
Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th July 2020 at 7.00 p.m.  
Held as a virtual meeting via Zoom  
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Present: Chair. Cllr N. Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, J. Larkham, L Love, G Moir, S O’Leary & J Wickham.    
Plus, the Clerk and one member of the public. 
Cllr Love exited the meeting from item 19 onwards 
1. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs, C Kenny, T Weeden, County Cllr R Boyles & District Cllr N Packer 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

F Bihlmeier – Planning app P0907 personal interest, neighbouring property. No pecuniary 
interest 

3. To Allow Public Consultation 
None 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 29th June 2020 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 

5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Damage to culvert – K Morris has repaired the culvert cover but advised that the timber 
work underneath requires replacement due to rot. There has also been further damage 
reported although it is not considered to have been caused by horses.  Quotes are available 
to infill with aggregate and extra pipe work. At the time it was felt it was too expensive to 
conduct right now given budget constraints. 
Damage in play park- Vandals have kicked off some of the bark retaining boards. Will contact 
K Morris. 
Skate Park fixings – Bolts used to fix down leading edges are working loose or have fallen out 
completely. The Clerk is awaiting a call back from B Cecil to refit. 
Westcotec battery purchase – First replacement battery received, and the invoice included 
in the monthly statement. A second has been ordered as Gordon advised that he was now 
having trouble charging it, again. 

6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
There were no questions arising from the reports. 

7. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters by agenda item. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments were received and duly approved. 

9. To receive an update from Cllrs O’Leary & Weeden on authorisation approvals for BACS. 
Work in progress, to be reviewed at the September meeting 

10. To delegate payment authority for August payments to Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny with 
presentation to full council at the September meeting. 

 It was resolved to delegate authority in the absence of an August meeting. 
2019/20 Audit activity 
11. To receive an update on the external audit report activity. 

The Clerk advised that all documentation had been submitted. A report for PKF Littlejohn is 
expected in September. Viewing rights of the accounts by members of the public conclude 
on the 31st July. No requests have been received to date. 
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Procedural 

To receive an update from Cllr Weeden on the risk assessment & Emergency plan  
procedure reviews for Covid 19 modifications. 

        In the absence of Cllr Weeden this item was deferred to the September meeting 
Community 
12. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P0944/20/PR3PA. Cockshoot Farm, Dean Road – Change of use from agricultural to 
Café & Restaurant.  – Resolved to support the application 

• P0846/20/TCA. 1 St Peters Close – Removal of Oak tree. Resolved No objection 

• P0907/20/FUL. Pavilion End Barn, Unlawater Lane – Erection of Two 4 bedroom 
dwellings.  Resolved No objection. It is noted that Cllr Bihlmeier withdrew from the 
discussion and consideration of this item. It was further noted that this application 
proposed a reduction in the size of properties previously approved for the area. 

• P0923/20/ADV, Land to East of Unlawater Lane. – Consent for V shaped advertising 
sign board. Resolved No objection 

13. To receive an update from Cllr Weeden re the trading rights contract review at the Cliff. 
In the absence of Cllr Weeden this item was deferred to the September meeting. 
The Clerk advised that all health & safety and public liability insurances were in place and 
that the annual fee has been agreed and the initial payment made. 

14. To consider litter issues being experienced by the vendor at the Cliff. 
The Clerk advised that during early trading there had been a few issues relating to refuse in 
the area, caused by greater use of the Cliff during and since lockdown. Several bins had been 
removed by FoDDC over a period of time due to fire damage and not replaced. Discussions 
have been held with Publica management over their replacement. An update will be 
available at the September meeting. 

15. To receive an update on the development of a Neighbourhood plan from Cllrs Moir & 
O’Leary. 
After discussion it was agreed that investigations should continue, and advice sought prior to 
the September meeting when a decision to proceed (or not) could be made. 

16. To receive an update on the use of the remaining Sheens Meadow S106 monies (Adult 
Youth £1.8K) re the changing rooms and Archery Club.  
The Clerk confirmed that a formal quote from K Morris was yet to be received and no further 
information had been received from the Archery club. 

17. To receive an update from the Clerk re transferring responsibility for the Open space 
(wildflower) to a village project group. 

 The Clerk advised that Complete Gardeners were happy to release the contract if council 
wanted to pass the maintenance of the area over to the Harmony Group. A representative of 
the group discussed the proposed works, in line with the residents’ desire for a wildflower-
based area. Council also confirmed that funding was available (and in the budget) to finance 
the work required. The Clerk advised that there was information available on the original 
contractor plans which he would pass on to the group. 

18. To consider questions posed by the publisher of Newnham News. 
Several questions were considered including prime contact and editorial responsibility. It was 
agreed that as he was collating the newsletter, Cllr Hughes would act in both roles. 

19. To consider a request from the WI that council install a water source in the village centre to 
aid flower tub watering. 
After discussion it was agreed that the only possible water access point may be near the 
water trough on the High Street, which has been considered for refurbishment in the past. 
Cllr O’Leary volunteered to speak to the WI on the matter. 
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20. To consider future options for the telephone box at the Green. 

Several possible projects have been discussed at previous meetings, none of which were 
viable. It was agreed that the next newsletter would seek information from any local group 
who wished to adopt the telephone box. A decision could then be made at a future meeting. 

21. To agree next steps re the 3 year Hedge contract which expires after this Augusts cut. 
After discussion it was agreed that the contract would be advertised in the Newsletter, on 
Facebook and on the website seeking quotations. All  information on the terms of the 
contract, being available from the Clerk.  

22. To consider the nominees for the plaques to commemorate historic Forest of Dean figures 
After discussion on a variety of the candidates nominated, it was agreed that any input 
would be by individual councillors rather than council. 

23. To consider producing a protocol for the use of the playing field. 
Held over for discussion at the September meeting. 

24. To consider parking restrictions in sections of the service road next to the Chains 
It was agreed that consideration of parking restrictions had some merit. It was further 
agreed that it should be discussed at a special highways meeting with the Highways manager. 
The Clerk was requested to arrange a meeting for August. 

25. To consider a concern raised by a parishioner in respect of erosion damage at Whetstone   
Brook and a report from Cllr Bihlmeier resulting from a site visit. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised that following a site visit he agreed some work was needed. Land 
ownership of the riverbank was unclear to council, although it is not parish council land. The 
Clerk committed to obtaining information from the solicitor re ownership and Cllr Larkham 
volunteered to identify the property owner whose boundary included the riverbank 

26. To consider future maintenance activity for the Millennium (Georgie’s) Garden at the   
Beeches. 
The Clerk confirmed that following a request to do so, Complete Gardeners would strim the 
grassed area on their next visit to the village. Responsibility for the area as a whole was 
further debated. Some concerns were raised regarding taking responsibility for another 
project that started off as a community project. Cllr Hughes volunteered to speak to one of 
the original organisers prior to the September meeting 

Other Matters 
27. To consider correspondence received to date  

None 
28. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Culvert damage and long-term actions -next agenda 
Bench provision at the Cliff – next agenda  

29. To confirm virtual or Armoury Hall meeting venue. 
It was agreed that a return to normal meetings would be the preference of council and a 
decision should be made prior to the next meeting in September, based on venue availability, 
government recommendation and public access. 

30. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Finance committee 21st September 2020 

• Parish Council Monday 28th September 2020 
The being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………….                                                        Date……………………… 

 
 
 


