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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 28th February 2022 at 7.00 p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road, Newnham. 
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Present: Chair.  Cllr G. Moir, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, H Blakeman, N. Hughes, C. Kenny, J. Larkham &          
M. Penny .  
County Cllr R. Hoyland, District Cllrs R. Boyles & N. Packer Plus, the Clerk and 9 members of the 
public were present 
1. To allow public consultation.  

Arts Fair / Festival – Details for an arts festival planned to coincide with the jubilee 
celebrations was shared by a parishioner. Plans are in place to involve all interested 
businesses within the village and will include a variety of exhibitions, music and food 
activities. 

2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  
Cllr S O’Leary 

3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
None 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 31st January 2022 
Minutes of the meeting were duly approved. 

5. To receive expressions of interest from two candidates for the vacancy of parish councillor. 
Mrs Tricia Cowan & Mr Mark Trepte, addressed council in support of their co-option 
applications. 

6. To appoint by ballot a new councillor. 
Following a ballot of Cllrs, Mr Trepte was duly co-opted to council. Cllr Moir welcomed Mr 
Trepte to council and thanked both candidates for their interest. Cllr Trepte will formally join 
council on completion of the register of interests, returning council to its full complement of 
9 Cllrs. 

7. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 
agenda. 
Risk assessments general – To be added to next agenda after reviewing which areas require 
the activity 
Tennis court lining – yet to be completed, planned for Feb/March 22 
Lime Trees at the Chains – No further information received from Mr Kerr. 
Adoption of the Green – The solicitor has committed to helping the council achieve 
ownership status for the Green at minimal cost. Process may take some time to complete. 
Pollarding Limes Lower High Street – Order placed Contractor to complete in February. 
Clerks report – review supporting with a spreadsheet of actions 
Dog faeces – Station Road – Hyde Lane – Reported to the Street Warden 
Cars leaving road Unlawater bend – reported to Highways requesting more signage. Gordon 
now leaving the sign at this point more often and with a lower trigger setting. 
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8. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 

issued to all Councillors. 
Cllr Moir addressed several issues with County Cllr Hoyland. CCTV in the Play Park , is it 
possible for this to be funded via the Police & Crime Commissioners fund? The Clerk advised 
that previous enquiries had not been successful, but there is no reason not to try again. 
Speed camera A 48, is it possible for one to be installed. Cllr Hoyland was requested to 
investigate on behalf of Council. It was noted that previous requests for the mobile unit have 
been unsuccessful due to location issues. S106 funds from Freemans, can the parish be 
advised when the funding allocated for libraries will made available and when any other 
S106 funding will be spent in the village. 
District Cllr Packer (supported by District Cllr Boyles) advised that the initial plan of FoDDC 
Chairman Cllr Gwilliam to involve parishes in the consultation of the new local plan would 
not take place, the legal requirement is for consultation with statutory bodies only.  
Victoria Hotel – Council was advised that legal proceedings are still outstanding on this 
matter. 

9. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters by agenda item. 

Financial 
10. To consider and resolve acceptance of the emergency tree removal works on the Green 

following storm damage. 
It was resolved to approve the works (£1400)  conducted under H & S requirements 
following the storm damage. 

11. Financial Statement   
The monthly financial statement for February 22 was received and duly approved. 
Monthly payments for February 22 were received and duly approved.  

12.  To Consider a three year Clock maintenance contract for £505 with Smiths Clocks of Derby 
 (Annual contract over three years would cost £615 + inflation increases years 2 & 3) 

 It was resolved to engage Smiths with the 3 year contract offer. 
Procedural 
13. To receive an update from the Clerk on the 2021/22 Internal and External audit activity. 

The Clerk advised that this year’s internal audit would be completed in two parts by IAC. 
Governance and process reviews would be conducted on the 18th March and the accounts 
reviewed and approved in early April when the bank reconciliation for the year was 
complete. External audit activity will again be conducted by PKF Littlejohn (government 
appointed) 

Community 
14. To receive an update from the Highways working party 

The Clerk advised that investigations into the condition of the wall on Dean Road were 
ongoing by Highways. Concerns over the condition of the pavement outside a new property 
development have been discussed with the Highways Manager. Site visits by the Manager 
and the safety team are happy no H & S concerns exist and that any reparation to the 
pavement will be built into a future maintenance program when funding and priorities allow. 

15. To receive an update from the subcommittee re the Play Park sculpture project. 
An alternative sculptor has now been engaged and his proposal of a seat, the design of which 
will involve the Primary School approved. On behalf of council Cllr Moir signed the contract 
to formally engage the sculptor. The Clerk confirmed the Abbey trees would remove the 
upper portion of the trunk. 
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16. To Consider Planning applications received 

• P0024/22/FUL & P0025/22/LBC Bear Cottage, Severn Street. – Erection of single 
storey garden room. Resolved “No objection” 

• P0047/22/FUL & P0046/22/LBC. Flat 6 The Manor House, High Street  – 
Replacement of lounge window frames. Resolved “No objection” 

Not discussed (response time issues) 
P0142/22/TCA Hill Cottage, Dean Road – Pine tree removal 

17. Changing room 
To consider further works to the inside of the building 
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Football Club, advising that further internal 
works were being considered, however, the condition of the changing rooms after matches is 
unacceptable and may prevent investment. 
To consider risk assessment & security requirements. 
Cllr Hughes committed to conducting the risk assessment supported by the Clerk. 
To consider potential charges & bonds for use and management for all parish users. 
It was further agreed that the Football Club should be advised that some charges for the use 
of the facility and ground maintenance are being considered as is a bond relating to keeping 
the interior in good order. 

