
W 
e’re delighted to 
have raised our 
target of £1,500 to 
pay for an artist to 

convert the playground tree 
stump into an artwork.  

A big thank you to all who 
contributed.  We will be in touch 
in due course to update you on 
progress.  

Where are the artists? 

The next step is to identify a 
suitable artist.  Please share our 
contact information with anyone 
you think may be interested in 
applying and we can send them a 
brief.  

Thanks also go to Harmony 
Project for holding the funds for 
us and the parish councillors for 

their support.  For further project 
details contact Rhona: 
rhonamstephens@gmail.com or 
Carolyn: 
carolyndevos@gmail.com 

Soon the stump will be 
smiling again!!     
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Chairman’s  

message 

◼ An exciting time lies ahead 
for me.  Watch this space.  ….. 

A 
S there is much to report 
I will keep my message 
brief  — other topics are 
covered elsewhere.  

 Work has started on the 
external renovation of the football   
ground changing rooms after the 
doors were replaced in July by 
Glevum. 
 The housing development 

continues and we have been 
working closely with Freemans as 
issues raised have been discussed 
by council. Not all issues can be 
resolved quickly, and we ask for 
patience as we seek answers. 
 We all agree the wonderful 

show of daffodils and other 
flowers within The Chains 
looked glorious again this year. 

They do show our village off 
beautifully and it is all due to the 
hard work and dedication given 
by The Chaingang headed by Jill 
Jones and Sandra Champken.   

Our sincere apologies for not 
including them in our previous 
newsletter.   

We hope you forgive us! 

T 
he Riverside Path Group was 
set up following a request 
from Gloucestershire County 
Council that groups and 

parish councils take on the task of 
applying for long-established 
footpaths to be added to the definitive 
map of public rights of way, to ensure 
the right of the public to continue their 
use of them.  

Recent legislation states that this 
must be done by 2026. Villagers have 
noticed  the popular footpath along 
the riverbank is not registered as a 
public right of way.  

When contacted, the county 
council provided advice and the 
necessary paperwork to gather 
evidence of use over at least the last 
20 years and also historical records of 
such use. 

Newnham History Group 
members are also investigating old 
maps, photographs and documentary 
evidence showing use of the path over 
many years.  Thanks go to the group 
and to those who have already 
returned completed forms, but more 
evidence is still needed. 

If you have used all or part of the 
footpath, recently or in the past, and 
are interested in completing a form 
please contact me. (See P4). 

Based on the evidence we provide, 
the decision about whether the 
footpath, or part of it, can be added to 
the definitive map of public rights of 
way will be made by a regulatory  
Gloucestershire County Council 
committee. 

If the footpath is added to the 
definitive map, the county council 
will also be liable to assist in 
maintaining it.           

 Linda Love 

Register your evidence 

Thank you for  
your support 
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O 
ur three-yearly grass 
contract is coming to 
an end and the parish 
council will shortly put 

the new contract out to tender.  
This contract is the council’s 

single largest item of annual 
expenditure costing in the region 
of £11,000 per annum.  

We are undertaking a review 
of how the grass and other 
vegetation around the village is 
managed, to ensure that the 
tender document clearly and 

comprehensively details what is 
required across the different 
areas.   We do try to take account 
of  residents’  views although 

opinions on how the village 
should look vary greatly – some 
preferring a ‘highly manicured’ 
look whilst others prefer 
something ‘wilder’.  

We are considering creating a 
wildflower area to support local 
wildlife and provide habitat for 
bees and other insects, as well as 
looking at using a more 
environmentally friendly weed 
killer. 

Once the contract is agreed, 
the parish council website will 
include a schedule showing the 
extent and timing of the works 
covered by the contract, which 
can be referred to during the 
year.   Gill Moir 

P 
arish councillors had no 
objections to an 
application for a single 
dwelling at the Masonic 

Hall — provided an existing 
right of way from the playing 
field was recognised by the 
applicant.  

Planning rules allowing 
objections are very specific.   

However, the council’s 
position was explained to the 
applicant in detail.  
The district council is 

revisiting its new Local Plan for 
development until 2041.   
Here the parish council is 
participating in a Cross Parish 
Communication Group to try to 
ensure the Local Plan is 
developed with parish councils. 

Newnham will be represented 
at the monthly Zoom meetings. 
Annually the parish council 
presents an external audit 

thereby ensuring the financial 
management of the council is 
adequate, effective, and has a 
sound system of internal control. 

Following close scrutiny the 
external auditor concluded no 
matters have come to his 
attention giving cause for 
concern.   

As the council’s Responsible 
Finance Officer, the clerk Dave 
Tingle deserves full credit. 

Felix Bihlmeier 

Council updates 

Highly manicured 
or something wild? 

◼ Wildflower meadows are 

helping wildlife in a big way.  

C 
ouncillors are very 
much aware parking 
continues to be a hot 
topic in Newnham. 

They are currently 
investigating two possible 
locations for developing 

additional parking – either by 
extending the existing parking 
at the Beeches and/or putting 
in parking along the eastern 
side of the playing fields 
adjacent to the land of the 
Masonic Hall. 

