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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 28th June 2021 at 7.00 p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road.  
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Present: Chair.  Cllr N Hughes, Cllrs F Bihlmeier, J Larkham, S O’Leary, L. Love,  G. Moir, M Penny & S. 
Tempest. Plus the Clerk & County Cllr R Hoyland. No members of the public were present. 
1. To allow public consultation. 

None 
2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

District Cllrs R Boyles & N Packer, Cllr C Kenny. 
3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
4. Approval of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on the 24th May 2021 

Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
5. To discuss with Mr Clive Reynolds S106 & CIL processes and opportunities for new 

developments within the parish 
Mr C Reynolds (FoDDC Development Manager) advised the meeting that S106 and CIL were 
two very different forms of infrastructure funding from developments.  
S106 – Provides financial support for areas such as Affordable Housing, education, Libraries, 
on site recreation and offsite youth & adult recreation. 
Parish council involvement in general relates to offsite recreation. 
In the case of the recent Freeman’s development, an FoDDC assessment (based on the Fields 
in Trust standards) determined that no additional requirements were needed relating to off-
site adult & youth requirements.  
However, significant funding was obtained for the following: 
Preschool £75K, Primary Education £275K, Secondary Education £219K, Libraries £15K and 
15% Affordable Housing. 
CIL – Is a planning charge seen as a potential replacement for some aspects of S106. 
Due to complex administration of the scheme and potential government changes CIL has not 
been adopted by FoDDC although investigation work has taken place.  
The viability of major benefits from both schemes are difficult in the district due to lower 
housing values in the area.  
Mr Reynolds recommended that council contact him with potential schemes, in advance of 
any future applications so that they could be considered. 
On conclusion Cllr Hughes thanked Mr Reynolds for his attendance 

6. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Speed sign – Remote analysis could not identify the fault. Sign returned to Westcotec for 
investigation and repair 

7. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
County Cllr Hoyland. – advised that after discussions with Glos CC representatives its clear 
the pathway through the Freeman’s development was not considered a PROW and County 
have no power over Freemans in terms of keeping the route open. Any proposals that 
council may have would need to be addressed directly to Freemans.  

8. To consider the current progress in the Victoria Hotel legal action by Glos CC against the 
current owner.  
Cllr Hoyland confirmed that she had received no information from the legal team. 

9. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters by agenda item. 
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Financial 
10. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for June was received and duly approved.  
Monthly payments for June were received and duly approved.  

11. To receive from the Clerk the Income & Expense report YTD 
The report was received and considered complete YTD 

12. To receive from the Clerk the performance tracker 2 +10 
The Clerk advised that the tracker (previously circulated) was up to date with forecasting for 
the remainder of the year in place.  

13. To receive a report from the finance committee on the quarterly financial audit 
Cllr Bihlmeier confirmed that the audit conducted by Cllr Moir identified no issues with the 
financial processes audited.  

Procedural 
14. To receive an update from the Clerk on the external Audit (PKF Littlejohn) 

The Clerk advised that a response from the auditor was expected in August. To date no issues 
have been notified. Public viewing rights of the unaudited accounts were advertised on both 
the notice board and website in line with legal requirements. Posted on the 11th June and 
commencing on the 14th June, effective until the 23rd July.   

15. To receive an update from the Clerk re the risk assessments required for, Burial ground, 
Tree maintenance and Open spaces as required by insurance provider. 
The Clerk advised that sample risk assessments had been obtained from another burial 
authority and a review by him and the chair would be arranged. 

Community 
16. To consider concerns raised by parishioners re the closure of footpaths by Freeman Homes 

during the development of the area, and explore possible alternatives to allow access. 
County Cllr Hoyland’s report was noted. Cllr Penny committed to preparing some options for 
discussion with Freemans. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mr Reynolds 
requesting that any future applications by Freeman’s in this development area should be 
subject to inclusion of a diversion of the footpath and limitations on closure times. 

17. To receive an update from the Chair regarding the Gigaclear installation program 
Cllr Hughes advised that box installation would be on the footpath rather than the highway, 
to prevent traffic issues during installation and connection to properties. Gigaclear have an 
obligation to talk to the conservation officer, although it is not clear of the extent of current 
discussions. The Highways Manager confirmed that there were dedicated staff in their 
department to monitor the installation. 

