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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th November 2020 at 7.00 p.m.  
Held as a virtual meeting via Zoom  
Page 17 
Present: Chair. Cllr N. Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, C Kenny, J. Larkham, S O’Leary L. Love & G. Moir.  
Plus, the Clerk. County Cllr R Boyles District Cllr N Packer 
One member of the public was present. 
1. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

Cllr J Wickham. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Bullo planning application P1499 – J Larkham, no pecuniary but family interest 
Pavilion End Barn – No pecuniary interest, neighbouring property 

3. To Allow Public Consultation 
Riverside walk – Views on the benefits of substantial groundworks to ensure the culvert 
repair was permanent, along with landownership, registration as a public footpath & the 
possible involvement of Freeman Homes were expressed. Council were advised that a letter 
had been sent to Freeman Homes asking for their support for the required works. Questions 
were also raised on S106 contributions by Freeman Homes.  
At this point the Chair suggested that item 27 be moved to the start of the meeting as it 
relates to the comments on S106, which was agreed by council. 
To consider the S106 agreement agreed by Freeman Homes and FoDDC  
After much debate it was agreed that there was little direct benefit to the infrastructure of 
the Village. Education, the Library, and affordable Housing were prioritised with the County 
Council, who also benefited from the land purchase by Freeman Homes. After further 
discussion it was agreed that the S106 agreement was legally binding and could not be 
renegotiated. The potential benefits of adoption of the Community Infrastructure levy (CIL) 
were also discussed and District Cllr Packer was requested to seek the status of CIL 
introduction by FoDDC, although this would not have any retrospective benefits in the case 
of this development.  Cllr Hughes advised that he and Cllr Bihlmeier had met with the 
developer regarding a need for a temporary pathway along the riverside whilst they 
developed the entrance to the site. It was suggested that Freemans consider completing the 
culvert works as a gesture of goodwill, and the benefit their residents would have accessing 
and enjoying the Riverbank. A response from the developer has yet to be received by 
council. 
County Cllr Boyles was requested to investigate any possible grants/ funding via Glos CC. 
Ownership of the land was then discussed as a possible issue as although the PC maintain 
the area, they do not actually own the land. 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 26th October 2020 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved. 

5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Trading rights- Contract issued awaiting return. 2nd quarterly payment made. 
Toilet & sheep pound keys – Keys released to Mr Kerr (pound) and the Street Cleaner 
(toilets). 
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6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 

issued to all Councillors. 
County Cllr Boyles advised that although Covid levels in the forest area remain flat, 
significant reductions (36%) have been seen across the county overall and the forest area is 
expected to improve in the coming weeks. District Cllr Packer was questioned on the new 
town initiative on greenfield land and how that aligned with the council’s green agenda. She 
advised that unfortunately brown field sites were no longer available and the need for 
housing is significant. 

7. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters by agenda item. 

8. To consider nominating a replacement for Cllr Weeden on the Finance & Employment 
committee. 
After discussion it was agreed to hold this matter over until the casual vacancy was filled and 
Cllr Wickham was in attendance at a future meeting. 

9. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the casual vacancy and agree the co-option  
process should an election not be called. 
The Clerk advised that the process had been agreed at the previous meeting and the agenda 
item should have reflected this. In terms of the vacancy, one person has expressed an 
interest, although no formal submissions have been made to date. 

10. To retrospectively approve a payment of £50 to the J Wakley -Cox of the Harmony project 
for strimming the Open Space, approved in advance by the Clerk 
Council resolved to approve the advance payment 

Financial 
11. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for November was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments for November were received and duly approved.  

12. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for Allotments, Burial 
ground, Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance providers. 
The Clerk advised that editable assessment forms were now available, and he would work 
with the Cllrs nominated to complete the activity. 

13. To consider additional projects for the 2021/22 budget (including the culvert repair activity) 
No further projects were identified. The Finance and Employment committee will review the 
budget again in December and make a formal recommendation to council at the January 
meeting. 

Procedural 
14. To consider and approve the revised risk assessment procedure.  

After consideration it was resolved to adopt the revised procedure previously circulated by 
the Clerk. 

Community 
15. To Consider Planning applications received 

• F/20/00388/STC – Trading consent at a number of locations in FoDDC including 
Newnham. 
After discussion it was resolved to support the application. 
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• P1499/20/FUL Land at Bullo Pill – Change of use to show persons yard and workshop 
After discussion it was agreed that this application was very similar to previous 
submissions which were objected to on a number of grounds. Correspondence had 
also been received either to the PC or the FoDDC planning portal expressing concerns 
and objections. It was therefore resolved to strongly object to the application. 
Note: Cllr Larkham took no part in the discussion or resolution process. 

• P1870/20/FUL Pavilion End Barn – First floor area increase, over ground floor 
entrance. 
Council resolved no objection to this application. 
Note: Cllr Bihlmeier took no part in the discussion or resolution process. 

16. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk on further quotations for the new 
kitchen in the changing rooms (S106 funded).  
The Clerk advised that a further quote had been received and one more was due in the 
coming week.  

