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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 30th May 2022 at 7.11 p.m. in the  
Armoury Hall, Dean Road, Newnham. 
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Present: Chair.  Cllr G. Moir, Cllrs F. Bihlmeier, H Blakeman, N Hughes, C. Kenny, J. Larkham, S 
O’Leary, M. Penny & M Trepte, County Cllr B Hoyland the Clerk and 10 members of the public. 

 
1. To allow public consultation.  

Shop at the Ship / NoSCBS consultation – Owners of the Shop at the Ship expressed 
concerns that in their opinion low levels of consultation had taken place between the two 
organisations and although a commitment for further consultation had been made by 
NoSCBS, a meeting had yet to be arranged. They also raised further concerns in relation to 
the limited update of the NoSCBS business plan since the Shop at the Ship started trading, 
and as a result, believe that there is a potential for an overlap in services offered, rather than 
them complementing each other. A request has been made by them to NoSCBS to provide a 
copy of the grant application made to the Secretary of State for levelling up and 
Environment.  

2. To Receive Apologies for Absence  
District Cllr N Packer 

3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs Larkham & Penny advised they have a pecuniary interest in item 24 

4. Approval of April minutes was completed at the prior APCM meeting 
5. To receive a report on activity  for items not on the current agenda – Lead: Clerk 

Tennis court lining –  completed but not yet invoiced 
Tree Sculpture Play Park – Work completed by Ant Beeston and complimented on by many 
parishioners 
Barton Hyett tree survey – Waiting the report, survey completed during May 
Replacement Defibrillator pads – Pads replaced due to reaching expiry date. Invoice for £66 
included in financial statement for May 

6. To question District & County Councillors on the content of their reports to council, pre 
issued to all Councillors. 
County Cllr Hoyland – confirmed discussions had been held with Glos County re the rollout 
of EV points and that the Clerk was in contact with the responsible department. Phase 2 has 
yet to be developed.  Cllr Hoyland committed to support council’s efforts to pursue Speed 
reduction initiatives via the £600K County Environment fund and offered to meet with 
council to assist in applications. When questioned on the Vic Hotel legal action she 
confirmed that County Highways were waiting for a court date to be set. 

7. To receive the Clerk’s report  
all matters by agenda item. 

Financial 
8. Financial Statement  - Lead : Clerk 

The monthly financial statement for May  22 was received and approved. 
Monthly payments for May 22 were received and approved.  

Procedural 
9. To receive an update on the 2021/22 Internal and External audit activity. -Lead: Clerk 

The Clerk advised that the investment policy approved at the prior APCM has closed one of 
the two observations from the Internal audit report. The remaining re assessment of the 
rebuild costs for monuments such as the Clock Tower would be addressed prior to the June 
meeting. The notice of public rights effective from Monday 13th June 22 to Friday 22nd July 
will be posted on Friday 10th June on both the notice board and the website. 



Newnham Parish Council & Burial Authority 

 

 
 
Page 5 
Community 
  At this point it was agreed to move item 24 up the agenda. 
              Item 24 To consider a request by the George project committee to send a letter of support. 

Prior to any discussion taking place the Clerk confirmed that a request had been received 
from NoSCBS for this item to be reviewed at a future meeting when relevant information for 
support is available.  
The Clerk was instructed to request an outlook of what subject matter the relevant 
information would comprise of and a copy of a fully financed up to date business plan in 
advance of any future discussion. 

10. To further consider the potential loss of the Doctors surgery in the Village -  Lead: All 
The Clerk confirmed that letters have been sent to all Directors of Glos CCG as requested. 
The Clerk also advised that FoDDC planning  proposed to reach a decision on the Asset of 
Community Value application by 9th June. 
Cllr Moir advised that contact had been made with Cllr Paul Hyett of FoDDC and that a 
meeting had been arranged for 31st May to discuss the closure and request support for the 
efforts to re-open the surgery. Having received no response to letters or e mails seeking 
support from the MP Mark Harper, the Clerk was requested to contact his office requesting a 
response ASAP. 

11. To receive an update from the Highways working party - Lead: highways group 
Cllr Penny confirmed that the double yellow lines at the Church Road junction with the A48 
have now been repainted. 
The Clerk was requested to chase the Highways Manager for a decision of repainting of the 
barriers within the village. 

12. To Consider Planning applications received – Lead: Cllr Bihlmeier 

• P0631/22/FUL Masonic Hall, Station Road -  Erection of single dwelling revised 
scheme. Council resolved “no objection “ to this application 

13. To receive an update on the PWLB Loan application  for the soft surfacing Play Park project 
– Lead: Clerk 
The Clerk advised that a response from the Dept of Levelling up and Communities has 
highlighted a number of areas requiring modification / clarification on the loan application, 
before approval, including a more detailed resolution and questions on public consultation, 
as per the e mail circulated prior to the meeting. 
After discussion, it was resolved to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling 
up, Housing and Communities to apply for a PWLB loan of £15,000 payable over the 
borrowing term of 15 years to replace the existing bark safety surface with an eco-mulch soft 
play surface. The annual cost of an annuity-based loan being £1225.40.  
No increase in precept is required as the loan value equates to the annual maintenance costs 
of replacement bark and repairs to wooden retention barriers, some of which require full 
replacement. It was further agreed to hold a public meeting to review the project prior to 
the resubmission of the application. Other information requested can be supplied from 
existing records and financial documents without further council resolution. 
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14. To receive an update from Cllr Penny re the creation of additional parking in the Village 

(Beeches & Playing Field). -Lead: Cllr Penny 
It was agreed that a public meeting (combined with the Soft Play project) should be held 
now that a sound proposal with costing had been developed. The discussion should be based 
on parking issues and resolutions as  whole with the Beeches proposal being discussed 
specifically. 

