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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 31st January 2022 at 6.15p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road, Newnham. 
Part1 
Page 33 
Present: Chair.  Cllr G. Moir, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, J. Larkham, S. O’Leary & M. Penny. Plus, the Clerk and 
3 members of the public were present.  
1. To allow public consultation. (related to items 6 & 7) 

No comments were made 
2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

District Cllrs R Boyles, N Packer & Cllr C. Kenny 
3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
4. Approval of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on the 29th November 2021 

Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
5. To consider taking item 6 & 7 in committee as per S.O 1c & 26a 

After discussion it was resolved to take both items in committee due to the commercial 
nature of the discussions required. 
At this point members of the public not involved with the discussion left the room. 

6. To consider tenders received and award the 3-year grass cutting contract. 
After consideration it was resolved to accept the tender of Complete Gardeners at a cost of 
£10K per annum, based on value and previous experience over the last 5 years. The Clerk 
confirmed that the schedule of works in different areas of the village would be posted on the 
website and notice board. He also confirmed that although precise dates of cuts at the start 
of the season was not viable, he would ask the contractor to give a few days’ notice of the 
cut activity. 

7. To consider a financial offer from the Masons to release the rights registered against the 
NMH in favour of the Parish council. 
Having received advice from the council solicitor, it was agreed the Masons should be 
contacted by the solicitor with a counteroffer to the one made by them. 
 
At this point items 9 & 10 were moved to part 1 of the meeting as time allowed 
completion before 7.00 pm. 
 

Part two 7.00 p.m.  
Public attendance increased to 9 parishioners at this point. 
8. To allow public consultation. (Related to all remaining agenda items) 

Silver Fox Café car wash – Concern was raised that a car wash was being installed without 
planning permission and due consideration of the environmental impacts of the volume of 
water that would be discharged, and its chemical content. Council confirmed that no 
planning application had been received. Although they welcomed and fully supported the 
commercial initiatives at the site, due diligence on following planning requirements and 
environmental impacts should be followed. The Clerk was requested to write to the 
Enforcement Officer, supporting the resident’s concerns. He was also requested to chase the 
Highways Manager regarding enquiries  into the attenuation ponds installed by Freemans, 
that appeared to deviate from the original planning application that could also impact 
flooding in that area. 
Dog Faeces Station Road / Hyde Lane -  Unacceptable amounts of faeces is being 
experienced in this area. The Clerk was requested to write to the Street Warden at FoDDC to 
see if they could help by patrolling and pavement marking where deposits have been left.  



Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 34 
9. To allow co-option candidates the opportunity to speak in support of their application 

Mr Blakeman advised council that having recently moved into the Village he was keen to 
become active in Village life and contribute by joining the parish council. He felt his 
professional  experience in financial services, working in a London Clearing House as Head of 
Operational Excellence & Strategic Change would be of benefit to council activities. Council 
thanked him for his input. The Clerk advised that Mr Hughes was unable to join the meeting 
this evening, due to another commitment,  but his reasons for re-joining had been 
circulated. 

10. To select new Cllrs by ballot  
It was resolved to co opt both Mr Blakeman and Mr Hughes onto council. The chair 
welcomed Cllr Blakeman as a new resident of the village and to council. Cllr Hughes was 
welcomed back after a brief absence. 
Note: There being time prior to the start of part 2 of the meeting at 7.00 pm, Cllr Blakeman 
completed the Declaration of Office and the Register of Members Interests which were duly 
signed by the Clerk, allowing him to take part with immediate effect. 

11. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Risk assessments general – On hold. 
Tennis court lining – yet to be completed, planned for Feb/March 22 
Memorial misallocation complaint – No further contact for the complainant.  
Bus shelter adoption – £5k Maintenance contribution received in December 21 
Lime Trees at the Chains – No further information received from Mr Kerr. 
Adoption of the Green – The solicitor has committed to helping the council achieve 
ownership status for the Green at minimal cost. Process may take some time to complete. 
Fencing Play Park – Greenfields’s quote received. A verbal quote from a second source 
indicated installation was not financially viable, and the Clerk was requested to remove the 
item. 
Pollarding Limes Lower High Street – Order placed, Contractor to complete in February. 
Riverside path PROW – Removed from agenda due to resignation of Cllr Love.  However, 
further information had been received and the item would be re-instated for February 

12. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
In the absence of the relevant Cllrs, no discussions took place on reports. 

13. To receive the Clerk’s report  
All matters by Agenda item. 

Financial 
14. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for December 21 approved by Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny was 
noted 
Monthly payments for December 21 approved by Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny were noted 
The monthly financial statement for January 22 was received and approved. 
Monthly payments for January 22 were received and duly approved 
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15. To receive the Income / Expense report YTD and the 9 + 3 performance tracker 

The Clerk presented the income /expense report, complete up to December 21. 
The performance tracker was discussed with the Clerk confirming that income and 
expenditure were broadly in line with the budget for the year, with only minor deviations. 

