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Public Consultation 
WI/Club mediation a member of the WI committee advised council of their concerns that £500 had 
been set aside for a further architectural review, despite the institute making it clear they did not 
support such a study. 
Harmony Plan – A parishioner outlined a plan for wildlife protection and environmental planning in 
the village. It was agreed this should be an agenda item for the January meeting. 
Unlawater Development – Several parishioners raised concerns regarding the planning submission 
of Freeman Homes. The concerns included the proposed access to Station Road and St Peters School 
and the fact that the proposed development would not meet the housing needs of the village. Cllr 
Weeden thanked them for their input and confirmed that all comments would be considered when 
the application was discussed under item 13. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 26th November 2018 at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 24 
Present: Chair Cllr T Weeden, Cllrs, F Bihlmeier, C. Kenny, J. Larkham, L. Love, G Murray & S O’Leary,. 
In attendance: The Clerk County Cllr R Boyles, District Cllr S Phelps and 7 member of the public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr N Hughes 
Cllr J Shaw (Absent) 

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Bihlmeier – personal interest in Unlawater Lane development. 

3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 29th October 2018 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 

4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
There were no actions that are not on the current agenda 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters addressed by agenda item. 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
District Cllr Phelps expressed concern that given the employment situation in the area  
FoDDC had decided to invest in a business property in Oxfordshire. County Cllr Boyles 
advised that many options had been considered and although unfortunately although this 
opportunity lay outside the district, it did provide the best investment. Cllr Phelps then 
expressed concerns that the purchase of the Five Acres site by FoDDC would be a financial 
drain on the council. 
County Cllr Boyles advised that the new fire chief was in place and the investigations into 
the previous chief were ongoing. The Victoria Hotel activities were still being pursued but 
there was no further information available than that supplied at the previous meetings. 
Concerns over the pavements in the Queens Acre area would addressed by the use of part 
of next year’s County Councillor highways allocation and the highways department. The 
resurfacing date would be advised when available. At the end of the report Cllr Weeden 
thanked Cllr Boyles for his intervention and cancelling the parking restrictions proposal 
around the Clock Tower. 

Financial 
7. To approve the purchase order issued to D & A Electrical by the Clerk (for £300) to repair 

the Xmas lights. 
It was resolved to concur the clerk’s actions in authorising the works to ensure all lights were 
ready for the Christmas celebrations. 
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8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was duly approved. 
Monthly payments were duly approved. 
Notes: The double payment for cheque 2888 has now been resolved by the bank and 
appears as part of this month’s income. 
Income this month includes the £15,000 PWLB Loan for the “Green Project” 

9. To consider an increase in affiliation fees for GAPTC/NALC membership (note a 10% 
discount is now offered for councils with clerks qualified to CiLCA so net fees reduction  
for PC). 
It was resolved to approve continued affiliation. 

10. To receive consider further the draft budget and agree next steps 
The clerk advised council on the financial effect of a range of % increase on the council tax 
payments of parishioners. After further discussion it was agreed that the finance committee 
meeting in December should consider the budget in depth, and report back to full council 
with recommendations for approval at the January meeting. Publicising the plans for any 
increase would also be communicated via the web site, facebook and the newsletter. 

Highways 
11. To Receive an update from the Highways sub group 

Not all salt bins have been filled – clerk to advise Highway’s.  
The next meeting with Brian Watkins is planned for December 

Community 
12. To Receive an update on the mediation process between the WI & The Club led by Cllrs  

Love, Kenny  and Weeden. 
Cllr Kenny advised that the financial support for a further architectural review was only being 
considered on the supply of a strategic plan and financial accounts to the WI by the club. It 
was also felt that the non-negotiable stance over the current proposed layout was not 
helpful, and probably not to the benefit of the village as a whole. 
Cllrs in general expressed further concerns over the lack of flexibility from one or both 
parties and that a formal business plan should really have preceded any discussions on the 
use of the funds at the club, at the time planning permission was being sought for the WI 
land. 

13. To Consider Planning applications received 

 P1733/18/FUL Unlawater Lane development – Erection of 80 dwellings. 
After lengthy discussion it was resolved “No objection” to the application would be 
made providing the points raised in attachment 1 to these minutes were adequately 
addressed. 

