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Notes from the Parish meeting of 20th  April 2021 (Held via zoom) 

 

The notes of the previous meeting were available for reference. 

In attendance were 5 councillors, 4 members of the public and the Clerk 

 

To receive the report of the Chair  of the Parish Council 

I would like to thank everyone for attending,  Unfortunately the 3 representatives from the Forest of 

Dean District Council have not joined us as listed on the agenda. 

The annual meeting is an informal meeting open to everyone in the Parish and standing orders do not 

apply. The purpose is to provide a review of council activities in the past year and look forward to 

what we have planned next year. 

It is also an opportunity to anyone to raise any issues they feel are important for council to include on 

the agenda for future meetings. 

Councillor Changes - Three councillors resigned in the past 12 months – Nigel Hughes, Linda Love 

and Sarah Tempest. Nigel however decided shortly afterwards to re-join council and we welcomed 

him back with open arms. The two further casual vacancies were quickly filled by Henry Blakeman 

and Mark Trepte. 

Summary of the Year’s activities- The work to replace the damaged boards on the culverts was 

completed and the culverts reworked to provide what is felt to be a longer term solution. Resurfacing 

of the path was also carried out. This was generally well received by parishioners. 

It was agreed to put by an annual amount of £1k per annum to build a reserve to be used for future 

maintenance in this area. 

Changing Rooms- The upgrade to the changing rooms has resulted in the external works necessary 

to bring the outside fabric of the building up to an acceptable standard being completed during the 

summer and two new doors were fitted to improve the appearance of the building and increase 

security. 

New Grass Contract - The 3 year grass cutting contract came to an end in 2021 and a further 3 year 

contract put out to tender during November. Prior to the tender being issued thec ontract was 

reviewed in detail and revised to ensure it reflected accurately and in detail, the specific requirements 

relating to the many different areas of the village. Additional activity such as weedkilling in 

Georgie’s Garden and within the walls of the Clock Tower were added. On completion of the tender 

process the contract was awarded to our existing contractor based on price and performance. 

An activity table has been put together by the clerk showing the schedule of cuts/treatments broken 

down by village area. This is on our website and the notice board on Red Lion House. It has also 

been shared on our facebook page so that villagers can refer to it on an ongoing basis. 

There are plans to leave a small area of the bank on the side of the playing field to try to create a 

wildflower area. 

 

Hand Railings at Mornington Terrace- The Highways Group of the Parish Council worked with 

GCC Highways to coordinate the installation of the hand railings on a dangerous area of pavement 

along Mornington Terrace. These will be painted black in due course. 

Tree Sculpture - The Parish Council are pleased to have worked alongside the community group, 

headed by Carolyn Black and Rhona Stephens, which was set up to transform the stump left when 

removing a dead cedar tree in the playground, into an inspiring piece of art work. The Sculptor Ant 

Beetlestone is due to start this week and will carve a Friendship/Story Telling seat, incorporating 

ideas from a workshop he held at Newnham School. 
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Lime Trees at the Chains - There have been a number of exchanges between the PC and the owner 

of the Chains this year, in relation to work necessary to maintain the Lime Trees on this area of land. 

These were initiated because of concerns raised by a number of councillors and parishioners over the 

impact the trees are having on parking and visibility. 

At this point in time the PC are waiting for the owner to get back to them. 

Tree works - Significant sums have been spent on tree works over the last year. Works have 

included the removal of a dead tree on the Green, the pollarding of three trees on the Lower High 

Street and several other maintenance activities. As a result of the significant storm earlier this year, 

the removal of a number of fallen trees on the Green and at the Riverbank was completed urgently 

due to Health & Safety concerns. 

A follow up survey to the one conducted in 2015 survey has been commissioned to review the 

condition of the trees around the village and help to produce a maintenance plan.. There are also 

plans to replace, in due course, the trees lost in the storm. Over the coming months a tree planting 

policy will be drawn up. 

Daffodils in the Chains – It must be said that the display of Daffodils in the Chains was very 

impressive this year. Not by chance of course, but due to the hard work of Jill Jones, Sandra 

Champken and their team of volunteers 

Adoption of bus shelter - One of the conditions of the planning permission granted to Freeman 

Homes for the Unlawater Development, involved the installation of a bus shelter at the bottom of the 

village. After several discussions between the FoDDC, and Freeman Homes, the PC agreed to adopt 

the bus stop once it was installed. The PC have received a one off payment of £5,000 from the 

developer in recognition of future obligations. 

Soft Surfacing in the Play Park - The PC have initiated a project to replace the current bark 

surfaces under play equipment with some form of soft surface which will provide a much safer, 

harder wearing surface, which will also require less ongoing maintenance. The current favoured 

option is the more environmentally friendly Eco mulch. 

It is estimated that the project will cost in the region of £30k, and funding sources have been sought. 

