmed that Abbey trees had quoted a cost of 50% of the original quotation for 
the removal of the two chestnut trees so the removal would cost £175. He also advised that 
Abbey Trees were happy to apply for a 5 day notice as the condition of the tree at its base 
was very poor and could fall in high winds. After discussion it was Resolved to approve the 
quotation. The Clerk was instructed to engage Abbey Trees as soon as possible. 

30. To Receive an update regarding the damage to paving outside the Ship Inn & Old Vicarage 
The Clerk confirmed that Highways had requested Amey to quote for the repairs. As it was 
felt the damage was caused by vehicle parking due to insufficient Bollards it was suggested 
that the Highways should be requested to consider adding Bollards at the time of repair. 

31. To consider next steps with regard to the Trees at Station Road. 
After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotations for the removal of the 
two Trees which were affecting the pavements. Cllr Walker confirmed that he would 
investigate further the potential to hedge the boundary along its length and open up the gap 
to make a formal entry preventing breaking down of the wall in this area. It was also 
questioned as to whether the S106 monies could be used for this purpose. The Clerk 
confirmed he would request that it should be used in this way from Highways. However, as 
the gap does not constitute a direct link to the school from Sheens meadow it was unlikely 
this would be accepted as a suitable project. 

32. To Consider the removal of the Willow Tree and Ivy from a number of Trees at “The 
Beeches”  
The Clerk confirmed that he had attended a site meeting with Abbey Trees and several 
Parishioners. A quotation had been received from Abbey Trees to remove the dead Willow. 
Strip the Ivy from the base of the trees affected and to crown raise the three Copper Beech 
at a total cost of £325. After discussion it was Resolved to approve the quotation. The Clerk 
advised that the Willow could be removed under a 5 day order but the Crowning of the 
Beech Trees would require an application to FoDDC planning. 

33. To receive an update on relining the step edges leading at The Chains. 
Cllr Larkham conformed this would be completed by the Autumn. 

34. To Consider further bench / seat renovation at “The Cliff” 
After discussion it was Resolved to move the Benches from under the Trees out on to the 
being out in the open. The Clerk was requested to obtain a quotation. 

35. To Consider further the Street Cleaning Contract. 
After discussion it was agreed that the contract would be advertised via the Parish notice 
boards and a short list generated at the 24th June  Employment & Finance meeting for 
consideration at the 30th  June Full Council meeting.  
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36. To consider correspondence received to date  

A request from the Governing body of St Peters School to erect a temporary sign similar to 
that for the Country Market had been circulated by the Clerk. After discussion it was agreed 
that the request would be considered along with the proposed general advertising policy for 
the Village. The Clerk was requested to advise the Governing body. 

37. Councillors Recent Issues and Matters for the Next Agenda. 
Parking on Pavement and on corer at Hyde Lane – Next agenda 
Dog Fouling at The Cliff – Issue becoming an increasing problem. – The Clerk was requested 
to report the matter to the Street Wardens and request they patrol the area more often, 
fining offenders if identified. 
Hedging at Orchard way – No improvement. The Clerk confirmed that he would contact the 
letting agent for the property at no 12. 
Properties of Mr Winters & Mr Foster – The Clerk was requested to write and request the 
removal of the overhanging branches and ensure they cleared away their own debris rather 
than leave it for collection by the Street Cleaner. 
Layby West View – A request has been received for a path to lead from the Layby to the 
properties and for the Layby to be increased in depth to allow cars to be parked a right 
angles to the Road. The Clerk was requested to contact Highways to see if it was their 
responsibility. 
Grass banks at Corner of Dean road – Issues exist with visibility for vehicles accessing the 
main highway due to the length of the grass. The Clerk was requested to instruct Complete 
to start cutting on next visit to the Village. 
Car parking The Beeches & Station Road – Next Agenda 
Removal of Fencing which is falling over at the Beeches – Next agenda. 

38. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
As per agreed schedule. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


