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Public Consultation 
There being no members of the public in attendance, no issues were raised 
 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th May 2019 at 7.25p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.   Page 4 
Present: Chair Cllr T Weeden. Cllrs, F Bihlmeier, J Isaac-Holland, J Larkham, C Kenny, L. Love               
& S O’Leary. 
In attendance: The clerk & District Cllr N Packer. There were no members of the public present. 
1. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

Cllr N. Hughes, 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
None 

4. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters by agenda item 

5. To receive an update on district council elections affecting the parish. 
The clerk confirmed that Cllr R Boyles had been re-elected and Cllr N Packer hold also been 
elected 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 
Cllr Packer introduced herself to the meeting and outlined an interest in planning and an 
intention to ensure early discussions were held (to ease later discussions) when formal 
planning was applied for. She also advised that a community care meeting was planned to 
take place in Bream and interested parties should contact FoDDC for more details. In terms 
of a general update there was nothing to report as the first meeting of the District council 
was yet to take place. 

7. To receive an update on the ordinary election in May 19 
The clerk confirmed that there were 8 nominations for the 9 seats available on the council. 
The nominees were therefore elected unopposed. The 9th position could now be filled by co-
option and a later agenda item would agree the process. 

2018/19 Audit activity 
8. To receive and update on the external audit and public viewing rights 

The clerk advised that public consultation would commence on the 17th June and would 
continue until the 26th July. Notices of public rights and copies of the accounting statement, 
the internal audit report, and the annual governance statement would be published on the 
notice board and on the website. Website documents would remain on public access for 
future reference. 

9. To receive the full internal audit report from IAC and related actions 
The clerk advised that the internal audit had been successful with four observations being 
made, the auditor signed off the internal audit section of the external audit report. 
Of the 4 observations. Two were now closed, one was being challenged with the auditor and 
the fourth would be closed on completion of the external audit. Copies of the report would 
be published on the website and notice board at the same time as the public viewing rights.  
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Financial 
10. To approve the clerk’s action to move energy supplier from Npower to Octopus energy at 

the clock tower (standing charge 50% reduction). 
The clerk advised council that he had agreed a contract to move the utility supply for the 
clock tower from Npower to Octopus energy, resulting in a standing charge reduction from 
58p daily to 25p. He did so prior to the meeting as the fixed term contract had ended and 
the standing charge from Npower was to increase to 80p per day. Council resolved to 
approve the clerk’s actions. 

11. Financial Statement   
The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were received and duly approved. 

Highways 
12. To Receive an update from the Highways subgroup 

No meeting had taken place during the month, however the clerk advised that a road closure 
notice had been received for Dean Road to enable resurfacing of the dangerous stretches. 
Brian Watkins of Highways also confirmed that no action could be taken in Severn Street to 
reduce vehicles mounting the pavement or to introduce a 20m.p.h. speed limit. 

Community 
13. To receive an update from the ReNewnham group regarding efforts to purchase 
              the George café. 

On behalf of the group Cllr Love updated council on fund raising, confirming that £140K has 
been raised in shares, pledges and donations which would allow a loan for the purchase of 
the building to be secured. A recent performance by the George Choir at St Peter’s church 
had raised over £500.  A posh auction was planned for the 29th June. Discussions with CVT 
are on-going in terms of the actual value of the premises which is considered excessive. 

14. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P0557/19/FUL Eastways, Station Road – Installation of balcony 
Resolved to support 

• P0658/19/FUL The Old Vicarage, High Street – conversion of garage to residential. 
Resolved no objection 

• P0743/19/TCA The Mertons, The Green – Reduction in height of one Bay Tree. 
Resolved no objection. 

15. To receive an update from the clerk on the works on the Green 
The clerk confirmed that a quotation from P Hood would be available at the next meeting for 
the renovation of the telephone box. No progress had been made on the information boards. 
Phase 2 of the tree works were completed. A further quotation for £365 has been submitted 
by Abbey Trees to dead wood the Larch trees along the path edge. After consideration it was 
resolved to accept the quote, to further improve the view towards the river.  