15. To receive an update and promotion plans re fire pit at the riverbank to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen – Lead: Cllr Blakeman. 
Cllr Blakeman confirmed that the fire pit and a supply of wood (courtesy of Cllr Bihlmeier) 
would be in position on Thursday. Cllr Moir had completed a risk assessment and actions 
identified worked before the event. The left side of the car park where the catering vehicle is 
situated will be closed for the evening. 

16. To approve a payment for £35 (within delegated powers) for signs on the changing room 
directing people to the defibrillator mounted on the Masonic Hall – Lead: Clerk 
It was resolved to approve the payment. The Clerk advised that the signs would be available 
in the coming week. 

17. To review plans re updating / replacing the information board at the cliff carpark with 
current information on businesses within the village. – Lead: Cllr Trepte 
Cllr Trepte confirmed that initial enquiries with local business identified interest in 
participating. The current stand although in reasonable condition needs repositioning away 
from the trees. 

18. To agree on entering discussions with Network regarding the culvert ownership under the 
Playing Field or remove from agenda. Lead: All 
After discussion, as there appeared to be no immediate issue with the modern culvert under 
the playing field (whoever the owner is) and potential problems related to the Victorian 
culvert near the railway lines, no further action would be required at this stage. 

19. To receive an update from re litter picking plans within the village – Lead: Cllr Penny 
Following discussion, it was agreed that a limited litter pick would be conducted now at the 
Riverside pathway (equipment has been obtained from FoDDC and  risk assessments 
completed) followed by a full pick in the winter. 

20. To consider the rent increase at the Armoury Hall notified to the Clerk and alternative 
meeting venues and charges – Lead: All 
After discussion it was resolved to remain at the Armoury Hall for future meetings and the 
rent increase accepted. 

21. To consider a request  for a grant of £262 towards banners & equipment hire from the 
festival arts group  – Lead: All 
It was resolved to support the purchase of banners to a value of £150 with the invoice 
payable direct to the supplier as grants cannot be made to individuals only formal 
organisations. Cllr Trepte volunteered to speak to the organisers. 

22. To receive a report on investigations of ownership of the changing rooms and any 
covenant preventing an area of the Play Field being used for car parking. Lead: Clerk 

 A response from the solicitor has yet to be received 
23. To consider the condition of the BT Building in the  Cliff Carpark – Lead: M Penny 

The Clerk was requested to write to BT asking them to review the condition of the building 
and effect any necessary repairs 
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24. To consider a request by the George project committee to send a letter of support  

– Lead All 
Dealt with after item 9 earlier in the agenda. 

25. To consider the water quality of the river Severn and sources of pollution  
– Lead: Cllr Blakeman 
After discussion it was agreed the council has no responsibility or power to act on this 
matter. Specific issues of pollution can be addressed to the Environment Agency and the 
Lower Severn Drainage Board. Remove from agenda 

26. To consider the opportunity for a Fixed Speed camera in the Village and other 
Speed reduction initiatives via the £600K County Environment fund– Lead: Cllr Blakeman 
Cllr Moir advised that any applications for funding need to be submitted by the end of 
August. Funding support can be obtained for Road Safety Officer visits, a community speed 
watch camera, “20 is plenty” wheelie bin stockers and speed surveys. It was agreed that the 
Road Safety Officer should be invited to attend a future meeting. Cllr Blakeman volunteered 
to continue with this investigation. 

27. To receive an update re Freeman Homes plan to return the area opposite the Riverside car 
park to a maintainable condition. – Lead : Clerk 
The Clerk advised that following the meeting with Freemen homes work has commenced in 
this area 

28. To consider taking item 29 in committee as per S.O 1c & 26a 
There being no public present at this point no resolution was needed. 

29. To receive an update re the Masons offer to release the rights registered against the NMH 
in favour of the Parish council – Lead: Clerk 
The Clerk advised that no response has been received from the Masons since the April 
meeting. 
 

Other Matters 
30. Matters for the Next Agenda. 

Visibility out of the new Freeman Homes site (Cllr Kenny lead)  – next agenda Clerk to Check 
if planning requirements have been met. 
Changing room condition and charges  (Cllr Hughes lead) e add to next agenda 
Pathway closures at Freeman Homes development and re-opening plans – next agenda. 
Clerk to invite Robin Cordina to a future meeting. 
Prioritisation of new initiatives  (Cllr Blakeman lead) – add to next agenda  

31. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 

• Parish Council Monday 27th June @ 6.45 pm 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………..                                              Date………………… 

 
 

 
 