 P1780/18/FUL 4 The Old Station Yard, Station Road – Single storey rear extension. 
Resolved “no objection” 

 P1829/18/TCA The White House – Tree removal & Crown reduction work. 
Resolved “no objection” 

 P1677/18/FUL Swiss Cottage, The Haie – Two storey extension and garage. 
Resolved “no objection” 
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14. To receive an update from the clerk on the works on the green 

Bridge repairs and pathway upgrade – The pathway is now complete but some issues exist 
with the firmness of the path surface. The contractor is continuing to roll and firm up the 
surface as much as possible. Conversations with experts on this material have confirmed that 
it does not go fully hard. 
Information boards & Telephone box use for information. – To be discussed at future 
meetings. The history society are committed to helping with the info board content. 
Installation of an additional dog waste bin. – Clerk to obtain quote and establish the 
location required. 

15. To Receive an update from Cllr O’Leary on the meeting with a representative of 
the Post office regarding relocation plans. 
Cllr O’Leary advised that the meeting is planned for the 3rd December 

16. To receive an update from the ReNewnham group regarding fund raising efforts for the 
George café. 
Cllr Love advised that work was progressing on fund raising plans for the Café. Further 
information was expected to be available for the January meeting. To consider a request 
from the ReNewnham group to support bank charges for the first 
year of accounts. 
Cllr Love advised that as the financial planning work was incomplete this item should be held 
over until January. 

17. To Receive an update from Cllr Larkham with respect to her approach to Glevum Windows 
to support upgrades to the changing rooms. 

 Cllr Larkham advised that no further info would be available until Feb 19 
18. To receive an update on land ownership and registration in the burial ground 

No further update available 
19. To receive an outlook of costs associated with pursuing adverse possession with regard to 

the chains and agree next steps. 
Further considerations ongoing. It was also agreed that this could at some point become a 
highways issue. The highways working party were requested to include this in their 
December discussions. 

20. To receive an update from the clerk on internet banking implementation. 
              The clerk advised he had not progressed this issue during November 
21. To consider a quotation from the Play Inspection Co. for the external inspections due 
              in 2019. 
              After discussion it was resolved to accept the quotation 
22. To consider a quotation from Abbey Trees to remove a large Pine tree from the playpark on 
              health & safety grounds due to decay for £765 

After consideration of the quotation the clerk was requested to obtain a further quote      
including the confirmation that the tree was indeed diseased enough to warrant removal. 
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23. Implementation of GDPR requirements. 

Public rights statements – The clerk confirmed that the statements were based on a 
recommended format developed by SLCC. It was therefore resolved to approve them. 
Collective agreement that personal details of councillors need to be retained on file by the    
clerk for execution of council business. (individually signed documents to be held on file) 
It was resolved that details need to be retained and the clerk was requested to issue 
documents of agreement to all councillors. 
Nomination of two councillors to support the implementation plan. – After discussion it   
was agreed that full council should be involved in the implementation of GDPR, via formal 
presentations by the clerk at council meetings until implementation was complete  
General update on implementation of agreed actions – the clerk advised that although 
significant work remained to be done progress was being made. Sample procedures are 
available that will be modified to suit the PC (if necessary). Implementation is expected by 
Feb 19 when a further audit by the DPO would be made. A progress update would be made 
at the January meeting. 

24. To consider taking items 29 in committee as per standing orders 1.c & 26.a 
There being no members of the public remaining at the meeting this item was not   required. 

Other Matters 
25. To consider correspondence received to date 

To consider an e-mail complaint regarding the pavements at Queens Acre and receive a 
report from the clerk on actions taken.  – Resurfacing would take place in 2019 as per 
County Cllr Boyles report. The clerk also advised that a section of pavement had already 
been repaired by Highways. 

26. Matters for the Next Agenda 
Overgrown Trees on WI site encroaching on Highways – Clerk to contact developer 
Dean Road sunken drain – Clerk to contact Highways  
Parking opposite reserved spaces at the Beeches – Add to next agenda 

27. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

 Parish Council Monday 28th January 2019  

 Finance committee 19th December 2018 
28. To consider tenders received for the 2019-2021 grass contract. 

Three tenders were received and considered by council. Based on price offered and previous 
good service the contract was awarded to Complete Gardeners. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………                                                         Date………………….. 

 
 
 
 