16. To receive an update on land ownership and registration in the burial ground. 
The clerk advised an update would be available at the next meeting. 
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16b To consider pollarding of the Lime Trees in the Chains due to public nuisance from low       
lying branches and sap. 
After considerable discussion it was agreed that low branches and sap nuisance were causing 
health & safety issues in the chains and that pollarding needed to be considered further. 
Verbal concerns from a parishioner would (by the time of the June meeting) received as a 
written complaint.  The clerk was requested to obtain an updated quote for the work from 
Abbey Trees.  

17. To receive an update from the clerk & Cllr Kenny on internet banking implementation. 
All paperwork for approval of Cllr Kenny for internet banking has been submitted to the 
bank, approvals authority from them is awaited before further actions can take place 

18. To receive an update from the Cllr Hughes regarding future use of the football pitch and 
              changing room improvements. 
              Cllr Hughes to status at the June meeting 
19. To consider future newsletter frequency and responsibilities  

After discussion it was agreed that three newsletters a year would be produced. One in Mid-
February, July and November. Cllr Isaac-Holland volunteered to collate content and produce 
the newsletter ready for printing. A deadline for content submission of 14th June was agreed. 
19b To consider requesting additional parking at the Beeches via S106 funding from the   
Unlawater Lane development. 
After discussion it was agreed that although additional parking was needed, the financial 
requirements were far greater than the PC could support. The clerk was requested to write 
to County Cllr Boyles to see what he felt could be done via County Council funding. 

20. To receive a quotation for clearance of undergrowth at the old ferry point 
The clerk advised that no quotation had been received to date. It was resolved that the clerk 
should liaise with the contractor and was given to authorise a quotation up to £100 if 
acceptable for the planned work. 

21. To discuss concerns related to slow progress over Victoria Hotel legal proceedings. 
After discussion it was agreed the clerk should write to County Cllr Boyles requesting a latest 
status, expressing concern that no progress was being made. 

22. To consider issues with bollard damage outside Post Office and suitable replacements. 
Concerns by the postmaster that the installation of additional bollards would affect trade 
were supported by the PC. The clerk was requested to write to Highways opposing the install 
of further bollards whilst the Post Office was still trading. 

23. To consider reports of dangerous parking on zig zags at the lower crossing. 
It was agreed that the problem did not just rest with customers of the Langdon’s nursery but 
that a persistent problem was caused by several users. The clerk was requested to write to 
the nursery asking them to assist in ensuring the zig zags were kept clear. The clerk also 
advised that the community police sergeant also planned to visit the nursery and monitor 
parking at peak times of day. 

24. To consider the opportunity to take advantage of the “Play Rangers” scheme as advised by   
County Cllr Boyles.  
It was agreed that in principle the PC was interested but further detail was required. The 
clerk was requested to contact the organisers. 
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Other Matters 
25. To consider correspondence received to date 

A complaint regarding grass left on graves by contractors was discussed in depth. Although 
the concerns were understood, there is no requirement in the contract for the grass to be 
cleared or collected. The clerk confirmed that no direct contact had been made with the PC 
on the subject. 

26. To consider co-option of a further councillor to fill the remaining vacancy 
It was agreed that the co-option process should be initiated, and the clerk was requested to 
post notices requesting applications by the 17th June for consideration on the 24th. No notice 
for elections is required due to the recent ordinary election in early May, where insufficient 
nominations were received.  

27. Matters for the Next Agenda 
None 

28. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 24th June 2019 
29. To consider taking item 28 in committee as per standing order 1 

As no members of the public were present no consideration was required 
30. To consider approving the increase in the clerk’s salary (as per contract) in line with the 

NALC negotiated pay scale for 2019/20, effective from 1st April.  
The pay scale is a contractual agreement as per the NALC contract and it was resolved to 
approve the increase. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………                                                  Date…………………………… 

 
 
 
 


