
Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd February 2021 at 7.00 p.m.  
Held as a virtual meeting via Zoom  
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Present: Chair. Cllr N. Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, C Kenny, J Larkham, S O’Leary,  L. Love,  G. Moir  
S. Tempest & J Wickham Plus the Clerk, County Cllr R Boyles, District Cllr N Packer and 1 member of 
the public. 
 
1. To allow public consultation. 

None 
2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

None 
3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 25th January 2021 

Minutes of the previous meeting were duly approved. 
5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
 Speed Sign – Not functioning again, working with supplier to diagnose remotely, need sign 

from Gordon 
 Notice board minutes - January’s posted on the notice board. 
 Ash tree responsibility at the Cliff – No response received to date; chase e-mail sent o Brian 

Watkins. 
 PC repair and upgrade – PC to be supplied to MD computing after this meeting 
6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 

issued to all Councillors. 
Comments were made on the poor condition of the roads despite the statistics presented 
regarding potholes and resurfacing, with many holes having to be repaired a second time 
within weeks. Cllr Boyles advised that the county has a duty of care regarding potholes of a 
certain size once reported even if weather condition are cold enough to make long term 
repair impractical. Re surfacing is the only real answer to potholes. Comment was also made 
that continental European roads are in much better condition, despite experiencing much 
colder temperatures. 
Reference to the “Health in the community” fund was made seeking advice on how to apply. 
Cllr Boyles advised this is a fund divided between all County Cllrs at the start of their term of 
office, who allocate funds to projects requested by parish councils, over the Cllrs 4 year term. 
Newnham has received some of the funds in the past, most recently to the George Café 
project. After the May elections the County Cllr elected will be allocated their allowance. 
Questions were also asked of the tree planting scheme. Cllr Boyles confirmed that he would 
provide contact details to the Clerk. 

7. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters by agenda item. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for February was received and approved. 
Monthly payments for February were received and approved.  

9. To consider renewing the web host licence via Oasis designs for £60 p.a. Plus a one off 
admin fee of £60 to transfer (£240 over three years) versus a site ground service fee of 
£600 for three years. 
After discussion it was resolved to accept the quotation from Osis Designs. 
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10. To approve the renewal of the mobile phone business contract with Vodafone 

After discussion it was resolved to approve the new contract giving a slight reduction in 
annual costs 

Procedural 
11. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for Allotments, Burial 

ground, Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance providers. 
The Clerk advised that he and Cllr Larkham had made an initial draft of the allotment risk 
assessment. Some modifications to the tenancy agreement, particularly around flammable 
liquids were required. Given that the agreements must be issued prior to the next meeting 
for the forthcoming year, it was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Larkham would identify and 
circulate all changes to councillors prior to issue. Once the Allotment assessment is 
complete, work can start on the other identified areas. 

12. To consider a proposal from Cllr Tempest to update the PC communication policy. 
After discussion it was generally agreed that more use of social media would be beneficial. 
Cllrs Moir, Tempest & Wickham would act as a subcommittee, working with the Clerk to 
further refine the policy ready for presentation at the March meeting. Proposals would 
include the decision process of what and when to post on the council’s Facebook page. Cllr 
Tempest was thanked or her work so far on the proposal. 

Community 
13. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes, Moir and Wickham re the discussions with the 

community Telephone box group and a request to hold community funds in the parish 
account 
Cllr Hughes updated those present on the key points of the recent discussions. 
Concerns over insurance of the telephone box were highlighted. The Clerk confirmed that 
the Box is and has been on the PC insurance since 2011, when it was purchased. It also 
appears on the Asset Register.  
Fund raising was progressing by the community group and it was agreed at the liaison 
meeting that funds would not be held by the PC. 

14. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P0063/21/FUL The Old Chapel, High Street – Change of use from Shop and workshop 
to residential.  - Resolved “no objection” to this application 
Note: This is a renewal for a previously approved application 

The Following applications cannot be considered due to response times being in advance of the 
February meeting. 
P0099/21/TCA The Old Vicarage: P0101/21/TCA Ferrybank House: P0102/21/TCA Hill House: 
P0103/21/TCA 2 Severn Terrace. 
15. To consider the current progress in the Victoria Hotel legal action by Glos CC against the 

current owner.  
The Clerk advised that no further information had been received regarding litigation. It was 
agreed that this agenda item would be moved up to the top of the agenda whilst Cllr Boyles 
was present and that the Clerk would chase a status prior to each meeting. 

16. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk regarding Kitchen upgrade at the 
Changing room and the release of S106 funds from FoDDC.  
The installation of the Kitchen area is now complete and looking fit for purpose. A quotation 
had been received from J Morris for additional works to the plumbing and floor surface 
(£288) necessary for Health and Safety purposes. Council resolved to accept the costs of the 
additional work. The Clerk confirmed that on payment of the invoice he would apply for the 
release of the remaining S106 funds held by FoDDC. 
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17. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re the replacement of doors at the changing room 

via the Gloucester reclamation centre. 
Cllr Hughes advised that no progress had been made due to Cllr O’Leary’s availability. Should 
the opportunity for reclaim be impractical he would speak again to Glevum Windows who 
had previously quoted £900 to replace the front door.  

18. To consider the method statement from the proposed contractor for the 3-year Hedge 
contract. 
After consideration of the statement circulated by the Clerk it was resolved to award the 
contract to Complete Gardeners. 

19. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the installation of two  “Lowther” benches 
at the Green, and an additional bench in the playing field. 
Cllr Hughes advised that the bench in the playing field was now in situ. The Clerk advised 
that once the plinth had been installed for one of the benches on the Green, he would order 
them from Glasdons, hopefully prior to the end of March. 

20. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re the self-renovation of an existing bench by a 
parishioner in memory of a family member 
Cllr Hughes advised this was temporarily on hold by the parishioner due to lockdown, as he 
required assistance in the proposed refurbishment. 

21. To receive an update from Cllr O’Leary re the request from the WI for a water point in the 
centre of the village and the potential renovation of the water trough. 
After discussion it was agreed further conversations would take place with the WI and that 
the Clerk would seek an idea of associated costs, to put some context to the funding 
requirements.  

22. To Consider remedial work in the Play Park on wooden timber bark retention barriers to 
allow more bark to be added. 
It was agreed that the addition of fresh bark was a priority as levels had fallen so low. 
Quotations would be obtained by the Clerk to replace the damaged and ageing timber 
barriers that currently prevented fresh bark being ordered. 

23. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re the Riverside pathway and culvert discussions 
with Freeman Homes. 
Cllr Hughes advised that further discussions with Freeman Homes was planned for week 
commencing 1st March. He and Cllr Bihlmeier would attend and report back at the next 
meeting. 

24. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes re the information board siting on the Green (£600 
funding ring fenced in reserves). 
Cllr Hughes advised that he and the Clerk were still investigating possible board options. The 
History Society has created a draft text regarding the ringworks based on recent discussions, 

25. To consider a request that the Fir tree trunk be retained for a sculpture project (rescinding 
a previous decision to completely fell the tree). 
After discussion it was agreed that as the Harmony project team had expressed an interest in 
the participating, they should be contacted with a view of providing a scope of the project 
including its design and funding arrangements. It was also suggested that the school be 
involved in possible design considerations. The Clerk was requested to contact the group. 

26. To receive an update from the Clerk re the Sheens Meadow S106 fund usage and the 
remaining balance held by FoDDC. 
The Clerk advised that on the completion of the changing room kitchen project all S106 
funds from Sheens Meadow would be exhausted. Cllr Bihlmeier advised that an S106 status 
would be included in the March newsletter. 



Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

 
 
 

Page 29 
27. To consider the Highways response to a request for additional railings at Mornington 

Terrace 
The Clerk advised that no information had been received. 

Other Matters 
28. To consider correspondence received to date  

• None 
29. Matters for the Next Agenda 

• Footpath registration (2026 deadline) – Next agenda 
30. To consider the option of virtual or an actual meeting for the March 21 parish meeting 

It was agreed given continued restrictions it would take place via zoom. 
31. To consider and approve a meeting schedule for 2021/22 

After discussion it was resolved to accept the proposed schedule. 
32. To consider debating item 33 in committee as per standing order 1.c 

In the absence of members of the public at this point no decision was required. 
33. To consider a request for fencing replacement support on the PC boundary of the Beeches. 

After lengthy discussion it was resolved, (based on advice sought) that there was no liability 
of the council for a private fence and that it would not be good use of public funds to do so. 
The Clerk was requested to write to the property owner advising of the decision. 

34. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 29th March 2021 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………….                                                                   Date……………….. 

 
 
 