18. To receive an update from Cllrs Hughes, Moir & Tempest re Telephone box group meeting 
and consider a request to hold a fund raising event on the Green. 
Cllr Moir advised, the group feel individual fund raising is exhausted but plan other fund 
raising events. They were disappointed the PC had rejected a request for financial support. A 
request that the paint required would be procured by the PC but funded by the group was 
accepted by council. The Clerk was requested to liaise with the group for sources, 
specifications, quantities and suppliers. 

19. To Consider further the council’s legal right of way across land owned by the Masonic Hall. 
(to be taken in committee at the end of normal business) 
As no public were present the item was discussed during normal business. 
The solicitor’s response to the points raised in the recent e-mail from the Masons was 
discussed. The Clerk was requested to liaise with the solicitor regarding several issues 
 



Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

Page 11 
relating to access. Cllr Penny agreed to liaise with the solicitor on a number of 
documentation issues. 
It was agreed that the playing field side of the area in question should be cleared. The Clerk 
was instructed to obtain a quote for the work from Complete Gardeners. 

20. To Consider Planning applications received 
The Clerk advised that no applications had been received during the month. Cllr Bihlmeier 
commented that this was the first time in 10 years where no applications had been received. 

21. To receive an update from Cllr Hughes & the Clerk regarding upgrade of facilities at the 
Changing room and the release of S106 funds from FoDDC.  
The Clerk advised that a quotation for repair & painting of the outside of the building had 
been received from P S Jaynes totalling £1720. He further advised that request for quotation 
from two other contractors were not forthcoming, after several request had been made. 
After discussion it was resolved to suspend financial regulation 10.4 as further quotes were 
difficult to obtain and the work needed to be complete during the summer months. 
It was further resolved to vire the necessary funds into the current budget. 
The Clerk was instructed to place the order. 

22. To receive an update on the fitment of replacement of two doors at the changing room 
from Glevum windows 
The Chair confirmed that the new doors would be fitted by Glevum on Friday 2nd July. 
The Clerk advised he would apply to FoDDC for the release of the remaining S106 funds 

23. To receive an update from the Clerk re the request from the WI for a water point in the 
centre of the village and the potential renovation of the water trough. 
The Clerk advised he was still trying to get a site visit from Heritage Stone who completed 
the work on the Clock Tower. Unfortunately, as with all contractors their schedule is very full 
and a date has yet to be agreed. There are few specialists in this field and alternatives are 
not easy to identify. 

24. To consider indicative quotations for  soft surfacing the current barked areas in the Play 
Park, possibly via a County Cllr grant (post May 21) and other grant options. 
Two quotations had been received, both of which identified the cost as being unaffordable 
without grant support. 
The Clerk was requested to follow up a discussion with Greenfields whereby they would 
investigate grants on behalf of council taking a % of any successful bids. He confirmed he 
would also follow up with Cllr Hoyland on the possibility of a County Cllr allowance grant. 
It was also resolved to purchase a further quantity of bark as the area is still very low. 

25. To consider a quotation from Greenfields to fully fence the play park area. 
The Clerk advised the quotation had not been received and would chase Greenfields before 
the next meeting. 

26. To receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier &  Hughes re the Riverside pathway and culvert 
discussions with Freeman Homes. 
Freeman’s have confirmed that an estimate for the project to improve the riverbank would 
be £50K with an expected contribution of 50% from the parish. Due to existing footpath 
closures, it was not considered viable until Autumn 2022. 
After discussion it was agreed that the parish could only fund their proportion through grant 
support, which would be difficult given the PC do not own the land. Cllr Penny advised a 
substrate along path already existed and would provide details to the Clerk, to share with 
Freemans  
It was agreed the culvert improvements budgeted by council should be pursued this summer. 
The Clerk was instructed to seek planning & the Environment Agency permissions and ask 
SDG & K Morris to refresh their quotes which are almost 2 years old. 
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27. To consider a proposal from parishioners for council to take responsibility for contract 

placement and ordering of the sculpture project at the Play Park. 
After discussion it was agreed to accept their proposal subject to a review of the ongoing 
maintenance costs being reasonable, and providing council has the final say on contract 
content with sufficient funds being raised by the group in advance of contract placement. 

28. To consider the Highways response to a request for additional railings at Mornington 
Terrace and potential PC part funding 
Highways advised that the small section to the road would cost £2K and may be funded via 
the County Council, extending the railings further along the footpath would cost £22K and 
unlikely to be funded via the County. It was agreed that the Clerk should request Highways to 
proceed with the small section. 

