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we continue to operate 
within our budget and 
once again there will be 
no increase in our share 
of the council tax this 
year. 

The new speed warn-
ing signs, mentioned in 
previous newsletters, 
have been delivered and 
will be installed by the 
end of February. 

We have been experi-
encing difficulties with the 
mechanism in the clock 
tower and you will be 
aware that the chime has 
not been working.  

Although a repair was 
effected by our contractor 

WELCOME to the first 
edition of Newnham 
News for 2017. On behalf 
of the parish council I take 
this opportunity to wish 
you a Happy New Year. 

Last year council con-
tinued to make improve-
ments to the open spaces 
in the village.  

In so doing we are 
grateful to our suppliers 
of goods and services who 
enabled us to achieve our 
goals.   

In particular Centigen 
(grass contractors), Abbey 
Tree  services, RJB Land-
scaping and Kenny Morris, 
fencing. 

The Christmas lights 
were a great improve-
ment and we engaged 
D&A Electrical to ensure 
everything worked effec-
tively. 

The flower tubs, which 
brightened up the High 
Street and other parts of 
the village, held plants 
supplied by Coinros 
nurseries, Lydney. 

We are also grateful to 
Gordon Meek, Dafi 
Griffiths and Alex Stewart 
who between them look 
after the street cleaning ,  
the public toilets and the 
Clock Tower. 
I am pleased to report 

before Christmas, it failed 
again during the festivi-
ties.   

We are working with 
them to restore the chime 
very soon. 
IN this newsletter we 
will: 
Give feedback on the 
parking survey: 
Bring you the latest 
on the Allocations Plan: 
 Tell you about the ac-
creditation for our clerk  
Begin our 
Spotlight on Councillors 

feature. 

Ian Walker 

Chair 

IN November Dave Tingle, parish 
clerk successfully completed the 
Certificate in Local Council Ad-
ministration (CiLCA).  

This formal qualification in 
council management reflects the 
continued efforts of the parish 
council to improve the way we 
work.  

With only 25-30% of councils 
having a qualified clerk, 
Newnham is now well positioned 
in terms of strong and compliant 
controls.  

Having a clerk with this quali-
fication also gives us the oppor-
tunity to register as a council em-

powered with the “General Power 
of Competency.”  

This makes it easier for coun-
cillors to make the right decisions 
for the benefit of all as well as 
being able to take part in the 
“Quality Council.” Council will 
discuss the benefits of this at a 
future meeting.  

So, congratulations to Dave! 
FOR further information 
please keep an eye on our new 
website - 
www.newnhamonsevern.co.uk/
parish-council - which contains 
much more information than in 
the past.  

Congratulations to Dave CiLCA, your clerk  

Dave Tingle, CiLCA 
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THE original Allocations 
Plan for Newnham was 
subjected to a series of 
examination hearings by 
a Government Inspector 
in January and February 
2016. 

One major issue  was 
the district council’s 
inability, for reasons 
which are not entirely 
clear, to demonstrate a 
five - year housing 
supply. 

Consultations 
Following the 

inspector’s interim 
findings additional land 
had to be identified for 
development.  As a 
consequence the 
allocation on land north 
of Newnham was 
increased from 40 to 95. 

This change to the 
plan and the 
consequences, for  both 
Newnham and other 
villages, are now subject 
to further consultation 
until February 13th. 

The inspector will 
then consider the 
responses and decide 
whether further 
hearings are required 
before the main 
modifications are 
finalised.  

This will be followed 

by further consultation.  
And whilst this 

scenario of wall to wall 
consultations looks 
impressive, some might 
argue it is merely 
repressive tolerance as 
to date there is no 
tangible evidence that 
any of Newnham Parish 
Council’s comments on 
the needs and 
aspirations of the 
community have been 
listened to. 

Concerns 
Nevertheless last 

September the parish 
council responded to 
the proposed changes 
and expressed severe 
concerns about the 
densification of 
development, resulting 
in 20% increase in both 
housing and population. 

This would severely 
affect the character of 

the village.  It was 
argued that the lack of 
local employment and 
increasing commuting 
pressure should be 
reason enough to 
prevent sporadic, 
unfocused development 
in the countryside. 

The proposed policy 
for Newnham states 
unambiguously that the 
allocation is required to 
‘meet the five year land 
supply’, rather than 
local needs.   

It further states that 
about 100 dwellings 
represent a ‘relatively 
low density 
development’.  With 
four hectares of land 
allocated this gives an 
average plot size of 
20x20 metres – low 
density indeed! 

