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Public Consultation 
Sheens Meadow- A parishioner of Sheens Meadow provided supporting information relating to  
agenda item 26. He outlined the continued demands for maintenance payments from property 
owners  for the strip of land identified under the S106 agreement at Sheens Meadow, even though 
no maintenance is ever carried out. 
Allotments – It was brought to the attention of council that some allotments and pathways were 
not being adequately maintained. The clerk confirmed that the condition of a particular allotment 
has been subject to discussions with the tenant. A formal agenda item is planned for the July 
meeting to agree appropriate steps. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th June 2018 at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 7 
Present: Chair Cllr N Hughes, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, C Kenny, J Larkham, S O’Leary, L. Love, G Murray, &      
J Shaw 
In attendance: The Clerk County Cllr Boyles and 7 members of the public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr T Weeden 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Cllr F Bihlmeier, item 11 planning Pavilion End Barn 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting  held on the 21st May 2018 

The minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 21st May 2018 

The minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
None 

6. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters covered by agenda item 

7. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
County Cllr Boyles advised that Ofsted had report an improvement in Children’s services 
since their previous visit although it was recognised standards varied from officer to officer. 
Training plans are in place to address this issue The Highways contract for small works (pot 
holes etc) is out for tender with three bids being received to date. Trading standards are 
working on a number of new issues relating to children swallowing button batteries that 
cause internal burning and the new electronic vape liquids that when swallowed by children 
are causing poisoning issue. Both instances are being seen more and more in A & E 
departments and Doctors surgeries. At county council legal proceedings at The Victoria Hotel 
are very close to being committed to court now that the legal department is satisfied that all 
efforts to reach an agreement with the owner have been exhausted. 

2017/18 Audit activity 
8. To receive and update on the External audit submission and public notification period. 

The clerk advised that the report from the external auditor is awaited and is expected during 
August. The public rights to view the accounts is advertised and expires mid-July. To date no 
requests have been received. 

Financial 
9. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were received and duly approved. 
The income/expenditure report YTD was noted by council. 
The performance tracker (2 + 10) was noted by council 
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Highways 
No Highways issues were discussed at this point 
Community 
10. To Receive an update from the Clerk regarding mediation and any feedback from FoDDC 

regarding the legalities of unfulfilled S106 agreements. 
The clerk advised that the names of three club representatives had been identified. After 
discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Kenny, Love & Weeden would act as mediators. The clerk 
was requested to write to all those involved with a request that both the WI and the Club 
contact Cllr Kenny to arrange an initial meeting. 

11. To Consider Planning applications received. 

 P0906/18/TCA Ship Inn – Fell 1 sycamore and reduce line of Cypress Trees. 
Resolved No objection 

 P0799/18/FUL Ship Inn – Permission for extended hours to P0391/10/FUL 
Resolved to support 

 P0800/18/FUL & P0801/18/LBC Ship Inn – Change of use for part of Public House to 
Café & retail 
Resolved to support 

 P0786/18/FUL Pavilion End Barn – Erection of two detached dwellings and garages 
and associated works 
Resolved No objection 

12. To receive an update from the clerk on the proposed works on the green. 
The clerk confirmed that two quotes had been obtained from K. J. Morris (£12k) and Crissan 
construction (£15K) both quotes were to an exact specification supplied by the clerk. After 
discussion it was Resolved to award the contract to K J Morris. 

13. To further consider parking requirements and issues in the village including a 
proposal from Highways to enforce parking restrictions around the clock 
tower, to add time restrictions and disabled parking bays opposite the Drs surgery. 
After discussion it was Resolved to object to the double yellow lines around the clock tower 
and the second disabled parking bay as only one had previously been discussed. Restricted 
parking in the area will be discussed at the July meeting. 

14. To Receive an update on the proposed meeting with Mark Harper MP, a councillor and a 
representative of the Post office regarding relocation plans. 
The clerk advised that he had held a further conversation with the manager of the MP’s 
office and it had been agreed that a letter from the office requesting confirmation of why the 
post office is no longer under threat should be sent. Should the answer not reflect a long 
term plan to retain the facility further consideration of a meeting involving the MP would be 
made. 

15. To receive feedback from the Cricket Club regarding the  Parish Council’s offer to  become 
Club custodian trustee of the club. 
Awaiting a response from the cricket club committee. 

