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Present: Chair Cllr T Weeden, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, N Hughes S O’Leary, L. Love, G Murray, &  J Shaw 
In attendance: The Clerk County Cllr Boyles, District Cllr Phelps  and 5 members of the public. 

 
Public Consultation 

There were no subjects raised by  members of the public present. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence 

C Kenny, J Larkham, 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 25th June 2018 

The minutes of the meeting were duly adopted 
4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
There were no actions raised 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters by Agenda item 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
District Cllr Phelps advised that a proposal to the County Council had been made to reduce 
the general speed limit in the Forest to 40 MPH on safety grounds. Planning enforcement 

was of concern as a number of planning decisions have yet to be concluded. Pest control is 
to be ended in March 19, currently the annual deficit for the department is £30K. An £8K 

fund has been set aside to support low income families in need of pest control. County Cllr 
Boyles advised that Townsend House Care Home in Mitcheldean was to close as the 

company running the home declared it uneconomic. It was recognised that the building is 
very outdated with no en suite facilities. Bio diversity opportunities at the road side are 

being investigated where deep verges are present, this would not affect the annual verge 
maintenance program. Victoria Hotel just prior to the deadline for proceedings the owner 

produced documentation they believed to confirm ownership. This document is currently 
under scrutiny. 

2017/18 Audit activity 
7. To receive and update on the External audit submission and public notification period. 

The clerk confirmed that the public viewing period for the accounts for 2017/18 had now 
expired, with no requests to review having been received. The external audit report was yet 
to be received and is expected by the end of August. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were received and duly approved. 

9. To delegate approval for August payments to two nominated councillors. 
After discussion it was agreed three councillors would approve the finance for August. Cllrs 

Bihlmeier, Hughes and O’Leary were nominated. 
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Highways 

10. To Receive a report from the Highways sub group 
Zig Zag lines at the Zebra crossing were extended during highways improvements, reducing 

car parking by at least two vehicles - under investigation by Highways. 
30mph from the Haie to the railway bridge had been discussed, but highways did not feel 

the suggestion would be supported by the police 
A48 wall cleaning – Highways confirmed that the work could not be conducted during the 

recent road closure due to other conflicting works in the area. 
Community 

11. To Receive an update on the mediation process between the WI & The Club led by Cllrs  
Love, Kenny  and Weeden. 
Cllr Weeden advised that meetings had been held with both groups individually. Further 
meetings were planned with a view to a joint meeting being arranged when appropriate. 

12. To Consider Planning applications received 

 P0522 Ruddle Court Farm – Dairy cow accommodation/ milking parlour and other 
associated works. – Resolved “no objection” provided the requirements of the local 

lead flood agency are met 
 P1075/18TPO Land adjoining The Haie – Removal of chestnut tree 

Resolved “no objection “ 
13. To receive an update from the clerk on the proposed works on the green 

The clerk advised that good progress was being made. A local archaeological group has been 
engaged and a group meeting held at the green. A planning application needs to be 

submitted for the second phase of works required. A quotation for this work had been 
submitted by Abbey Trees at a value of £1850. After discussion it was Resolved that council 

would suspend the standing order contained within the financial regs (10.4) requiring to two 
quotations over £1,000. This was based on the fact that three previous quotation 

comparisons had resulted in Abbey Trees being the cheapest. The known quality of work 
conducted by Abbey and the urgency in getting the works completed to allow the full project 

to proceed in the autumn. It was further Resolved to approve the Abbey quotation.  The 
clerk suggested that the materials for the pathway improvements and bridge repairs would 

be bought by council and supplied to the contractor to enable vat reclaim. The suggestion 
was supported by council. Use of the telephone box on the green as  part of the information 

for the area was also discussed as its current poor condition will not enhance the planned 
works in the area. Providing planning permission for the tree work is obtained within the 
next 8 weeks the full upgrade should be completed by late autumn.  

14. To Receive and update on the proposal from Highways to enforce parking restrictions 
around the clock tower, to add time restrictions and disabled parking bays opposite the 

Drs surgery. 
After discussion it was agreed that council’s objections stand as only the time restriction on 

the disabled bays had been lifted. It was noted that a petition signed by 250 objecting parties 
had been submitted to the authority. 
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15. To Receive an update on the proposed meeting with Mark Harper MP, a councillor and a 

representative of the Post office regarding relocation plans. 
The clerk advised that a telephone call that day with a representative of the Post Office had 

indicated that there was no plan to close the post office. Discussions regarding the contract 
with the post master were still outstanding, but do not appear to be being pursued at this 

point in time. After discussion it was agreed that several councillors should meet once more 
with the Post Office. The clerk was requested to arrange a meeting date so that available 

councillors could be identified. 
16. To receive feedback from the Cricket Club regarding the  Parish Council’s offer to  become 

Club custodian trustee of the club. 
Given the lack of progress on this subject it was agreed that the item should be removed 
from the agenda and re-instated should a further approach from the cricket club be made. 

