
Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

 
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 28th March 2022 at 7.00 p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road, Newnham. 
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Present: Chair.  Cllr G. Moir, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, H Blakeman, N. Hughes, J. Larkham, S O’Leary,            
M. Penny & M Trepte. County Cllr R. Hoyland, District Cllr N. Packer, the Clerk and 2 members of the 
public. 
1. To allow public consultation 

No comments were made 
2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  

District Cllr R Boyles & Cllr C Kenny 
3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 28th February 2022 

Minutes of the meeting were duly approved 
 

At this point council resolved to take item 29 (Closure of the Doctors surgery) before any other 
business due to its urgency and in the presence of County Cllr Hoyland.  
 
5. To receive a report from the clerk on outstanding actions for items not on the current 

agenda. 
Tennis court lining – yet to be completed. 
Lime Trees at the Chains – No further information received from Mr Kerr. 
Adoption of the Green – The solicitor has committed to helping the council achieve 
ownership status for the Green at minimal cost. Process may take some time to complete. 
Pollarding Limes Lower High Street – Work partially completed. One tree left due to issues 
with parked cars preventing access. Invoice in payments file 
Dog faeces – Station Road – Hyde Lane – Street warden found little evidence of faeces but 
will continue to monitor. The Street cleaner will also advise of increased fouling. 
Cars leaving road Unlawater bend – Sign now set at lower trigger point. Awaiting response 
from Highways on additional signage.  
Street Cleaning contract – New contract (rolling year) signed and on file. Payment levels to 
remain the same at £5160 p.a. 

6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
Discussions on a County Environmental report took place. Cllr Hoyland confirmed that the 
intention of the report was to identify areas where significant gains could be made. Council 
requested that environmentally beneficial inclusions on any new development (possibly at 
Unlawater), such as improved insulation and solar panels should also be encouraged. Cllr 
Packer said that in some locations property values limited opportunity and that lack of 
mandatory fitting of solar panels was a government issue, as  many European countries 
mandate them by law. Cllr Packer also referred to settlement of Ukrainian refugees in the 
area. FoDDC were playing catch up as the Government strategy was announced before 
councils were advised. 
County Cllr Hoyland also committed to investigating the investment plans for the S106 
monies from Freeman Homes, paid to County for the benefit of the Parish and concerns from 
the school regarding insufficient fencing between the Freemans site and the school playing 
field which may be funded through the above S106 payments 
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7. To receive the Clerk’s report  

all matters on Agenda. 
Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement for March 22 was received and approved. 
Monthly payments for March 22 were received and approved.  
The Income /Expense report YTD was received by council 
The performance tracker 11+1 was received by council. The Clerk confirmed that Income & 
Expenditure  were generally in line with budget expectations, when the £10K from Freemans 
Homes and M Jelf were excluded 

9. To vire £2500 into 2021/22 budget for additional tree works (storm damage) and £1,000 
for pathway improvements at the Cliff (VAT addition) 
Council resolved to vire the funds into the budget 

Procedural 
10. To receive an update from the Clerk on the 2021/22 Internal and External audit activity. 

The Clerk advised that the governance side of the internal audit (part 1 ) was complete with 
two minor deficiencies that will appear in the final report, once year-end financial analysis is 
complete (part 2). No other issues are expected. The report will be published on the website 
once received and actions detailed in future minutes. The external audit will once again be 
conducted by PKF Littlejohn. 

Community 
11. To receive an update from the Highways working party 

The Highways group meeting for March did not take place. The Clerk was requested to re 
arrange during April. 

12. To receive an update from the subcommittee re the Play Park sculpture project. 
Cllr Moir confirmed that the new sculptor would be working with the school, enabling the 
children to have an input to the potential design. Interested Cllrs would also be invited to the 
sculptor’s workshop prior to work commencing to discuss the project  as no proposed design 
sketch would be provided. The Clerk confirmed that discussions were underway with the 
Highways Street team for a sensible exclusion on the pavement. He added that Abbey Trees 
planned to remove the upper portion of the stump during the coming week. 

13. To Consider Planning applications received 
No Planning applications were received.  
A discontinuation of reserved matters for Severnside Press (P0024/22/DISCON, received 
after the issue of the agenda was not considered significant enough to arrange a planning 
meeting. 

14. Changing room 
To receive an update on communications with the Football club on future works, the 
condition the changing room is left in, and possible charges and bonds 
The Clerk advised that a letter to the football club had been drafted but no one had been 
identified to send it to. Charges and bonds would be discussed at a future meeting 
To consider risk assessment & security requirements. 

 Review at next meeting 
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15. To receive an update from the Clerk on funding the soft surfacing Play Park project and 

formally agree to apply for a loan via the Department of Community and Local 
Government for £15K 
The Clerk presented the package of information required to request a loan from DCLG. 
It was resolved to formally submit the application. The chair duly signed the application 
form. 

16. To receive an update from Cllr Penny re the creation of additional parking in the Village 
(Beeches & Playing Field). 
Cllr Penny presented an updated scheme with costings. The costing had been confirmed by 
two indicative quotations from local suppliers.  Further work is required on funding 
arrangements, planning requirements, the opportunity for an E.V. point and interest in use of 
the new spaces from properties closest to the area, currently without any parking provision. 
It was further agreed that considerable public consultation should be conducted due to the 
location of the parking proposal. The Clerk was requested to add the project as a specific 
agenda item for the Annual Parish Meeting on the 19th April 

17. To receive an update from Cllr Bihlmeier re the cross-parish communications group. 
Planned meeting cancelled due to lack of involvement of district council due to legal 
restrictions on planning consultations. 