Some of this parking may be 
assigned to individual 
properties and some may be 
for public use.   

We are in the process of 
investigating the relative costs 
of different parking surfaces 
and ways to fund the project 
and will keep you informed. 

Gill Moir 

Parking 
issues remain 
cause for 
concern 

◼ Congestion at Newnham’s  
Clock Tower     ©Sarah Tempest 

Picture for  illustration only 
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N 
ewnham is an 
active village, 
where 
community 

groups and local 
businesses  keep busy 
making things better and 
providing great services.  

Here’s a roundup of 
what’s happening.   Please 
get in touch if your group/
business wants to be in the 
next newsletter. 

O 
FFERING a 
selection of 
takeaway food, 
The Black Pig 
bar opens its 

new kitchen this month.  
Adrian Eyles and Tina 
Cassells have created a 
menu of freshly cooked 
pizzas, fajita wraps, chilli 
con carne and loaded 
Nachos plus options for 
vegetarians and children.  

Further updates and the 
menu will be available via 
the Black Pig’s Facebook 
site, so check for details. 

The eco-friendly 
packaged food will be 
available between 5pm and 
9.30pm on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.  

M 
addy and Jill 
at the Shopat 
the Ship now 
run the Post 

Office counter, which is 
open during shop opening 
hours — 7am to 7pm seven 
days a week. 

The cafe is open every 
day from 8— 4pm and they 
are moving to focus on new 
healthy menu choices  cater 
for veggie, vegan, GF and 
children. 

Meanwhile the shop is 
increasing its range of 
quality meat from forest 
butchers —particularly 
important now Camerons 
has closed its Newnham 
outlet.  

Maddy and Jill are 
continuing to expand their 
product lines so carry  on 
supporting them to see 
what’s new. 

W 
ELL known 
for its array 
of ciders, 
perries (many 

local), beers and Croatian 
shots (courtesy of new 
manager Tina Igrec) The 
Railway is open every day 
apart from Mondays. 

Staff are restarting their 
regular music events and 
also collaborating with 
Jamie Caldwell to arrange 
the first village cider 
festival on Saturday, 9th 
October.  

There will also be 
themed nights such as 

Hallowe’en with its 
dressing up opportunities. 

In addition there is a 
regular fortnightly 
Thursday quiz.  The next 
dates are 30th September 
and14th October. 

You can keep up to date 
at the Facebook page, The 
Railway Inn, Newnham. 

T 
HE Newnham on 
Severn 
Community 
Benefit Society 

has been busy updating its 
business plan to buy The 
George to be owned and 
run by the community.   

A café/bistro, 
community bakery, 
business hub, eco-friendly 
retail, community groups 
e.g. youth club and toddler 
group, in addition to other 
support groups related to 
health and well-being, are 
all part of the plans.  An 
arts and music venue is also 
included. Look out for more 
news before the end of 
October! 

For shares contact 
paulmanning54@gmail.com 

or  01594 516259.  
For more information 

visit www.noscbs.org or 
contact the society via 
renewnham@gmail.com, or 
the Society’s Facebook 
page.  

→ continued on P4→  
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O 
UR lovely 
interiors and 
gift shop, Casa 
Interiors is run 

and owned by Paula Marie 
Famer, who has been 
sourcing many new 
products and is also 
preparing for the return of 
painting workshops. 

You can find all the up-
to-date details on her 
Facebook page, Casa 
Interiors, on Instagram 
Casa_interiors.   

Or you can always pop 
into the shop! 

JBK Hairdressing 

T 
he Good Salon 
Guide has given 
JBK Hairdressing 
a 5 star rating. 

Recently refurbished, 
the salon offers all hair 
and nail services, 
including extensions, 
Brazilian Blowouts, 
perming, all types of 
colouring and cutting, in 
addition to gel nails, 
acrylic and polygel nails 
and catering for all of the 
family. 

They offer 
complimentary 
refreshments and an online 
booking service, (the link 
can be found on 
Facebook).  Consultations 
are free and are an 
exclusive Joico Concept 
Salon, run by a Joico 
European educator. 

Find them on Facebook
- JBK Hairdressing, 
Instagram- 
jbk_hairdressing_newnham 

 01594 510177 

Newnham Club  

N 
ewnham Club 
re-opened in 
May, and has 
welcomed both 
existing 

members and new 
members too. 

The club is open for 
drinks from Thursday to 
Sunday, and you are able 
to play games including 
darts, pool, snooker and 
skittles.   

They also show big 
sporting events on TV. 

The function room is 
available for hire, and their 
weekly Sunday Quiz Night 
is back — at the earlier 
time of 7.30pm.  

The bar area has had a 
makeover so go and check 
it out! 

Sarah Tempest 

Continued from P 3 

All photos © Sarah Tempest 

P 
arish council meetings are 
usually held on the last 
Monday of each month (but not 
December) at the Armoury 

Hall at 7pm. The next meetings are 27th 
September,18th October (a week 
earlier) then 29th November.  An open 
forum is followed by the full council 
meeting and residents of the parish are 
invited to attend and raise matters of 
concern during the forum.      

Another way to get in touch is via 
the clerk, see above. 