17. To receive an update of the 3-year Hedge contract as advertised via the Facebook & 
Website. 
The Clerk advised one quote had been received and two more were expected. Council 
agreed that to ensure real comparisons were available a methods statement for each 
applicant would be requested 

18. To consider a request for £69 from the Harmony project for material required in the Open 
Space area. 
It was resolved to approve the request. 

19. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re maintenance activity for the Millennium 
(Georgie’s) Garden at the Beeches and consider a quote for the repair to the wall. 
Cllr Hughes advised that the Harmony project had agreed to take over the responsibility, 
working with existing volunteers on the area. The Clerk suggested that the strimming of the 
area be added to the grass contract. After discussion it was agreed to do so. 

20. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes& the Clerk regarding the installation of two  
“Lowther” benches at the Green, and an additional bench in the playing field. 
Cllr Hughes advised that the playing field bench had been procured b y the family and a 
location was to be agreed. The Clerk advised that suitable locations for the benches at the 
Green had been agreed and that quotations for the installation of a plinth for one of the 
benches were being sought, prior to orders being placed. 

21. To receive an update from the Clerk on the implementation of Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines (WCAG) by Osis designs. 
The Clerk advised that the modifications have been competed to a high standard and the 
invoice (paid this month) was for less than the original quote. 

22. To consider the option of virtual or an actual meeting for January 21 and the options 
available for future live meetings. 
It was agreed that no decision could be made at this point and that it would be reviewed 
prior to the January agenda being issued. 

23. To consider publication requirements for meeting minutes (Currently on website and in 
Library). 
After discussion it was agreed that whilst Library access was limited during the covid 
pandemic minutes would be displayed on the notice board and a decision made to continue 
(or not) at a future date. 
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24. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding responsibility for Ash Trees at the Cliff. 

The Clerk advised he had requested Highways to confirm if they were responsible due to the 
proximity to the A48. A response is awaited. 

25. To further consider a request from the WI for a water point in the centre of the village.  
Cllr O’Leary advised that his request to the WI earlier in the year to consider financially 
supporting the renovation of the water trough, enabling a central water point to be 
established was yet to be responded to. He committed to approaching the WI prior to the 
January meeting. 

26. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the Glos CC EV points scheme.  
The Clerk advised that despite numerous approaches no response has been received. 
Concern was expressed that although the initial approach had been made as soon as the 
scheme was announced, the charge locations will already be decided. It was agreed that a 
strong letter complaining about the lack of communication should be made on behalf of the 
chair and council to Cllr Boyles requesting an urgent status on the scheme and the potential 
for the village to be considered. 
The Clerk also advised that a resident had supplied details of another scheme that may prove 
useful. He committed to investigating this opportunity prior to the January meeting. 

27. To consider the S106 agreement agreed by Freeman Homes and FoDDC  
See item 3 

28. To receive the annual external Play Park inspection report and agree future actions. 
The Clerk advised that the external inspection showed that the Play Park in general was in 
good condition and safe. Repairs to some of the wooden surrounds to the play equipment 
and additional bark was required. The Clerk confirmed that bark was already planned once 
the ground was dry enough for a vehicle to access and deliver the bark. Quotes to replace 
the timber work would be sought. 

29. To consider and approve the annual external play Inspection quotation of £196 for 2021 
from the Play Inspection company. 
It was resolved to engage the company for the 2021 inspection. 

30. To receive a report from the Riverside walk group 
See item 3 

31. To consider a request by Freeman Homes to install a temporary footpath on the riverside 
of the A48 during infrastructure works on the Unlawater Estate project. 
See Item 3 

32. To consider information board siting on the Green as agreed within the original project 
plans. (£600 funding ring fenced in reserves). 
It was agreed this matter should be progressed. Cllr Hughes advised he had spoken to the 
History Society in the past about the content of the boards and would do so again. In 
addition, he would investigate suitable boards and suppliers. 
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Other Matters 
33. To consider correspondence received to date  

• To receive a request from a parishioner to retain and renovate the telephone box on 
the green with community support. 
After discussion it was agreed that reconsidering retention should not be added to a 
future agenda, as a full discussion was held at the time of the original decision. At 
that time, it was agreed that efforts to identify possible projects and volunteers to 
become involved had resulted in no support from the community hence the decision 
to dispose of it. The Clerk was requested to advise the correspondent of this decision. 

• To consider a request from a parishioner to consider establishing a parish warden 
system, responsible councillor and annual walks regarding Bridleways, footpaths, and 
public rights of way. 
After discussion it was agreed that the responsibility for public rights of way fell with 
the County Council and a good communication process was available for issues to be 
reported. As a result, a parish warden or responsible Cllr would not be of benefit.  A 
volunteer group could be established if like minds so wished, without it being co 
ordinated by the parish council. The Clerk was requested to advise the correspondent 
of this decision. 

• To consider a communication with Freeman Homes for the Riverside walk group. 
See item 3 

34. Matters for the Next Agenda 

• Consideration of use of the George Café as a activity hub for the PC – add to next 
agenda 

• Replacement of doors at the changing rooms – add to next agenda, Cllr Hughes to 
discuss with Glevum windows 

35. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Finance & Employment committee 21st December 2020 

• Parish Council Monday 25th January 2021 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25 p.m. 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………….                                  Date………………….. 

 
 


