
Resilience of community 

NEWNHAM NEWS 

Published by  

Newnham-on-Severn Parish Council 

Volume 2 Issue 1— September  2020 

meet, socialise and offer 
residents a varied and 
exciting programme of 
events will always be 
needed.  

Vibrant future 

As community owned 
and run businesses across 
the country are proving 
extremely resilient in these 
turbulent times — watch 
this space as members take 
time to reconsider and work 
with hope and optimism 
towards a vibrant future for  
Newnham High Street. 

If you are new to the 
village, unaware of the 

AS lockdown affected 
everything, it also brought 
Newnham on Severn 
Community Benefit Society
(NoSCBS) events to a halt.  

Our AGM, due to be 
held on 14th April, was 
postponed along with 
several fundraising social 
events planned for spring 

and summer. 

On the positive side 
however, with news of the 
expanded business plan for 
the Shop at The Ship, 
NoSCBS members have 
been blessed with a 
considerable period in 
which to reconsider the 
proposed business plan for 
The George, so that we 
ensure it enhances the 
other businesses in the High 
Street, to the benefit of all 
of us. 

Economic prospects in 
the shorter term are 
seemingly rather grim, but 
the need for spaces to 

project we refer to or have 
ideas, time, enthusiasm, 
expertise, or are interested 
in helping the project 
financially, please contact 
the committee by email 
renewnham@gmail.com or 
 01594 516287 Siobhan 
Smith, Chair or Paul 
Manning. Secretary 
01594 516259. 

Best wishes to all in this 
troubled time when 
Newnham residents have 
pulled together to support 
each other and proven how 
resilient our community can 
be. 

Siobhan Smith 

THE housing market hit 
the headlines again with 
the Government’s mantra 
“build, build, build” — 
proposals for radical 
reforms to current 
planning rules.  

These involve plans for 
a new zonal planning 
system which would see 
new homes, hospitals, 
schools, shops and offices 
given automatic 
“permission in principle” 
across the country. 

The plans could also 
include the creation of 

new development 
corporations with powers 
transferred from local 
authorities. 

Financial contributions 

In addition the current 
system of developers 
making financial 
contributions to local 
communities could be 
changed to require 
developers to pay more 
towards local 
infrastructure. 

In Newnham the 
expectation has been that 

the Freeman Homes 
development would start 
operations in August, 
leading to an additional 80 
homes adjacent to 
Unlawater Lane and 
further development 
north of the site, on land 
of the former Dean Forest 

Farm. 
The parish council has 

considered developing a 
Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (see 
also P3) perhaps starting 
by revisiting the 2009 
Newnham Parish Plan. 

Felix Bihlmeier 

Build, build, build? 

◼  Check list for 
new housing (Pic for illustration only) 

mailto:renewnham@gmail.com
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NEWNHAM on Severn 
Parish Council has a 
number of allotments 
available which may be 
useful for anyone who 
needs extra garden 
space.  

If you are interested in 
taking an allotment or to 
receive more 
information please 
contact either Councillor 
Joy Larkham or Dave 
Tingle (parish clerk). 

MANY of you will have seen that the 
old bus shelter by the bottom 
crossing has been converted and is 

now a Book Stop.  

This has been organised and set 

up by the library. 

All the books provided are either 
ex-library books or books which 
have  been donated and the shelter 
will be refurbished soon to 

accommodate more books. 

Call and collect 

However, due to COVID 19, we 

would ask that all books, whether 

returns or donations, should be 
taken to the library as usual where 
they will be 'quarantined'.  

Current library opening hours 
are Monday 11-12 noon: Thursday 3-4 
pm and Saturday 11-12 noon. 

Unfortunately the library is not 
open to self-browsing but is offering 

a Call and Collect service and a 
direct 'While you wait' request 
service.   01594 516296 for full 

details 

Joy Larkham  

◼  Book Stop:  Looking good ... with more to follow. 
Picture © Nigel Hughes 

Stop here 
for books 

How does your garden grow? 

◼  Join the happy horticultural devotees 
Picture © Nigel Hughes 
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FACILITIES are 
improving on the 
playing fields and 
one of the first has 
been the 
refurbishing of the 
windows.  It had 
been planned to 
undertake further 
refurbishment but 
the Corona virus 
outbreak has led to 
it being delayed. 
However, we are 
hoping that once it 
is safe to do so 
work will be 
undertaken 
internally to 
address some of 
the current defects,  
and to add a kitchen 
area to expand the 
use of the facility 

This will also include replacing the front door which is in a very poor condition. 
The internal / external paint work will also need to be refreshed.  Anyone who 
wishes to help in any way is please asked to contact Councillor Nigel Hughes  
         Contact details on P4 

All change at pavilion! 

AS the parish plan is now 
over a decade old, 
councillors are considering 
revisiting the original. 

Many residents were 
involved in the groups who 
contributed to its 
publication.   

Many of the outcomes 
identified were successful 
and continue.  Council asks 
for your support when we 
decide to move forward 
with our plans.  

For more information 
please contact Councillor 
Linda Love. 

 

Your support needed 

Contacts on P4 → Image for illustration only 

◼  Big changes on the way for the playing 
field pavilion.                   Picture © Nigel Hughes 
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HI!  I am Joe Wickham (31) and 
have lived in Newnham for six 
years after moving from Bristol. 

I work in the recruitment 
industry and have two children 

Noah (9) and Isabella (6) who 
are both at St. Peter’s School.  

As one of my life-long 
hobbies is skateboarding, I'm 
pleased to see the skatepark 
usage has increased whilst I've 
lived here. 

I'm looking forward to trying 
to make a positive impact on 
the village for everyone who is 
lucky enough to live here. 

Meet your 

new councillor 

Parish, District and County 

Councillors’ contact details 

NEWNHAM Parish Council is looking 
for a volunteer willing to investigate 
the feasibility of having the footpath 
(see right) which extends along the 
river bank from the salmon hut to 
the Silver Fox, added to the 
definitive public rights of way map. 

If this proves successful it could 
help finance aspects of maintenance 
in future years. 

Currently the parish council is 
funding any repairs that are 
required. 

If you are interested please 
contact Councillor Linda Love for 
more information.  See above 

(see panel above) 

Of interest to you? 

Picture © Nigel Hughes 

PARISH councillors have continued to meet via Zoom throughout 

lockdown and hope, subject to Government guidelines, we will be able to 

hold public meetings again before too long.  We would like to say a big 

thank you to all our local businesses who have remained open 

supporting our community throughout this time.  Grateful thanks go 

also to our church for all their supportive work and we must not forget  

WI members for maintaining the beautiful flower beds throughout our 

village.  Thank you.  

Nigel Hughes  

Vice chairman’s reflections 