29. To receive an update from Cllr Love re the registration for the riverside pathway prior to 
cut off on 2026. 
Cllr Love advised that meetings were on going with progress being made. 

30. To receive an update from the Clerk re reports to the police of vandalism (Graffiti) at the 
Skate Park. 
Correspondence from the police previously circulated showed that the investigation was 
ongoing. Biffa have cleaned the graffiti off at a cost of £300 yet to be invoiced to council. 

31. To receive an update from the Clerk re options for the purchase of a mobile CCTV 
equipment and consider two quotations . 
Several quotes were considered ranging from £1350 for the equipment with a £60 per 
month connection charge to a remote storage and one fully self-contained for £2100 (with 
no monthly charges) mounted on the changing rooms. Following a suggestion from Cllr 
Kenny, Cllr Penny agreed to investigate a further option to purchase a system by the PC, 
installed by the PC.  

32. To receive an update from the Chair re a meeting held at the Chains with the owner Mr 
Kerr 
Cllr Hughes advised that the discussion with the owner led to a number of actions for the 
Clerk to investigate, including the power of Highways to force work to be completed and 
reclaim the cost if they had to conduct the work themselves, the history of pollarding over 
time and the supply of the Barton Hyett report on management of street trees to the owner. 
Further discussion can then take place at a future date. 

33. To receive an update from Highways re the responsibility for the Ash trees at the cliff, 
beside the A48. 
Highways are trying to identify the owner and contact them. Should they not be able to, and 
the trees become an issue on the Highway they will have to take responsibility. 

34. To consider any changes that may be relevant to the tenancy contract for parking at the 
Beeches for future tenants. 
To be discussed at a future meeting 

35. To consider options for creation of additional parking in the Village 
To be discussed at a future meeting 

36. To consider quotations to re line the tennis courts in the MUGA 
Quotes should be available for consideration at the July meeting. 

37. To consider a quotation to remove a dead tree on the Green from Abbey Trees 
Two contractors have been engaged to quote for the removal of the tree, with one quote 
being received. Further consideration can be given at the July meeting when both quotes are 
available. The tree is not considered to be an immediate issue by the contractors and a 
decision in July should be acceptable  
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38. To consider a quotation to remove Ivy from a number of trees at the Beeches that will 

cause damage to the trees over time. 
One quote has been received for removal of the Ivy (£485) however, it was felt by the other 
contractor that the Ivy posed no threat to the welfare of the tree and provided a good 
habitat for a variety of wild life, including birds. It was agreed to remove this item from the 
agenda but monitor the growth in future years. 

39. To consider a request for community events to be held on areas such as the Green and the 
Playing field. 
After discussion it was agreed that the use of the changing rooms by the wider community 
was the reason for the installation of the Kitchen and repairs currently planned. Charges 
were discussed, and it was further agreed that until the renovation (inside and out) were 
complete, charges would not be made. The Clerk was requested to establish what costs 
would be involved in events being held there ready for when charges could be made. 
Cllr Tempest advised that fund raising for the purchase of the George Café included an event 
planned for the 24th July, on the playing field (providing Covid restrictions have been lifted) 
which would include the use of the changing rooms. Council agreed with the use of the 
facilities and asked the Clerk to check the public liability cover provided by the PC insurer for 
a live music event that included the sale of alcohol. 

Other Matters 
40. To consider correspondence received to date  

To consider a request from a parishioner to fell at least one of the Lime trees at the lower 
High Street. 

 Two quotes obtained to pollard the three trees at the lower High Street were considered.  
Abbey Trees (£485) Forest & Wye tree services (£695) after discussion it was resolved to 
award the contract to Abbey Trees and for the work to be completed at the end of the 
growing season, after planning permission has been received. 
Note: the request for felling was rejected on the grounds that it the trees appear to be 
covered by TPO’s and any request would not be in the interests of the aesthetic view of the 
village High Street. 

41. Matters for the Next Agenda 

• Gate Spring broken playing field Station Road- Next agenda 

• Overgrown pathway between Station Road & Dean Road – next agenda 

• Erection of fencing between Changing rooms and the Masons boundary – next 
agenda 

• Growth out of wall along playing field boundary station road – Clerk to talk to 
Gordon 

42. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 26th July 2021 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………                                                                Date……………………. 
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