18. To receive an update on the county wide campaign for 20MPH speed limits in residential 
areas. 
No further activity since previous meeting. 

19. To consider organising events to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen 
and any public response to the Facebook post. 
The Clerk confirmed he had not received any correspondence from the public re suggested 
celebrations. After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should seek quotes on a Beacon 
basket via the Jubilee celebration web site. If viable siting could be considered on the 
riverside near the car park. 

20. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding  the defibrillator mounted on the Masonic 
Hall 
The Clerk advised that the defibrillator on the wall at the Hall was regularly maintained and 
linked to emergency services. The Masons have also agreed that it could be publicised as 
being available. It was agreed that a sign should be obtained directing the public to it in case 
of emergency. 

21. To further consider the tree planting policy (including memorial trees) on council owned 
land. 
Cllr Moir volunteered to develop a policy with the assistance of the Clerk. 

22. To consider a quotation of £950 (+VAT) from  Barton Hyett to conduct a follow up tree 
survey. 
After discussion it was resolved to engage Barton Hyett for a further survey 

23. To further consider updating / replacing the information board at the cliff carpark with 
current information on businesses within the village. 
Cllr Trepte volunteered to investigate replacement of the historical content of the board. Cllr 
Hughes committed to investigating the cost of a separate board for advertising local 
businesses. 
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24. To further consider painting/repainting handrails- and posts in the village 
Highways have been requested to paint the new railings at Mornington Terrace. Council 
agreed to paint the rest of the railing during May/June. 

25. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding investigations into additional burial ground 
capacity in the village 
The Clerk confirmed that a pre application had been submitted to planning to ensure the 
proposal for additional ground at the Bullo end of the Churchyard was viable. He also 
confirmed that the solicitor was engaging with the executors of the estate of Mr F Larkham. 

26. To receive an update from the Clerk & Cllr Hughes on risk assessment needs in the burial 
ground 
Risk assessments from local cemeteries have been obtained by the Clerk. He and Cllr Hughes 
would use them as a basis for the burial ground. 

27. To consider a grant application from a resident to support the start-up of a toddler group. 
The Clerk advised that grants cannot be made to individuals only organisations. However, 
equipment could be bought on their behalf. Council considered this to be a worthwhile 
project and resolved to support equipment purchase to the value of £300. 

28. To consider the Network rail report regarding the culvert condition running through the 
Playing Field. 
Having reviewed the report and the line of the culvert with the Clerk Cllr Penny advised that 
he felt any issues would be at the Victorian end of the culvert on the road outside the Play 
Park. The modern concrete culvert under the Playing Field was unlikely to be a major issue. 
The Clerk confirmed that he had advised the County Council Highways Manager of the 
approach from Network Rail. An update would be made at a future meeting when more 
information was available. 

29. To consider the potential loss of the Doctors surgery in the Village. 
Major concerns were raised at the loss of the of the surgery, particularly as this would prove 
difficult for parishioners with mobility issues who rely on public transport,  and with the 
significant housing expansion currently underway at Unlawater. It was agreed that urgent 
action was required. The Clerk was requested to seek information from the following bodies. 
Gloucester CCG (Responsible for the provision of GP services) and Gdoc (who will administer 
the Westbury surgery) and promote their attendance at a public meeting to consult the 
parishioners directly. The Clerk was also instructed to complete the following actions. 

• Contact the local MP (Mark Harper) to obtain his support for retention of a surgery in 
the Village.  

• Liaise with the solicitor to establish if the surgery land was gifted to the village for use 
as a health facility. 

• Write to the current practice owners requesting that the surgery remains within the 
village. 

• Raise a “Asset of community value application” for the current surgery to allow time 
for retention of the surgery in its current location to be fully evaluated.  

County Cllr Becki Hoyland was requested to investigate if there were any options via the 
County Council to retain the service in the village. 

30. To consider a request from Sportify (Gloucester) to use the playing field to run sporting 
events for youths in the Village on agreed occasions. 
It was agreed to approve the use of the playing field. The Clerk was requested to check the 
dates of football matches on the ground to ensure no conflict of use. It was further agreed 
that the PC would ensure the facility was clean and tidy prior to use. 
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31. To consider organising a litter picking activity (Cllr Penny) within the village. 

After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would once more request litter picking 
equipment from FoDDC and get a quotation for 10 sets of Visi vests, safety gloves and litter 
pickers if less than £100 these should be purchased prior to the April meeting if no 
equipment is available from FoDDC.  

32. To advise council the new pay rate  for spine point 19 is (£13.48) as  per NALC negotiated 
contract agreements. 
Council noted the increase as per contract 

33. To consider taking item 34 in committee as per S.O 1c & 26a 
There being no public present at this point, a resolution was not required. 

34. To receive an update from the Clerk re the Masons offer to release the rights registered 
against the NMH in favour of the Parish council. 
After discussion it was agreed that negotiations should continue to establish reasonable 
terms and value. 

 
Other Matters 
35. Matters for the Next Agenda. 

The condition of the Pound – Next agenda. The Clerk to write to the owner and planning 
department. 
Limes in Chains – Next agenda. The Clerk was requested to write to Highways re public 
Highway issues (A48 & Service Road) 
Silver Fox general condition of site – Next agenda. The Clerk was requested to write to the 
owner and planning officer, expressing concerns at the condition of the site and people living 
in caravans on site. 
Armoury Hall rent increase – next agenda 
 

36. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Annual Parish meeting Tuesday 19th April 

• Parish Council Monday 25th April 2022 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Signed ………………………………………………….                                                       Date……………………. 
 


