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Public Consultation 
Newnham School- A representative from the fund-raising body sought council’s support for S106 
monies from the Freeman development to enable the school to grow, as pupil numbers are almost 
at capacity. Cllr Bihlmeier advised that the district council may already have identified a substantial 
sum through S106 for this purpose. The clerk advised he would check with FoDDC planning. 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th September 2019 at 6.50p.m. in the 
Armoury Hall, Newnham on Severn.    
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Present: Chair Cllr T Weeden. Cllrs, F Bihlmeier, J Isaac-Holland, N Hughes, C Kenny, J Larkham,         
G Moir, S O’Leary & L. Love. 
In attendance: County Cllr R. Boyles, the clerk & 1 member of the public. 
1. Apologies for absence 

District Cllr N. Packer 
2. Declarations of interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 29th July 2019 

Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
4. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
Lime Trees in the Chains – No update has been received from Mr Kerr. As council are 
committed to completing pollarding £2.5K will be added to the budget plan for 2020/21 
Trading rights at the Cliff – The trader had requested permission to site a permanent trading 
unit. They were advised planning permission would be required and unlikely to be granted, 
plus there may be Cllr concerns. Further info on start up plans has yet to be received. A 
further enquiry has also been received. The person has been advised to wait until the new 
year and contact the clerk again. 
External audit report – All audit activity is complete and approved by external auditor. 
Notice of completion of audit posted on website and notice board.  
Handrail outside club– Highways cannot produce a handrail that matches the existing one. 
Simple tubular rail being the only option. Councillors were requested for approval and were 
happy with the proposal, providing the rail met the requirements of the Steward of the club. 
Footpath sign Churchyard to Bullo – Highways happy to support provision of sign.  
Suggestion made that it matches the one showing directing pedestrians from Bullo up 
through churchyard, which has been agreed by council 
Land registry – Land registry office to complete update of records, there were concerns over 
ownership proof of the churchyard. The Clerk has supplied information to council’s solicitor 
backing up ownership transfer. 
Planned works on the green   - No progress has been made on quotations for info boards. A 
quotation for the upgrade of the telephone box is outstanding from Kenny Morris.  
Telescope repair and plaque renovation and re installation – removed from agenda as a 
parishioner wishes to take responsibility for repair. However, council requested the clerk to 
write to the parishioner advising that any re installation of the plaque would be conducted 
by council. 

5. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters on Agenda 
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6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors. 

County Cllr Boyles advised that a new mobile phone link to GCC Highways was being trialled 
so that reports could be made direct. He encouraged the parish councillors to use it as part 
of the trial. Criminal justice for young people, performance of the county in this area is 
amongst the best in the country. A417 scheme, currently out for public consultation. GCC 
during the school holidays introduced a Holiday hunger project aimed at ensuring children 
who are eligible for free school meals continued to be fed. Finally, a climate change panel 
has been established that includes 40 young people from the county. 

Financial 
7. To retrospectively approve the Clerk’s order for a Stanford bench at a cost of £1017 

The purchase of the bench was approved, and a location identified for installation in the 
churchyard. 

8. Financial Statement   

• August payments were retrospectively approved 

• The monthly financial statement was duly approved 

• Monthly payments were duly approved. 
9. To receive a copy of the income/expense report for the year to date. 

The income and expense report was considered by council and found to be fully complete 
10. To consider a report from the clerk on budget performance (5 + 7 tracker) and agree the 

following virements 
After discussion it was agreed that overall spending and income were broadly in line with the 
original budget. Several areas exceeded the sector outlooks as detailed below. It was 
resolved to vire into the budget the following additions 

• £150 to cover additional audit fee expenditure. 
• £175 to cover additional Hedge & Shrub expenditure for the ferry point.  
• £850 for Ash tree pollarding at the Open Space 

11. To agree a process for the 2020/21 budget development. 
It was agreed that the clerk would generate a draft budget for non-discretionary spend and 
known additional spend. The draft would be reviewed by the chair of finance and presented 
at the October meeting, where further projects could be considered. Formal approval is 
planned for the November meeting after a recommendation is made from a special finance 
meeting 

12. To Receive an update on the implementation of Internet banking from Cllr Kenny & the 
clerk 
Cllr Kenny confirmed that he now had access to the parish account. The clerk advised that he 
would arrange a meeting with Cllrs Bihlmeier and Kenny to set up a profile, ready for a pilot 
run in October using the clerk’s expenses. 

