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this newsletter or on 
the website. 

Please have a look 
at our new website 
pages for the parish 
council where you will 
find minutes of 
meetings and other in-
formation on council 
activity. 

In this newsletter 
we will : 
Update you on the 
planning inspector’s 
findings with regard to 
the allocations plan 
Launch our park-
ing survey 

WELCOME to 
the Summer edition 
of Newnham News.  
 At the annual parish 
council meeting in May 
I was re-elected chair-
man and Steve O’Leary 
was elected to the po-
sition of vice chairman. 

The new chairman 
of the finance com-
mittee is Felix 
Bihlmeier. 

Council meetings 
will be held in the Ar-
moury Hall for the re-
mainder of this finan-

cial year as the WI 
building is to be sold 
for development. 

Council meeting 
dates are unaffected 
and can be found in 

  Let you know our 
plans for the old bus 
shelter 
Update you on 
plans for traffic calming 
in the village 
  Talk about mainte-
nance in the village 

Thank you for all 
your feedback from the 
last newsletter.   

Your views are im-
portant to us and help 
to inform our decision 
making. 
 

Ian Walker 

Chair 

THE parish council has al-
ready asked for residents’ 
thoughts about parking in 
Newnham.   

Many thanks go to eve-
ryone who gave Steve 
O’Leary ideas for increas-
ing parking capacity.   

These included creating 
space for parking on the 
edge of the recreation 
ground, at the top of The 
Beeches, by the Cliff and 
on the top side of the 
Chains.   

This newsletter now 

gives us a chance to con-
sult more widely.   

Please complete the 
enclosed questionnaire in 
which we are seeking more 

of your views and return it 
to Bentley House (between 
Cottonwood and the Man-
or House) in Newnham 
High Street. 

In addition Steve will 
carry out an on-the-ground 
parking survey – at various 
times on a weekday and on 
a Saturday – by the Clock 
Tower and at the High 
Street/Severn Street/Dean 
Road junction. 

This additional infor-
mation will enable the 
parking sub-committee – 
Councillors Chris Kenny, 
Trevor Firman and Steve 
O’Leary – to issue a brief 
report and make recom-
mendations. 

Car parking ideas under consideration  

Steve O’Leary – 

new vice chairman. 
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FOLLOWING a series of examination 

meetings of the Allocations Plan by 

the government-appointed inspector 

Brendan Lyons, his interim findings on 

the soundness and legal compliance of 

the plan have now been published. 

The inspector concluded that there 

was clear evidence of cooperation with 

neighbouring authorities on a range of 

issues including housing need. 

In terms of the relationship be-

tween the Allocations Plan and the 

District Council’s Core Strategy it ap-

peared that the Core Strategy predated 

the NPPF (National Planning Policy 

Framework), resulting in some out of 

date policies for example in relation to 

rural housing.  

The time horizon of only 11 years 

to 2026 was deemed to be unhelpful 

and should have been longer. 

The Objectively Assessed Need for 

housing (OAN) and its methodology 

attracted significant criticism and the 

inspector identified a need for further 

work on the potential influence of eco-

nomic growth. 

The district’s housing supply is 

affected by underdelivery of previous-

ly allocated sites and currently just 

covers 5.6 years. 

Two Newnham sites had attracted 

specific objections and the inspector 

concluded as follows: 

Victoria Hotel – Allocation of 20 

dwellings. “A scheme involving the 

retention of existing principal build-

ings will require considerable work 

before coming forward.  

“I consider that the allocation 

should be omitted from the five- year 

supply.” 

Land north of Newnham – 

“Subject to detailed design the neces-

sary new access appears achievable. 

Notwithstanding some parties’ prefer-

ences for alternative forms of develop-

ment, inclusion of the allocation within 

the five-year supply is reasonable.” 

However his final conclusions will 

depend on consideration of further 

evidence. 

In response the District Council has 

now embarked on a revised OAN and 

is evaluating additional housing sites 

with a likely report in November. 

Felix Bihlmeier 

AS a result of the feedback received from 
the previous newsletter the old bus shelter 
is being refurbished to become an infor-
mation centre for residents and visitors.  

