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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 26th October 2020 at 7.00 p.m.  
Held as a virtual meeting via Zoom  
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Present: Chair. Cllr N. Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, J. Larkham, S O’Leary, G Moir & J Wickham. 
Plus, the Clerk. County Cllr Boyles & District Cllr Packer 
No members of the public were present. 
1. To elect a Chair (Following the resignation of Cllr Weeden) 

Cllr Hughes was proposed by Cllr O’Leary and seconded by Cllr Larkham. There being no 
further nominations Cllr Hughes was elected unopposed. 

2. To elect a Vice Chair 
Cllr O’Leary was proposed by Cllr Hughes and seconded by Cllr Bihlmeier. There being no 
further nominations Cllr O’Leary was elected unopposed. 

3. To Receive Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs C Kenny & L Love   

4. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
None 

5. To Allow Public Consultation 
None 

6. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 28th September 2020 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved. 

7. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Bank Authorisation – As a result of Cllr Weeden’s resignation, his authority permissions need 
to be removed. Cllrs Bihlmeier, Hughes, Kenny & O’Leary now have full access for approvals 
Toilet & sheep pound  keys – FoDDC have now released a key for the toilet block. Mr Kerr 
has asked for a key to the sheep pound to allow maintenance works to be completed. 
Additional keys need to be cut for both locks, prior to release. 

8. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
Siting of new town proposal – Concern was raised by several councillors over the possible 
location of the town should it proceed. County Cllr Boyles confirmed that many things 
needed to be considered and no location had yet been decided on. Public consultation has 
now started where community views can be expressed. Free school meals – Cllr Boyles 
confirmed that the county had made provision to support meals throughout the county over 
school holiday periods and would not be affected by Government policy. He committed to 
sending the Clerk full details of the plan for circulation  

9. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters on Agenda, by agenda item. 

10. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the casual vacancy and agree the co-option 
process should an election not be called. 
The Clerk confirmed that notices of the vacancy have been posted on the Website and the 
notice board. Should there be insufficient signatures for an election, the co option process 
would be engaged. It was agreed that (if this was the case) interested parties would be 
considered at the January 21 meeting. 

Financial 
11. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for October was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments for October were received and duly approved . 
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12. To approve the decision of the Clerk and the Chair to agree two additional grass cuts as the 

growing season is extended due to mild conditions, 
It was resolved to approve the additional cuts 

13. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for Allotments, Burial 
ground, Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance providers. 
The Clerk advised that no progress had been made as he had not distributed the model risk 
assessment to the Cllrs responsible.  

14. To consider additional projects for the 2021/22 budget and consider modified timelines 
from FoDDC (including the culvert repair activity) 
FoDDC have advised that precept request need to be submitted in January, after the date of 
the PC meeting.  Further budget reviews would now take place in November, with the 
finance committee making a recommendation in December, for consideration and approval 
at the January 21 meeting. 
Additional projects were discussed, and it was agreed to consider the culvert repairs on the 
pathway to the Silver Fox. The Clerk was requested to seek clarification from FoDDC planning 
regarding the S106 agreements with Freeman Homes, with a view to requesting their 
financial support for the project.  

2019/20 Audit activity 
15. To receive an update on the external audit report activity. 
  The Clerk advised that the audit is now complete and the notice of conclusion of audit and 

the external report are now published on the website and notice board. 
Procedural 
16. To receive an update from the Clerk on the risk assessment & Emergency plan procedure 

reviews for Covid 19 modifications. 
The Clerk advised that no action was required on the emergency plan and that he would 
review the risk assessment procedure prior to the November meeting. 

Community 
17. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P1512/20/PQ3PA Underhill Farm -Change of use of existing barn to residential and 
associated building operations 
After discussion it was resolved to object to this proposal as it lay outside the 
settlement boundary in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

• P1584/20/APP Quickset Hyde Lane, - Approval of reserved matters (appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale) of outline permission P0140/19/OUT for proposed 
development on land to the rear of Quickset 
After discussion it was resolved to object to this proposal as the full extent of the 
landscaping requirements have not been detailed in the application. 

