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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.00 p.m.  
Held as a virtual meeting via Zoom  
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Public consultation 
None 
Present: Chair.  Cllrs F Bihlmeier, C Kenny, J Larkham, S O’Leary,  L. Love,  G. Moir, S. Tempest Plus 
the Clerk, District Cllr N Packer, Highways Manager B Watkins and 1 member of the public. 
In the absence of the Chair (Cllr Hughes) Cllr Bihlmeier was proposed by Cllr Larkham to chair the 
meeting, seconded by Cllr Kenny. 
1. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

County Cllr R Boyles. Cllr N Hughes 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 29th March  2021 

The minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
4. To discuss with Mr Clive Reynolds S106 & CIL processes and opportunities for new 

developments within the parish 
Due to miscommunication on call in details Mr Reynolds was unable to join the meeting. It 
was agreed that the invite would be remade for the May meeting. 

5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 

 Speed Sign – Not functioning again, working with supplier to diagnose remotely, the Clerk 
committed to resolving the issues prior to the May meeting as the sign has been out of 
commission for some months 

 Allotment H & S and contracts – Tenants contracts and H & S policy issued with no negative 
feedback. Only one tenant has released a plot so far this year. 

 Ash tree responsibility at the Cliff – No response received to date, chase e-mail sent o Brian 
Watkins. 

 Cllr contact details – Agreed that Cllrs should publicise whatever they feel comfortable with. 
New contacts details to be issued after election of the new Cllr on the 26th. 

 Wooden boarding Play Park – work completed by Chair and Peter Hood.  
6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 

issued to all Councillors. 
Cllr Packer was questioned regarding easing of development outside of the settlement 
boundaries, and if it meant that locations had to be next to the existing boundary. The 
changes (as she understands it) require the site to have access to normal services, which in 
most cases will apply to land adjacent to existing settlements. 

7. To consider the current progress in the Victoria Hotel legal action by Glos CC against the 
current owner.  
In the absence of County Cllr Boyles, no update was available 

8. To consider applicants for the co -option vacancy created as a result of Cllr J Wickham’s 
resignation. 
Interest was received from two parishioners, both of whom provided statements as required. 
After consideration it was resolved to co-opt Mr M Penny to council. 

9. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters on Agenda. 
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Financial 
10. To receive and approve the year end accounts (Bank reconciliation and Income/expense 

report) for the financial year 2020/21. 
The reports were received and duly approved 

11. Financial Statements 
The monthly financial statement for April was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments for April were received and duly approved.  

Procedural 
12. To receive the 2020/21 internal audit 

The Clerk advised that the internal audit was complete and the IAIR section of the external 
audit pack was approved and signed by the internal audit. 4 minor observations were 
identified on the detailed report. None of which were significant. Two were already closed 
and the remaining two work in progress. The reports have been circulated to council and will 
be posted on the website as required by law. 

13. To approve the annual governance statement AGAR Section 1 
After consideration it was resolved to approve the governance statement. 

14. To receive and approve the Accounting statement AGAR Section 2 
After consideration it was resolved to approve the accounting statement. 

15. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for, Burial ground, 
Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance provider. 
The Clerk advised that it would be easier to tackle the assessments and resulting actions one 
at a time. The next area to be evaluated would be decided at the May meeting after 
committee elections were completed at the APCM. 

Community 
16. To consider the concerns from several residents over the installation of Fibre broadband 

infrastructure and the effects on the conservation area during installation. 
The concerns of a number of parishioners were raised regarding the effect of the Gigaclear 
fibre installation on the fabric of the conservation area. Their efforts to engage with the 
contractor have been unsuccessful. Discussions with FoDDC planning showed that there is no 
local control over their (Gigaclear) activities. Mr Watkins advised that they must repair any 
infrastructure to its original state. So, for example, Flagstones would have to be replaced if 
removed for access. He further committed to supplying the Clerk with contact details for the 
Street Warden team who had authority to inspect works being conducted.  

17. To receive an update from the Highways Manager regarding traffic flow concerns and the 
suggestion of parking and one-way restrictions on the road in front of the Green. 
Mr Watkins confirmed that a site inspection showed a very congested roadway with cars 
parked near the junction, not all are related to the garage business run from part of the 
Victoria Hotel site. Having taken photographs he is now seeking advice from the County 
Council’s legal team on what evidence is needed for legal proceedings. However, vehicles 
parked in front of the garage are on land owned by the Victoria Hotel and are legally allowed 
to do so. Requests for parking restrictions and a one -way system have been considered in 
the past. Parking restrictions would drive issues elsewhere and a clearer roadway would also 
encourage speeding, occasionally reported as being an issue. A one-way system would also 
encourage speeding issues. For those reasons, Highways were not in favour of implementing 
them. Consideration could be made to restrictions on the junction itself that would ease 
access from the A48 onto the side road.  
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18. To receive a report from the Highways Manager regarding concerns that the owners of the 

Victoria Garage are repairing vehicles on the Public Highway 
It was confirmed that repairing cars on the roadside as a business was illegal and part of the 
evidence gathering detailed on item 17 related to illegal roadside works 

19. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes & Moir re Telephone box group meeting. 
Cllr Moir advised the community group were very active and had an account set up for fund 
raising purposes. The next meeting is planned for the 5th May. 

20. To Consider further the council’s legal right of way across the car park attached to the 
Masonic Hall. 
After consideration it was resolved to take this item in committee at the end of the meeting 
due to the sensitive and financial nature of the discussion 

21. To receive an update re the replacement of the existing notice board on the allotments. 
Cllr Larkham confirmed the notice board was on site and the Clerk confirmed it would be 
installed by the entrance. 

22. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P2061/20/FUL & P2062/20/LBC – The Old Kings Head, Kitchen extension to the rear 
Resolved – no objection 

• P098/21/TCA Hill cottage – Remove Ash tree – not discussed, between meetings. 

• P1707/20/FUL The Haie – erection of out buildings (part retrospective) - Withdrawn 
23. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk regarding upgrade of facilities at the 

Changing room and the release of S106 funds from FoDDC.  
The Clerk confirmed that a schedule of work for the outside of the building had been 
generated and was out for quotation from two contractors. He also advised that at the May 
meeting Cllr Hughes proposed to increase the works to the inside of the changing rooms to 
make it a usable facility for the community. An application for release of the S106 funds from 
FoDDC is outstanding 

24. To receive an update on the fitment of replacement of two doors at the changing room 
from Glevum windows. 
The Clerk advised he is awaiting the formal quotation so that the purchase order could be 
raised. Purchase of the doors was agreed at the March meeting off a verbal quote. 

25. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding the installation of two “Lowther” benches at 
the Green. 
The benches are now installed on the green to the satisfaction of the family who proposed 
their installation and who will contribute to parish funds. The benches have been added to 
the Asset register. 

26. To receive an update from the Clerk re the request from the WI for a water point in the 
centre of the village and the potential renovation of the water trough. 
The Clerk is in the process of arranging a site meeting with Heritage Stone (repair contractor 
for the Clock Tower)to assess the viability of returning it to working order. 

27. To receive a report from the Clerk and consider the viability of soft surfacing the current 
barked areas in the Play Park and fully fence the play park area, possibly via a County Cllr 
grant (post May 21). 
One quote for £13K has been received and another awaited. Modifications to the 
requirement could be made that would reduce the cost. Discussions with the Playing Fields 
Association may identify grant funding sources. The Count Councillor fund opportunity will 
be explored after the May elections. Cllr Moir requested that further fencing of the Play area 
be included in any future grant application plans. 
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28. To receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier &  Hughes re the Riverside pathway and culvert 

discussions with Freeman Homes. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised Freemans management meeting on 29th April may reach a decision on 
support for improvements. The budget for the coming year also has a £3.5K allowance for 
culvert repairs. 

29. To receive an update from the Clerk re the installation of the information board from 
Whitehill to be sited on the Green and consider a larger display panel, increasing the cost 
to £1105 (+ vat) 
After discussion it was resolved to approve the increase in board size and additional cost. 

30. To receive an update from the Clerk re the suggestion to sculpt the Fir tree trunk in the 
Play Park and a further suggestion to convert it planking for use as benches of shelters. 
No offers of sculpting have been received. A further suggestion to turn the trunk into 
planking for use elsewhere in the Park was investigated and found to be not financially 
viable. It was agreed to extend the deadline by a further month (to be advertised on 
Facebook) and if no credible proposal was received, request the tree surgeon to complete 
the felling.  

31. To consider introducing wildflower sanctuaries in the village as installed by Highnam PC. 
The Clerk advised he was yet to contact Highnam parish council 

32. To consider the Highways response to a request for additional railings at Mornington 
Terrace 
Mr Watkins advised that the Highways budget could not fund the entire length although the 
first part on the slope may be possible. Funding from the PC and or the County capital fund 
may make the project viable. Residents are concerned that there is no edge to the pavement 
which is a risk to infirm residents and the children and parents from the Nursery. 

33. To consider repair of the steel gate leading to the burial ground (Peace Garden end). 
Clerk to obtain quotes 

34. To consider rights of way registration for the riverside pathway prior to cut off on 2026. 
Cllr Love advised that the community group were still active in pursuing registration. 

35. To consider a suggestion to formally apply for ownership of the land at the Green. 
After discussion it was agreed the Clerk should speak with the solicitor and obtain an outlook 
on costs involved. 

36. To consider a request by the Harmony group to site a bench in the Playing Field. 
After discussion it was agreed that the family could proceed with the installation of a circular 
bench in the recent tree planting area in the Playing Field 

37. To receive an update from the Clerk re reports of vandalism (Graffiti)at the Skate Park to 
the police 
The Clerk advised that the police have yet to action the information supplied re a possible 
culprit of the graffiti. He has chased them for an update 

38. To consider a quote from Biffa (minimum cost only £300) for the removal of the graffiti 
It was resolved to use BIFFA for the removal of the graffiti but only once CCTV opportunities 
have been explored 

39. To consider the purchase of a mobile CCTV camera for use where needed in the village 
A formal quote for a mobile camera has been requested and will be available before the May 
meeting. Cllr Moir to provide details of an additional provider to the Clerk for a second 
quote. 
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Other Matters 
40. To consider correspondence received to date  

• None 
41. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Lime tree condition and pollarding in the Chains – next agenda 
Extended closure of footpath by Freemans – next agenda 

42. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding changes to legislation relating to Virtual or 
physical meetings for the Annual Parish Council Meeting (APCM) and the May Parish 
council meetings. 
After discussion it was agreed to move the APCM to the 4th May whilst virtual meetings are 
still legal and await direction on the holding of the May Parish meeting on the 24th   from 
NALC/GAPTC. 

43. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Annual Parish Council meeting Tuesday 4th May 2021 

• Parish Council Monday 24th May  2021 
 
Item 20 taken in committee 
Cllrs Moir and O’Leary reported that they had met with the representatives of the Masons. 
Discussions took place regarding the right of access, the use of the carpark and terms required by 
the Masons relating to opening times etc. The potential for EV points were also discussed. After 
discussion it was agreed, further meetings were required to progress the matter. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25 pm 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………                                                           Date ………………………. 
 

 
 
 
 