A special 
requirement stipulated 
by the planners is to 
retain the barn at the 
top of Unlawater Lane 
which is within the 
Conservation Area. 

This barn consists of 
galvanised corrugated 
metal sheets with a 
corrugated asbestos 
roof that leaks.  

The planners’ wish to 
preserve it is beyond 
parody and perfectly 
illustrates the quality of 
thinking at district level. 

Felix Bihlmeier 

Are they listening to 
Newnham’s concerns? 

From elegance …... 

…… to this?  
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Parking questionnaire: 

summary of findings 

THE parish council’s 
working group on parking 
produced its report for 
discussion at the January 
council meeting.  This was 
based on 44 responses from 
the village survey. 

A clear majority were not 
satisfied with existing 
parking facilities in 
Newnham although many 
who had off street parking 
were content with their own 
arrangements.   

Problems 

There was an emphasis on 
problems in the High Street, 
particularly at the various 
junctions, and in Station 
Road. 

There were many 

suggestions for creating new 
capacity, not least in the 
Masonic car park, at The 
Beeches, the Cliff and in the 
school area. 

Many respondents were 
not content with the way 
cars were parked.  
Suggested solutions 
included double yellow lines 
on the corner of Dean Road/
High Street, better road 
markings around The 
Railway and disabled bays 
outside the Pharmacy and 
opposite the surgery. 

In terms of new parking 
facilities the sub-group 
recommended talking to the 
Masons on options to use 
their car park.   

Steve O’Leary, the 

working group chairman, 
has already written to them 
about this.  

Short term options 

Another short term 
option is to look at 
creating a few extra spaces 
around the clock tower.   

In the medium term, and 
requiring some investment, 
the group may take 
soundings on shaving off 
part of the Recreation 
Ground – either a specific 
area, e.g. opposite the 
Railway, or a slither along 
Station Road to enable 
herringbone parking.   

Councillors could also 
look at creating more 
parking spaces in the 
grassy areas outside the 
school and expanding the 
Cliff car park.   

Investment 

In the somewhat longer 
term and requiring 
investment the report 
recommends a quick 
feasibility study into 
expanding, with attractive 
screening, the Beeches car 
park.   

The parish council 
would  require new 
housing developers to 
provide public parking, 
including for the Victoria 
Hotel.   

This could also be a 
route to financing further 
parking availability at the 
Beeches. 

Newnham High Street: one of the areas which is a 
cause for concern. 



!!STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS!! 
IN previous newsletters we have outlined 
plans to improve the footpath at the green 
and the need to repair the bridge. Progress 
has been slow but we hope to make these 
improvements this year. A structural engi-
neer has advised there are no major move-
ment issues and remedial work will not be 
onerous. As the site is of historical interest  
Historic England will monitor work careful-
ly. The next steps are to obtain quotes and 
to secure grants to enable us to proceed. 
We will keep you updated on our progress. 
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IAN Walker 
moved to 
Newnham in 
2005 with his 
wife Teri and son 
Sean. 

Since moving 
to the village he 
has served as both a gover-
nor of Newnham St Peter’s 
School and a member of the 
Parochial Church Council.   

He joined the parish 
council in 2012 becoming 
vice chair in 2013 and chair 
in 2014. 

Ian had a 30 year 
career with the 
Royal Mail 
group holding a 
number of senior 
management po-
sitions with both 
Parcelforce and 

Royal Mail.  
Since leaving in 2007 Ian 

has worked locally as a part 
time gardener.   

His interests include golf, 
walking and he is an active 
member of Newnham Play-
ers. 

Councillors in  

the Spotlight  

TOBY Weeden, 
the most recent 
addition to the 
parish council,  
arrived in 
Newnham in 
May 2015 ac-
companied by 
his Canadian wife Court-
ney and twin sons, Tristan 
and Bailey.  

A former RAF Officer 
and senior teacher, Toby 
now runs his own busi-
nesses from Newnham 
which send schools na-
tionwide on ski and dive 

trips to Europe 
and North 
America.  

Although new to 
the village, his 
parents live in 
Clifford’s Mesne 
and part of his 

childhood was spent in 
Gloucestershire. 

Away from work,  and 
outside extensive twin 
dad duties, you are most 
likely to spot Toby moun-
tain biking, horse-riding or 
running with his dog Finn. 

Watch this space next time when two more of your 

councillors will be In the Spotlight! 

mailto:fodukip@gmail.com