16. To Receive a report from Cllr Hughes regarding his approach to the school for a 
contribution towards the flooding issues in the play park and agree next steps. 
After discussion it was agreed that as during recent rainfall there had been no significant 
flooding in the area concerned that no further action should be taken. 

17. To receive a report from the plastics free initiative working party. 
Cllr Love update those present on recent discussions including the re-introduction of a milk 
delivery service including recyclable glass bottles. 
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18. To receive an update from the ReNewnham group regarding commercial losses in the 

Village and agree a response to FoDDC’s questions. 
Cllr Love advised that the open meeting had been well attended and that advice had been 
received from successful organisations, including one from Brockweir who had used finances 
secured via a community bond. It was agreed that Cllr Weeden should prepare a response to 
FoDDC on behalf of full council, once the points of view expressed at the meeting were 
forwarded to him by Cllrs. The response would then be sent on behalf of council by the clerk. 
It was acknowledged that time was short and the clerk was requested to seek a further short 
extension to the advised response time. 

19. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes, Larkham & Weeden re the changing 
rooms on the playing field  
A full survey of the works required is to be conducted by Cllr Hughes, who advised that he 
did not think the toilets were in good enough condition to be used this year at the street fair. 
There is also a quantity of equipment in the changing rooms that can be donated to other 
organisations. 

20. To Receive an update regarding the Two Rivers helping hands community program with 
respect to the changing rooms. 
Awaiting the report from Cllr Hughes. 

21. To receive an update on land ownership and registration including the burial ground. 
Awaiting a response from land registry 

22. To Receive a report from the Arborist regarding the potential issues that may result from 
the owners decision not to pollard the lime trees in the chains and agree next steps. 
The clerk advised that the report had not yet been received. Cllr Kenny advised that 
investigations with the open space society regarding village green status proved unhelpful as 
should a successful application be made, permission from the landowner would still be 
required to conduct any works in the area. It was agreed that next steps would be decided 
on receipt of the arborist report. 

23. To Consider a quotation from Abbey Trees to pollard the lime trees outside the club that 
are touching property windows. 
The clerk advised that the quote had not been circulated. Since adding the agenda item it 
has become clear that planning permission is required. It was agreed that permission should 
be applied for including the limes in the chains to prevent the need for a further application 
should pollarding of the whole area be agreed. 

24. To Consider a request for Parish & Town councils to support for youth activities 
Held over until the next meeting 

25. To Receive a report from Cllrs Larkham and Love regarding the recent LED lighting survey. 
Each light would cost £1500 with a 50-50 shared cost between the PC and County Council. 
Two locations have been identified and it was agreed that within the forthcoming newsletter 
the views of parishioners should be sought, including an option of contributions from 
villagers in the areas concerned if they felt more lights were needed.  

26. To consider a request from residents to take over the maintenance responsibility for a strip 
of land from Maple 33 
After considerable discussion it was felt that the PC was not in a position to take over the 
management of this area. Major concerns related to the lack of interest from the prime 
property owner Guinness (6 of the 9 involved) and the lack of contact with a further owner 
currently renting out a property.  
 
 



Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

 
Page 10 
Procedural 
27. To Receive an update from the clerk regarding the implementation of GDPR requirements. 

The clerk advised that a purchase order had been issued and next steps were to be agreed  
with IAC. 

Other Matters 
28. To consider correspondence received to date - see pack 

To consider a request from a new resident in the village for support in gaining a place at St 
Peter’s school for their daughter. – After discussion it was agreed that council could not get 
involved in individual cases, however, the clerk was requested to write to the relevant 
authority expressing a view that placements should give priority to the children of 
Parishioners. 

29. Matters for the Next Agenda 
Sunken Drain Dean Rise – Clerk to contact highways 
Condition of Yew Trees churchyard – Cllr Hughes developing a report on maintenance 
requirements. 
Overgrowth between park gates and pavement – Clerk to contact highways 
Lack of progress of wild flower area at the Open space Sheens Meadow – next agenda 

30. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

 Parish Council Monday 30th July 2018  
31. To consider taking the following matters in committee as per standing order 1.c & 26.a 

 To Consider a recommendation from the finance committee regarding the 3 year 
street cleaning contract that expires in August 18. 

It was Resolved to take the street cleaning tender discussion in committee due to the 
confidential nature of the submissions involved.  
After discussion it was Resolved to award the contract to Mr G Meek who holds the current 
contract. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………..                                                      Date…………………………. 