A grant of £2k has been promised by our County Councillor Beki Hoyland, a grant of a similar size 

has been promised by the Glos PFA. We have also received a very generous donation of £5k from 

Mike Jelf towards the project. The balance will be drawn from reserves and a loan via the Public 

Works Loan Board. The application is being processed now and confirmation is expected in early 

summer. Repayment values will not exceed the annual amount spent on bark and maintenance 

required for the current surfacing. The contract will then go out to National tender due to its value as 

required by law. 

 

Further Parking in the village - The PC have been looking into trying to alleviate in some way the 

current lack of parking in the Village, particularly at the lower end. Additional parking (possibly at 

several sites), but initially by extending the existing parking at the Beeches is being investigated. 

Consideration will also be given to trying to incorporate at least one EV charging point in this 

location. 

Easement rights across Newnham Masonic Hall land - Discussions in relation to release of the 

covenant are ongoing with the Masons and agreement in terms of a financial settlement is expected 

in the coming months . 

Grants A grant application was approved to help purchase toys and equipment for the much needed 

new start up toddler group in the village. 

Projects for this upcoming year - Areas that the PC will expect to be working on this year include: 

Doctors surgery – again this is a separate topic and therefore I will not include in detail at this stage. 

Soft Surfacing in the play park – as detailed above, this project is well underway and will 

hopefully be completed later this year 

Changing rooms – quotes have been received for internal improvements. However, before this work 

is given the go ahead, the PC have agreed to review how they manage current usage and the impact 

this has on the ongoing condition. 
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Culvert under the Play Park & Playing Field – Network Rail have contacted the PC with concerns 

about the condition of the culvert which runs under Station Road and the Play Park into Whetstones 

Brook. Discussions are at an early stage and liability for any work has yet to be established. 

However, the concrete culvert under the area owned by the PC appears to be in good condition after 

inspection of the NR report. 

Remarking of the tennis courts – this is expected to take place this spring and hopefully will also 

include lining of the existing parking spaces at the Beeches. 

G Moir 

Financial report 

The Clerk advised that the 2021/22 financial year bank reconciliation has been completed ready for 

approval at the April PC meeting. The independent internal audit of both finances and systems has 

been successfully completed by Internal Audit & Compliance Ltd. 

Year-end saw a significant increase in reserves, due to the receipt of the £5K from Freeman Homes 

and the £5k from Mr Jelf. When omitting these sums from the year end balance a small increase 

against the original budget outlooks is confirmed. Within reserves, reservations for planned works 

such as £12K being held back for investigations into additional land for the burial ground reduce the 

available reserves. The soft play project will also see a significant sum being used towards this 

project. Overall, the governance and financial status of the council is deemed in control by the 

auditors. 

 D Tingle Clerk & RFO 

 

General discussions 

Parking – In addition to the comments made within the Chair’s report. It was confirmed that the 

proposed site at the Beeches is on land owned by the Parish council. A scheme for 10 additional 

spaces has been developed and costed against quotations from several local contractors. One space is 

being considered for dedication as an EV charging point. Hopefully this will be via the current 

County Council led program. The PC are actively trying to be included in the current phase of points. 

A representative from the George project community group advised they may be able to help in 

financing if necessary. The Clerk was asked to check with the county contact what the financial 

arrangements are in terms of installation. Contact with prospective tenants will be made in the 

coming weeks to gauge support for the proposal. 

 

Doctors Surgery -  Discussions agreed that the public meeting held on the 13th was well attended 

and the presentations made by both G DOC and Gloucestershire Clinical Care group made clear the 

way the practice move to Westbury would work. There appeared to be no commitment to retention of 

the surgery in the Village siting the Doctors decision to sell. Efforts to retain a surgery in the Village 

will be a priority for the PC in coming months and will be reported in detail in meeting minutes and 

Facebook posts as and when information and progress is made. An “Asset of Community Value “ 

application has been made to FoDDC and if successful will ensure the community (via the PC) will 

be involved in any proposed sale activity. Funding for the purchase of the property and ground may 

be available within the village, but yet to be confirmed. Further public meetings may be called and an 

on line petition may be supported by a paper petition around the village. 

 

George Café building – The community group were pleased to announce that the funding is now 

available via a matched funding agreement with the Government sponsored community fund. An 

offer to purchase the building has been accepted and conveyancing has begun. A request was made 

for the PC to recognise the achievement of the group and local residents by formally supporting the 

project by letter. It was agreed that this should be added to the May agenda for discussion after 

review of the current business proposal posted online. The councillors present congratulated the 

group on their determination and commitment to succeed in the expected purchase. There were some 

concerns expressed relating to the potential effect on current local businesses. 



 

 

Page 4 

 

Sign posting for the Riverside Car Park – It was agreed that sign posting at both ends of the 

village would help current and future businesses. The Clerk was asked to add this to the May agenda 

 

Water Quality in the River Severn – Concern was expressed that the water quality of the river is 

poor, potentially driven by water company discharges. The Clerk was asked to add this to the next 

agenda. 

 

The Chair thanked those in attendance at the meeting for taking the time to participate in what 

proved to be worthwhile discussion on a number of topics. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8 .10 p.m. 

 

Cllr G Moir 

Newnham Parish Council 

 

Notes prepared by the Clerk 