17. To receive an update from the ReNewnham group regarding commercial losses in the 
Village. 
Cllr Love advised that the CVT organisation had yet to object to the registration as a 
community asset. A further open meeting is planned for September, the date is yet to be 
agreed. Funding opportunities to make the facility a community building were being 
explored. It was also recognised that the asset value was very high and significant funding 

would be required. 
18. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes, Larkham & Weeden re the changing 

rooms on the playing field  
Cllr Hughes has issued a report on the works required. Questions were raised by a member 

of the public with regard to the ownership of the building as they felt it was owned by the 
football club. 

The clerk was requested to explore this with the solicitor, but the general feeling was that it 
was the council’s property. 

19. To Receive an update regarding the Two Rivers helping hands community program with 
respect to the changing rooms. 
A response to Cllr Hughes’ report has been submitted to Two Rivers and a response is 
awaited. 

20. To receive an update on land ownership and registration including the burial ground. 
The clerk was requested to seek an update from the solicitor on this matter. 

21. To Consider reports from  Arborists regarding the potential issues that may result from 
the owners decision not to pollard the lime trees in the chains and agree next steps. 
Two reports have been received and circulated both supporting the need for ongoing 

maintenance by pollarding. After discussion it was agreed that the clerk would obtain a 
quotation from a specialist solicitor with regard to adverse possession of the area. 

22. To Receive an update on the planning application to pollard the lime trees outside the club 
that are touching property windows and consider a quotation from Abbey Trees (£485). 

After discussion it was Resolved to accept the quotation for the required works. The clerk 
confirmed that a planning application was in progress and as soon as it was approved the 

work would be completed 
23. To Consider a request for Parish & Town councils to support for youth activities 

There being no further information or further meetings from FoDDC the matter will be 
removed from the agenda 
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24. To Receive an update from the clerk regarding the implementation of GDPR requirements. 

              The clerk advised that a meeting with IAC is yet to be arranged 
25. To consider the purchase of an Elwood  timber effect bench (£697) from Glasdons using a 

    donation from a local family. To consider a quote from K Morris to install outside the  
              Armoury Hall. 

The clerk advised that the donation to PC funds was yet to be transferred and once this was 
done the order would be placed. K Morris advised that there is an existing plinth in place 

outside the hall and if the bench could be fitted to this it could be done FOC 
26. To Consider the responsibilities of the snow warden and nominate a responsible councillor. 

              After discussion it was Resolved to nominate Cllr Hughes. 
27. To consider the current quality of the wild flower area in the open space at Sheens 

              Meadow and agree next steps. 
The area continues to be a concern as the wild flowers have yet to establish. Concern was 
expressed in terms of the effectiveness of the current contractor and the condition of the 
soil. It was agreed that the chair would seek the opinion of a local expert on the soil 
condition and then meet with the current contractor to discuss next steps. 

28. To Consider if the signage currently erected by the Food & beverage vendor complies with  
              the PC signage policy 

After discussion it was agreed that the signage was acceptable providing it was only 
displayed when the burger van was on site and open. The clerk was requested to contact the 

owner and request agreement to this proposal. 
Other Matters 

29. To consider correspondence received to date. 
To consider a suggestion for one way restrictions and herring bone parking on the service 

road adjacent to the chains 
After considerable discussion it was agreed that Highways be requested to survey the road 

way to decide if there is sufficient width to enable parking and traffic flow. It was also noted 
that this suggestion has been made before and discounted due to lack of space, although 

never officially measured by Highways. 
30. Matters for the Next Agenda 
31. Info board condition by monument – Add to next agenda 

Vic Hotel Cars parked outside – add to next agenda 
Masons carpark availability – T W to investigate 
Terms of reference for allotments – add to next agenda. 
 

32. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

 Parish Council Monday 24th September 2018  

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm 

 
 

 
Signed …………………………………………………….                                Date……………………………… 

 
 

 
 


