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Public Consultation 
Loose dogs on playing field – Concern was expressed that dogs off leads were regularly seen on 
the playing field – Add to next agenda. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th  April 2018 at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 37 
Present: Vice chair Cllr T Weeden, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, N Hughes, C Kenny, J Larkham, G Murray,              
S O’Leary & J Shaw 
In attendance: Cllr S Phelps, The Clerk and 9 members of the public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr L. Love & County Cllr R Boyles  
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 26th March 2018 

The minutes of the previous meeting were duly adopted 
4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
Electronic banking – Will investigated further prior to the next meeting. 
GDPR – More information will be available at the May meeting. Legislation comes into effect 
on 25th May. Some of the requirements are unclear and legislation still changing, including 
recent announcement that parish councils need not have a Data Protection Officer although 
it is still considered good practice to have one. 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters on Agenda. 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
Cllr Phelps reported that activity had been quiet at FoDDC with the recent routine meeting 
being cancelled to lack of business. 

2017/18 Audit activity 
7. To receive and approve the Annual Internal Audit Report  

The annual internal audit report was completed on 13th April with 5 minor observations, 
several of which will be dealt with via this meeting. The external Annual internal Audit report 
was signed off by the auditor. 

8. To Consider and approve the Annual governance statement 
After consideration it was Resolved to approve the governance statement, which was signed 
by the chair in the presence of the public. 

9. To approve the accounting statement for the financial year 
After consideration it was Resolved to approve the financial statement, which was signed by 
the chair in the presence of the public. 

10. To receive and approve the income and expense report for 2017/18 
The final income and expense report was reviewed and Resolved as being accurate. A copy 
of the report would be signed by the chair and chair of finance for future reference 

11. To receive the performance to budget tracker for 2017/18 full year 
The full year budget tracker was reviewed and Resolved as being accurate. A copy of the 
report would be signed by the chair and chair of finance for future reference 
 

Financial 
12. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was reviewed and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were reviewed and duly approved. 
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Highways 
13. To Receive an update from Highways on issues discussed at the last highways review 

Details were received from Highways regarding the forthcoming parking restrictions around 
the Clock Tower and the addition of disabled spaces opposite the Doctors surgery. Concern 
was expressed that further parking restrictions would not be popular with some villagers. 
Closure of the A48 on the last night of the music festival is a concern to some Cllrs. The clerk 
committed to writing to Highways to get positive confirmation that the road closures would 
be after the festival had finished. 
High Street footpath issues Highways plan to include in the lengthsman scheme. 
Heavy Lorries using the road in front of the green, probably supporting development at old 
W.I. site. Clerk to contact Highways to see if anything can be done. 
Tarmac replacing paving slabs near horse trough, thought to be due to works conducted by 
open reach on broadband terminal box – Clerk to write asking for slabs to be replaced. 

Community 
14. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the S106 commitment from the WI’s land 

sale to improve the infrastructure at the club. 
Considerable discussions took place on this subject, including the legal S106 obligation by 
the WI to invest the monies from the sale of the site into the club. It was agreed that the 
intentions of both sides were initially honourable, but that negotiations had broken down. It 
was further agreed that to lose the opportunity of such a significant investment in the village 
would be a travesty. It was Resolved that the PC would offer to mediate between the club 
committee and the WI in an effort to come to an agreement  that was acceptable to both 
parties. 

15. To receive an update from the clerk re Freeman homes infrastructure discussion in 
advance of the development being formalised. 

 After discussion it was agreed that any S106 commitment had to be commensurate with the 
development and additional parking would therefore be beyond the financial scope of any 
allowance. Better access to the playing field and school would probably be viable benefits to 
explore with them 

16. To Consider Planning applications received  

 P0331/18/FUL. Willow Bank, Unlawater Lane.- First floor extension and 
conservatory 
At the time of the meeting this application had been withdrawn, no discussion was 
required 

 P0513/18/TPO Turret Lodge the Haie – removal of limbs from Beech and Ash Trees 
covered by TPO Resolved “No Objection” 

17. To receive an update on the proposed works on the green 
The clerk advised that due to year end and the annual audit activity he had been unable to 
complete the actions required to move the project forward. He committed to discussing the 
plans with Ian Walker before the May meeting. 

18. To consider making a joint response to the policing survey received in March. 
It was generally agreed that the primary issue in the village related to parking enforcement. 
The survey itself was considered to be poorly structured and appeared quite un professional. 
The clerk was requested to contact the police and establish who is responsible for 
enforcement. 