Highways 
13. To Receive an update from the Highways subgroup 

Discussions with Highways are covered under other agenda items. 
Community 
14. To receive an update from the Newnham on Severn Community Benefit Society regarding 

efforts to purchase the George Café. 
Cllr Love advised that a further meeting was planned for the 7th October when further fund 
raising would be considered. The move of the shop to the Ship Inn which included a 
proposed café and the refusal of CVT to reduce the price would also be discussed. 
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15. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P1273/19/OUT Land north of Dean Road – erection of detached dwelling and garage 
Resolved No objection 

• P1436/19/FUL The Old School Room, High Street – erection of rear porch 
Resolved No objection 

• P1452/19/TCA The Old House, High Street – removal of two Ash tree branches 
Resolved No objection 

• P1456/19/FUL & P1457/19/LBC Manor Villa, Hugh Street -erection of a single storey 
extension  
Resolved No objection 

• P1492/19/TCA 2 Smithyman Court – Crown reduce x 3 trees 
Resolved No objection 

• P1493/19/TCA 2 Whetstones – Crown lift 1 Hornbeam to 3m 
Resolved No objection 

It was noted that the following applications were received between parish meetings (there being no 
August meeting) with no opportunity for an extension and discussion. None of the applications were 
considered significant enough to need a special meeting to discuss.  
1245/19LBC- Ingleside, 1239/19/LBC - Church house, P1436/19FUL - The Old School rooms  
P1492/19/TCA - 2 Smythian Close, P1493/19TCA - 2 Whetstones, P1529/19/TCA - 2 Mornington 
Terrace , P1536/19/TCA - 5 The Green, P1527/19/TCA - Severn End, P1538/19/TCA - 4 The Beeches 
16. To consider the planned decommissioning of the telephone box in Station Road and   

possible ownership by the parish council. 
After discussion it was agreed that the usage of the telephone box did not warrant its 
retention. It was further agreed that the PC had no interest in taking ownership of it. – The 
clerk was requested to advise FoDDC. 

17. To receive an update from the Cllr Hughes regarding current use of the football pitch and 
              changing room improvements. 

Cllr Hughes advised that a local youth side (not from within the village) had requested use of 
the pitch. After discussion it was resolved that they would be allowed to at a cost of £20 per 
booking. He further advised that Glevum windows would soon install new windows and that 
K Morris was generating a quote for some internal improvements. 

18. To consider requesting additional parking at the Beeches via S106 funding from the   
Unlawater Lane development or via the County Council given it is their land. 
e- mails from County Cllr Boyles confirmed that no GCC monies would be available. It was 
also felt that S106 support was not viable, this confirmed a previous statement by FoDDC 
planning. Three areas were identified as possible locations if funding from other sources was 
secured. The playing fields, upper Beeches & lower Beeches. It was agreed that Cllr Kenny 
would seek the support from a local architect to develop outline proposals for the playing 
field and lower Beeches (a scheme exists for the upper Beeches) to allow further discussion 
and costings. Cllr Kenny advised that although it was probably too late for the Freeman 
Homes development at Unlawater Lane, FoDDC may now have adopted the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which may benefit future developments. The clerk was requested to 
check with FoDDC planning if this was the case. Discussions between the community benefit 
society and the Masons regarding the use of their carpark are also planned. Cllr O’Leary had 
volunteered to take part in these discussions 
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19. To receive an update from Cllr Isaac-Holland regarding installation of an electric vehicle 

charging point in the village. 
Following a site visit by a leading company (who install and maintain charging facilities) a 
potential location has been identified next to the clock tower. The next step is to apply for 
Office for Low Emission Funding (OLEV). Details of the scheme were discussed and Cllr Isaac- 
Holland circulated the full proposal for consideration by council. It was resolved to support 
(in principle) the scheme and discuss it further at the October meeting. 