18. To receive an update from the Clerk on soft surfacing the barked areas in the Play Park re 
grant opportunities and the government contracts finder requirements. 
The Clerk advised council that in addition to the grant support secured from the County Cllr 
fund (£2k) and the Glos Playing Fields Association (£2k). A further £5K has been kindly 
donated by Mr & Mrs M Jelf (Developers at Sheens Meadow). Further funding from reserves 
and a PWLB loan will make the project viable. The Clerk was instructed to apply to the 
Department for Local Government for approval of the project funding. If successful, the 
project will require tendering via the government’s contract finder website due to its value. 
Council requested the Clerk to thank Mr & Mrs Jelf for their generous donation. 

19. To receive an update from Cllr Penny re the creation of additional parking in the Village 
(Beeches & Playing Field). 
Cllr Penny advised that he had received no adverse feedback from the current tenants 
following the letter sent to them. Further works on costings are needed along with potential 
funding sources 

20. To receive an update from Cllr Bihlmeier re the cross-parish communications group. 
Cllr Bihlmeier advised that he had been unable to attend the last meeting. He further 
advised that several questions raised in Hereford at a similar forum are equally applicable to 
the current FoDDC discussions and would be raised at a future meeting. 

21. To receive an update on the county wide campaign for 20MPH speed limits in residential 
areas. 
It was agreed that council would like to engage with the process and the Clerk was requested 
to contact the organisers. He was further instructed to raise the issue of a 20MPH limit along 
the A48 within the village boundary. 

22. To consider a request for a gluten free Fish & Chip merchant to trade from the Cliff carpark 
on the same basis as the Perfect Pizza Co 
It was resolved to allow the trader to use the Cliff on the same basis as Perfect Pizza and at 
the Same rental rate. The Clerk was instructed to contact the trader and generate a contract. 
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23. To consider a request from a Tenant of parking at the Beeches to reduce the increase in 

annual rent to CPI inflation rates rather than RPI or £10 per annum (whichever is greater) 
After discussion it was agreed that any future changes for the 2023/24 would be discussed at 
the APCM in May, the fee setting for 2022/23 having taken place in May 21. The effect of any 
additional parking and the current interest in existing space would be considered when 
reviewing charges. The Clerk was instructed to write to the tenant confirming the current 
increase advised for April 22 would apply. 

24. To consider organising events to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen 
Potential projects such as a Beacon at the Cliff, moving the date of the Street Fair to coincide 
with the Jubilee weekend, rather than the normal July date. Cllr Moir committed  to 
exploring both options further. It was also agreed that a notice would be posted on Facebook 
to gauge any interest in organising an event within the parish. 

25. To consider a request to provide a defibrillator on the wall of the Playing Field changing 
rooms (Installation to be provided FOC) 
After discussion it was agreed that with a defibrillator already located on the wall of the 
Masonic Hall, the need for one on the Changing rooms may not be necessary.  Potentially a 
sign identifying the Masonic Hall location may be sufficient. The Clerk advised that not all 
defibrillators are connected to the national network and subject to regular inspections. He 
was requested to contact the Masons to obtain more information. 

26. To consider a policy for tree planting (including memorial trees) on council owned land. 
After discussion it was agreed that a tree planting policy was required that would ensure 
plantings and memorials would not take place without council approval and the location 
agreed. It was also agreed that Barton Hyett should be engaged to repeat the tree survey 
(item32) conducted 5 years ago before any policy was generated. Pete Hood confirmed 
planting in the Playing Field was now complete. Pete and the team involved with the 
Harmony have worked hard, both in the Playing Field and the Open Space at Sheens 
Meadow, work much appreciated within the parish and by Council. 

27. To consider arranging group training for all councillors. 
After discussion the Clerk was requested to share details of the “good councillor” online 
training packages available from GAPTC. Group training sessions would not be pursued due 
to potentially excessive cost. 

28. To consider a request from the Riverside footpath group to formally support the efforts to 
register the pathway as a PROW. 
After discussion it was resolved  to write in support of the PROW application. 

29. To consider updating / replacing the information board at the cliff carpark with current 
information on businesses within the village. 
It was agreed that the current info board is not only out of date but virtually unreadable. 
Further consideration of a replacement will be made at the next meeting. 

30. To consider painting/repainting hand rails and posts in the village. 
After discussion it was agreed that a working party should be set up following interest 
expressed in the village. The Clerk was also instructed to contact Highways re the painting of 
the new railings at Mornington Terrace. 

31. To consider renewing investigations into additional burial ground capacity in the village 
It was agreed that investigations into additional burial ground at the lower end of the 
churchyard (Bullo side) should take place. The Clerk was instructed to engage the solicitor 
and check with planning if there are any restrictions due to the settlement boundary 
location. 
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32. To consider updating the village tree survey previously conducted by Barton Hyett 

Agreed within item 26 
33. To consider taking items 34 & 35 in committee as per S.O 1c & 26a 

It was resolved due to commercial sensitivity the following items (43 & 35) should be taken 
in committee. 

34. To consider a further offer from the Masons to release the rights registered against the 
NMH in favour of the Parish council. 
After discussion it was agreed that more negotiations were required before a decision could 
be made. 

35. To consider renewing the Street cleaning contract on an annual rolling basis rather than a 3 
year contract with the current contractor. 
After discussion it was agreed that the Street Cleaning contract should be based on an 
annual rolling contract, rather than a three-year tender. The Clerk was instructed to discuss 
this with the current Street cleaner. 
 

Other Matters 
36. Matters for the Next Agenda. 

Risk assessment – add to next agenda 
Future of the GP surgery in the village – add to next agenda 

37. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 28th March 2022 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………..                                                                Date………………………. 

 
 

 
 