19. To further consider parking requirements and issues in the village 
To be considered in more detail next month. 
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20. To Receive an update on the proposed meeting with Mark Harper MP, a councillor and a 

representative of the Post office regarding relocation plans. 
The clerk reported that following the last meeting a telephone call had been received from 
the MP’s office promising follow up actions with regard to a meeting. As has been the case in 
previous discussions, nothing has been heard since that call. The clerk was requested to 
write a letter to the MP including the previous correspondence expressing council’s total 
dissatisfaction in the support given. 

21. To receive feedback from the Cricket Club regarding the  Parish Council’s offer to  become 
Club custodian trustee of the club. 
Cllr Kenny advised that he would discuss this matter further at the next cricket club meeting 
and report back to council at the next meeting 

22. To receive an update on cleaning the war memorial (request from the RBL) 
No progress had been made on this activity and the clerk was requested to seek an alternate 
quote from another specialist contractor. 

23. To Receive a report from Cllr Hughes regarding his approach to the school for a 
contribution towards the   flooding issues in the play park and agree next steps. 
Discussions with the governors related to ownership which was not considered to be the 
issue. The actual degree of flooding was also discussed and it was potentially not as great as 
first reported. Several councillors expressed the intention of checking the level of flooding 
after rainfall, reporting their findings at the next meeting so that a final decision could be 
made. 

24. To receive a report from the plastics free initiative working party. 
In the absence of Cllr Love no feedback from the group was available 

25. To receive an update from Cllrs Larkham & Love regarding LED lights in the village. 
A meeting with a County council representative covered a number of potential black spots.  
Several issues were considered resolvable by light angle adjustments, replacement with 
stronger bulbs and pruning of trees. The CC rep will investigate and report back. 

26. To consider a grant request from the restoration committee re the church bells. 
After considerable discussion it was Resolved to support the restoration fund with a grant of 
£500. 

27. To receive an update from the George café & business loss working party 
A meeting planned for the 1st May has been cancelled due to lack of information on some 
subjects. An individual facebook page has now been set up and a request to add the George 
café to the community asset register has been submitted. 

28. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes and the clerk re the changing rooms on the playing 
field. 
Cllr Hughes advised that the changing rooms required a good deal of TLC to make them up to 
an acceptable standard. The clerk advised that at the Annual parish meeting a request had 
been made for an external socket to be installed for use during times of activity on the field 
such as the street fair. Since the request he has arranged with D & A electrical and Cllr 
Hughes to investigate this and the need for an annual safety check, given that members of 
the public could also on times have access to the building. 

29. To Consider any projects suitable for support from the Two Rivers helping hands 
community program 
The clerk advised that he had spoken to Two Rivers regarding the suitability of the changing 
rooms renovation as a project for them. He was requested to follow this up prior to the next 
meeting. 
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30. To consider an invitation from FoDDC to attend and support a youth services initiative. 

After discussion it was agreed not to participate in this scheme. 
31. To receive an update on land ownership and registration including the burial ground 

Activities are still ongoing with the PC solicitor 
32. To consider a quotation for £2650 from Abbey Trees to pollard the lime trees in the chains 

As Abbey Trees were the cheaper of the two quotes provided it was Resolved to award the 
contract to them. However, before the contract is awarded permission from the land owner 
was required. The clerk was requested to seek that approval prior to the next meeting. 

33. To consider a quotation from Complete Gardeners to sned the limes trees in the chains 
£180, weed kill the High Street x 2 £240(Omitted from the grass contract in 2017)  
& pathway from the cliff to the Silver Fox x3 180 
After discussion it was Resolved to approve the quotation. 

Other Matters 
34. To consider correspondence received to date 
              None 
35. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Burial ground tree works – add to next agenda 
Debris on pathway Dean Road – Clerk to speak to street cleaner to clear. 

36. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
Annual Parish Council Monday 21st May 2018  
Parish Council Monday 21st May 2018  

37. To consider taking the following matters in committee as per standing order 1.c & 26.a 
After consideration it was Resolved to take the following thee items in committee due to the 
personal nature of the discussions  

Three applications had been received for the trading rights contract at the cliff. After 
discussion it was Resolved to award the contract to Mrs C Pritchard as she was seen to 
have the most suitable business proposal for the contract 
To further consider the future plans with regard to the 3 year street cleaning contract 
that expires in August 18. 
It was agreed that the speed sign movement and street cleaning would be combined into 
one contract with a combined monthly payment for both.  It was further agreed that the 
clerk would generate an advertisement to be posted on the web site, notice boards and 
facebook inviting applications to be submitted in time for consideration at the June 
finance meeting with ratification by full council at the June PC meeting. 
To consider for approval the NALC negotiated salary increase (£0.12p) per hour for the 
clerk back dated to the effective date of 1st April 2017. 
After discussion it was Resolved to approve the salary increase (as per the clerk’s 
contract). 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………..                                        Dated………………………………… 
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