20. To consider investigations into upgrading the current Zebra crossing by the Church to a 
pelican crossing  
After discussion it was agreed that the potential cost of £70k to install a pelican crossing 
could not be supported by the parish council as highways did not appear to be supportive of 
the upgrade. The clerk was requested to write to Highways seeking clarification why the 
crossing in Blakeney did have Highways support even though the visibility there is much 
greater than in Newnham. It was also agreed that the clerk should contact Highways with a 
request that an electronic sign be mounted on the approach from Bullo, warning of the 
crossing. Installation of an additional post on the Bullo side of the crossing for the parish 
speed awareness sign was also discussed and the clerk advised he would contact the 
Highways manager requesting an additional post. 

21. To investigate a suggestion to install gate type traffic calming signage on the approach to 
the Village  
Cllrs on the Highways committee confirmed that traffic calming in the village has been 
discussed at the A48 meeting. The clerk was tasked to contact Highways requesting that 
consideration be given to various options. Firstly, gate type installations at each end of the 
village, these are considered good traffic calming methods in other areas. The introduction 
of a 20 MPH limit through the village and the supply from Highways of “20 is plenty” signs 
for fixing to lampposts. He was also tasked to contact the community police sergeant and 
PCSO requesting speed check monitoring equipment and formal speed camera support. 
Community led handheld radar equipment use (as conducted in other areas) was also 
discussed and the clerk confirmed he would seek further information from the PCSO. It was 
further agreed that the sergeant and PCSO be invited to the October meeting to discuss 
speeding and traffic calming in more detail 

22. To consider a quotation from Abbey Tree Services for £550 to reduce to fence level a 
Sycamore Tree at the Beeches causing damage to a fence and overhanging the property 
significantly and for £200 to remove a fallen Willow at the Beeches, the fallen branches 
near the parking spaces and coppice the Willow at the corner of Beeches road. 
After discussion it was resolved to accept the quotation for the Sycamore tree and to 
approve retrospectively the second quote for Willow coppice and removal of fallen trees 
approved by the clerk under H & S concerns. 

23. To consider parking signs at the Beeches. 
After discussion it was resolved (by a recorded vote) to accept a quotation from K Morris for 
£70 to install marker posts behind the parking spaces at the Beeches. 
Recorded vote:  
For: Cllrs, F Bihlmeier, J Isaac-Holland, N Hughes, C Kenny, J Larkham, G Moir, S O’Leary & T 
Weeden. Against Cllr L. Love. Abstentions: none 
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24. To consider a quote from K Morris for culvert repairs on the riverbank. (£1500) 

After discussion it was agreed that this may be the best way forward, however a further 
quote is required under standing orders. The clerk was requested to obtain a quote with 
some urgency due to the health & safety concerns over the condition of the existing timber 
covers 

25. To approve new councillor training applications 
Resolved to approve 

26. To approve 2 additional grass cuts at £506 per cut (due to extended growing season) 
Resolved to approve 

27. To consider regular maintenance requirements for the Garden of Rest. 
After discussion it was agreed the continuing poor condition of the original garden of rest 
needed to be addressed. The clerk advised that the street cleaner was prepared to add the 
responsibility for weeding the area and keeping it generally tidy for £10 per month. It was 
resolved to add this to his current contract. 

Other Matters 
28. To consider correspondence received to date 

• An e-mail was received by the clerk from a resident, thanking the council for leaving 
the sheep pound untouched to allow wildlife to occupy the area, particularly 
hedgehogs. However, it appears that many hogs are killed on the road. Warning signs 
are available from Highways, if requested from local bodies. It was agreed that the 
clerk would ask for signs to be supplied and installed on Dean Road to alert motorists 
to the danger. 

29. Matters for the Next Agenda 

• Newsletter – input to Cllr Isaac – Holland  

• Broken picnic table at the cliff – clerk to arrange removal 

• Abbey tree graveyard quotation – clerk to arrange a meeting with Cllr Hughes and 
add to next agenda. 

• Clock tower gravel surface – Clerk to ask street cleaner tidy up 
 

30. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 28th October 2019 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………..                                                             Date……………………………….. 
 

 
 