• P1598/20/TCA  3 Acacia Close. – Fell one tree 
Council did not feel it possible to consider this application as the tree does not 
appear to within the boundary of the property and probably lies on Diocese’s land. 
The Clerk was requested to seek clarification from the planner 

• P1623/20/TCA Bamford House, 1 Smythian Close – Removal of one Conifer tree 
And 1 Silver Birch. After discussion it was resolved no objection to this application 

18. To consider the purchase of a 2nd filing cabinet for PC records. 
It was agreed the Clerk should get quotes for an additional cabinet. 

19. To consider and approve the updated trading rights contract. 
It was resolved to approve the agreement, updated by the Clerk for issue to the contractor. 
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20. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes on the 2nd quotation for new kitchen in the changing 

rooms (S106 funded).  
Cllr Hughes confirmed that he had met with a second contractor and a quote for the new 
kitchen facility and replacement of the door would be supplied to the Clerk for  submission 
to FoDDC ( S106 fund approval) and consideration at the November meeting. 

21. To consider increasing the payment for formatting future editions of Newnham News. 
After discussion it was resolved to increase the payment for producing the artwork ready for 
printing from £60 to £100. The Clerk was requested to advise Mrs Kent, in advance of the 
next publication. 

22. To consider future options for the telephone box at the Green (electrically 
decommissioned). 
After discussion it was resolved to dispose of the telephone box via a public auction on ebay. 
Cllr Wickham volunteered to arrange the auction. 

23. To receive an update of the 3-year Hedge contract as advertised via the Facebook & 
Website. 
The Clerk advised there were two submissions of interest to date. Applications close in 
December. 

24. To consider producing a protocol for the use of the playing field. 
It was agreed that no further action was required on this item. 

25. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re maintenance activity for the Millennium 
(Georgie’s) Garden at the Beeches. 
Cllr Hughes advised that had yet to speak to the original people who maintained the garden, 
but would do so prior to the November meeting. 

26. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk re requests from parishioners to install  
“Lowther” benches at the Green, the playing field and one additional location decided by 
the PC.  
Cllr Hughes advised that he speak to Mrs Snell to agree both bench locations. The Clerk 
would then organise their purchase and installation. It was also agreed that the request for a 
bench to be sited in the playing field would be supported, providing a suitable location could 
be agreed (maybe by new tree area) and an existing poor condition bench removed 
elsewhere, to ensure bench stocks did not increase above 35. Cllr Hughes will again liaise 
with the donor. 

27. To receive an update from the Clerk on actions required to comply with Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) and consider a quote from Osis designs of £240 to 
implement the required changes. 
After discussion it was agreed this was a legal requirement. It was resolved to accept the 
quote from Osis designs (£240) to evaluate and implement the changes needed. 

28. To consider taking over a bottle top collection scheme for recycling that can fund 
community projects 
After due consideration it was agreed this was not a fund-raising project that was viable to 
take on within the parish council. The Clerk was requested to speak to the parishioner who 
made the request. 

29. To consider the option of virtual or an actual meeting for November and the options 
available for future live meetings 
It was agreed that Zoom meetings worked well and that future meetings should remain 
virtual via Zoom until pandemic levels had reduced significantly. 

30. To consider a request for additional signage at the Beeches for the BBQ vendor at the Cliff. 
It was agreed that an additional “A” board could be located on the Beeches subject to its 
approval by council and its removal when the vendor was not trading. 
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Other Matters 
31. To consider correspondence received to date  

A request has been received from a trader to distribute takeaway pre ordered curries once a 
month from Council land. It was agreed in principle and Cllr Hughes volunteered to speak to 
the person making the request and the current licensed vendor at the Cliff carpark prior to a 
decision being made. 

32. Matters for the Next Agenda 

• Minute display on notice board – next agenda 

• Responsibility for Ash Trees at the Cliff – Next agenda and Clerk to speak to Highways. 

• Water point (as requested by WI) in centre of Village – next agenda 

• EV points via Glos CC scheme. – Next agenda Clerk to seek update. 
33. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 30th November 2020 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………..                                                 Date…………………………. 

 
 
 
 
 