16. To consider and approve the 2022/23 budget. 
17. To consider and agree the precept requirement for 2022/23 

Items 16 and 17 were combined. 
Council considered income and expenditure plans for the coming year, with particular 
attention to the soft play surface project that would be supported by grants, a significant 
reduction in reserves and potentially a PWLB loan for the balance, funded from annual 
purchases of Play Bark (included in the budget). 
It was resolved to adopt the proposed budget, but with an increase in precept of 2.5% (new 
precept £41155). This would result in an annual band “D” increase of £1.42p per household 

Procedural 
18. To consider a quotation from Osis Designs to add a further drop-down tab on the website 

for Councillors Register of Interests to be posted. (legal requirement) 
Council resolved to approve the quotation of £140 for the changes required. The Clerk 
confirmed that the website has already been updated and copies of the register can now be 
viewed via a link with the FoDDC website. 

Community 
19. To receive an update on discussions with the Highways Manager from the Highways 

working party 
Mornington Terrace railings – Recently installed, but felt to look out of place due to 
brightness. The Clerk to contact the Highways manager with a request for them to be 
painted black. 
Tactile paving at Unlawater. – Installed by Highways, one location moved due to concerns 
over property flooding. 
Cars leaving road on Unlawater bend – Clerk to contact Highways re more visual warnings 
(chevrons?). Further requested to ask Gordon to install speed sign more regularly at this 
location and to reduce the speed that sets it off. 
Zebra crossing at lower High Street – Partially obscured on approach from Station Road by 
growth at base of Limes – The Clerk advised that this should have been competed as part of 
the last years grass contract. He committed to chasing the contractor to complete asap. 

20. To consider further the contract & design sign off   for the Play Park sculpture project. 
Concerns remain over the long-term safety and inspection of a sculpture fixed to the top of 
the trunk. Initial expectations of council were a design for carving the trunk not an 
attachment to it. An option of a bench carved from the felled trunk was discussed at a site 
meeting between Cllrs, the project group and the artist, this may be a viable option. 
The draft contract has been circulated to council and will be reviewed with  further design 
options by a sub committee comprising of Cllrs Larkham, O’Leary and Moir.  
Terms of reference “To review and approve a design and related long term safety 
requirements” 

21. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P2079/21/FUL 4 Beeches Cottages, Bullo – Erection of single storey extension 
Resolved no objection 

• DF13406/P1999/21/FUL  Severnside Press, High Street – Change of use to B & B 
Resolved no objection 
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• P0003/22/Discon  (P1528/21/LBC)  Severnside Press, High Street – Discharge of 
conditions for Skirting boards, architrave, picture rails etc. 
Resolved no objection 

22. Changing room 

• To consider further works to the inside of the building 

• To consider risk assessment & security requirements. 

• To consider potential charges & bonds for use and management for all parish users. 
As this project has previously been led by Cllr Hughes, it was agreed to leave this item until 
the February meeting, along with consideration of the quote for £1250 for internal works 
provided by S Jaynes. 

23. To receive an update from Cllr Kenny re the potential renovation of the water trough using 
a modern water recycling installation & provide a  water point in the centre of the village 
for the WI. 
Due to technical issues with the install of equipment, it was agreed to remove this item from 
the agenda. 

24. To receive an update from the Clerk on soft surfacing the barked areas in the Play Park and 
grant opportunities. 
The Clerk advised that the grant application to the Monmouthshire was unsuccessful. Other 
grant opportunities were being sought, but the approved budget is able to fund the work. 
More formal quotations will be sought for comparison to the Greenfields quotation already 
received. 

25. To receive an update from Cllr Penny re the creation of additional parking in the Village 
(Beeches & Playing Field). 
After discussion it was agreed that Cllr Penny would prepare a communication with the 
current space holders (for issue by the Clerk) explaining the proposal for the area, subject to 
funding. 

26. To consider a parishioner’s request to add an additional memorial bench at the Cliff. 
No further communication has been received. 

27. To receive an update from Cllr Bihlmeier re the cross-parish communications group. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised that he missed the last Zoom meeting, but he would circulate the 
minutes to council. 

28. To discuss ownership and maintenance of the footpath through the Churchyard to Bullo 
It was agreed that no further action was required, and to remove the item from the agenda. 

29. To receive an update re replacement of a bollard on the Green. 
The Clerk confirmed he had requested a quote from S Jaynes and that he would chase prior 
to the February meeting. 

30. To consider supporting a county wide campaign for 20MPH speed limits in residential 
areas. 
After discussion it was agreed to request District Cllr Packer to update council at the 
February meeting. 

31. To consider a quote (NT267) from Complete Gardeners to conduct pre season works at the 
Ferry point and other locations at the Beeches. 
It was resolved to approve the quotation. 
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Other Matters 
32. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Unofficial memorials on trees in the park – next agenda 
Location of the Harmony project trees in the playing field -next agenda 
Tim Gwilliam attendance – Invite to Feb meeting, request made for some questions in 
advance 
Litter picking initiative – add to next agenda. 
Dog Faeces Station Road – add to next agenda 
Group Councillor training – add to next agenda 
 

33. To agree meeting dates for April & May 22  
(Full year meeting schedule to be aligned with Annual Parish council meeting from May 22) 
It was resolved to approve the meeting schedule 

34. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 28th February 2022 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………….                                                                    Date………………. 

 
 

 
 