The two windows in the back wall have 
been bricked up and, after the interior has 
been painted, display boards will be hung 
allowing items of interest to be displayed. 

Although these display boards will be 
lockable, members of the public who wish 
to advertise an event will be able to contact 

key holders, whose telephone numbers of 
will be displayed. 

Moving your ideas forward 

Wash and brush up on the way 

Interim  

findings   

presented 

to district 

Decisions still to be made about future of The Victoria. 
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THE parish council con-

tinues to receive com-

plaints about the speed 

of traffic through 

Newnham. 

 In order to try and 

persuade drivers to ad-

here to the speed limit 

we are investing in a mo-

bile speed limit sign.  

The sign will be one 

that flashes to indicate 

the speed limit on roads 

in Newnham and will be 

placed where it is felt it 

will have most impact. 

Parish councillors are 

working with the county 

council highways depart-

ment to install a sign as 

soon as possible to im-

prove safety on the vil-

lage’s roads. 

 

Slow down drivers! 

Speedy reminder 

THE parish council has meetings with the county 

council’s highways department to discuss major 

issues within the village. If you have identified 

works that require urgent attention the best way 

to get these addressed is to notify Highways di-

rect via the County council website. 

Problems with potholes, (see above) faulty 

street lights, pavements or footpaths can be re-

ported at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport. 

It is quick and easy to use and will result in 

the problem receiving urgent attention.  

WE are always looking for new tenants for the 

allotments in the village.  Plots, which come in 

all shapes and sizes, become available on a 

regular basis.   

For more information please contact the 

parish clerk, Dave Tingle,  07469 204 604 or 

by email: nospc@hotmail.co.uk  

If a suitable plot is not immediately availa-

ble your name can be put on the waiting list. 

Help is at hand Green space for you? 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjknaeBosPOAhVHHxoKHXzOAH0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sustainablebungay.com%2Fbungay-allotment-society%2F&psig=AFQjCNFzGNX3AvDBfOxsEXo6_9JeoYVyUg&ust=14713451572


Parish council meetings are held at the Armoury Hall 
at 7pm, unless otherwise advertised, and are preced-

ed at 6.45pm by public consultation. 
 

2016 
August  30  Parish Council 
September 20  Finance Committee 
September  26  Parish Council 
October  31  Parish Council 
November  28  Parish Council 
December 20  Finance Committee 
No parish council meeting scheduled for December 
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 Chair Ian Walker 516822 
 

 Joy Larkham (vice chair)510652 

 

 Wendy Anderson  516315  

 

 Felix Bihlmeier 510963 
 

 Trevor Firman  516303 

 

 Chris Kenny   510241 

 

 Graham Murray 516626 

 

 Steve O’Leary  517038 

 

 Toby Weeden  726342             

Parish Clerk 
Dave Tingle 

5 Fir View Road  
Ruspidge 

GL14 3AL 

 07469 204 604    

Email: nospc@hotmail.co.uk 

District Councillors 

Richard Boyles  07979755101 

Richard.Boyles@fdean.gov.uk 
 

Simon Phelps 01452 760765 

Simon.Phelps@fdean.gov.uk 

County Councillor 

Richard Leppington 

fodukip@gmail.com 

 

COUNCIL has received some 
concerns about work done 
during the first three months 
of the new contract with 
Centigen, the parish’s grass 
contractor for this year. 

Now, following a review 
meeting, actions have been 
agreed to improve perfor-
mance for the remainder of 
the year. 

The bridges on the river 
path have been cleaned, re-
paired and resurfaced and 
we will soon have the edges 
of the path strimmed. 

The tree survey has been 
completed and in general 
our tree stock is in good 

health —just one tree on The 
Green was found to be dis-
eased.  This will be removed 
shortly. 

Improvements continuing 

Picture for illustration only 

 Bark of diseased tree 

WE are grateful for recent donations to support the 
village flower tubs. This summer we have increased the 
number around the village as a result of donations 
from businesses and individuals.  

It costs £500 per year to produce these displays 
and we are grateful for help to support this cost. We 
will be planting up tubs in September with winter flow-
ers.  To make a donation please send a cheque payable 
to Newnham Parish council, to the Clerk (see above). 

Blooming wonderful! 

mailto:fodukip@gmail.com

