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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 24th November 2014  at 6.48 p.m. in the W.I. 
Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs  W. Anderson, F Bihlmeier, T. Firman C. Kenny, J Larkham, R Mann 
& Cllr Murray. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr R Leppington,  & District Cllr S. Phelps  + 2members of the 
Public. 
Public Consultation 
There was no comment made by those members of the Public present 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr D. Edwards 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 27th October 

 It was Resolved that the minutes should be adopted and duly signed. 
4. To consider the resignation of Cllr Chapman and agree next steps regarding a replacement 

Cllr Walker advised those present that Cllr Chapman had sent a letter of resignation to the 
Clerk after the October meeting. The Clerk then explained that having spoken to the 
Returning Officer the process was slightly different to that followed in the past. As full 
Council elections are due to take place in May 15 Council have the option of requesting the 
R.O. to initiate the process to fill the vacancy or run with 8 Councillors rather than 9. After 
discussion it was Resolved to run with 8 as any election process would not result in an 
appointment until the New Year when the elections were upon us. 
The Clerk was requested to advise the R.O. of this decision. 

5. To Receive the Clerk’s Report. 
All matters on Agenda 

6. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 
Benches The Cliff – The contractor has been requested to re visit the site and ensure all 
benches are secure without rocking. Cllr Murray confirmed that they have been fixed firmly 
to the base. 
 Planning – All decisions from the October meeting have been fed back to FoDDC 
 Web site – The web site was closed down for several days due to a billing issue. Last year 
Tony Pownall tried to get the billing for the PC amended to theClerk. This clearly failed to 
happen and this years invoice went unpaid. After being brought to the Clerks  attention by 
Mike Penny  EukHost was contacted  and the invoice paid by the Clerk in advance of the 
meeting. This item forms part of the November payments schedule. 
Grave Yard issues raised during Public Consultation -  A letter has been sent in line with 
Councils decision. 
Signatory Approvals – The form has now been forwarded to Lloyds Bank with ex Cllr 
Chapman’s details removed and appropriate areas of the form countersigned by the 
signatories. It remains to be seen if the bank will accept this or if another form needs to be 
raised. 
Garden of Rest wall repair – The contractor has been requested to effect the repairs 
urgently. 

7. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors  
District Cllr Phelps advised that he was enjoying his early days as a District Councillor and 
was starting to become familiar with the role. At this point he did not feel he had anything to 
report to Council. 
County Cllr Leppington advised that the youth Club grant had been paid and the Cricket Club 
mower delivery was imminent. 
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Financial 
8. Financial Statement   

The monthly financial statement was received and duly approved 
The November 14 Payments were reviewed and duly approved 
After discussion and  review the additional budget expenditure outlook of £6K  driven by 
approved spend in the areas of Fixtures & Fittings, Church yard, Employment, Tree works & 
Grass cutting, Council Resolved to vire the required funds into the budget. 

9. To receive an update on the reclaim of Drainage improvement costs from S106 funds 
The Clerk confirmed that he had submitted the Invoice along with the quotations to FoDDC 
for payment. Unfortunately as has happened on each previous occasion payment has not 
been forthcoming in a reasonable time frame. Once again, un-notified changes in staff have 
been the root cause. He committed to chasing them for payment 

10. To receive an up to date summary of remaining S106 funds. 
A summary of remaining funds was issued to Council in advanced of the meeting. Providing 
FoDDC release funds from the account in line with the Clerks request the off site recreation 
fund will be emptied and the Adult /Youth fund reduced to approx. £4k. Embankment and 
Open Space funds are waiting release and the Highways fund of £27K remains to be spent. 
The Clerk was requested to include an agenda item on this subject for the next meeting. 

11. To Consider approval of a draft budget prepared  by The Clerk & Cllrs Firman & Walker 
After an overview of the budget from Cllr Firman and wide ranging discussions on spend and 
out looked reserves Council Resolved to accept the budget proposal and duly adopt it. It was 
confirmed that there would be no requirement for an increase in precept in the coming year. 
The Clerk was requested to submit the Precept request to FoDDC after the Autumn 
statement in case there were influences contained within that would affect the budget 
decision. 

12. To select an internal auditor for the financial year 2014/15 
After discussion it was Resolved to appoint IAC as the Internal Auditor for the current 
financial year.  

Procedural  
13. To status the Standing Orders best practice review. 

Further meetings have not taken place on this subject due to Councillor availability. 
Highways 
14. To Receive an update on S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Hyde bank 

Highway’s risk assessment identified H & S concerns due to the amount of bank that could be 
removed and the resulting road width if a pedestrian walk way was installed. It is therefore 
proposed that this area around the junction become a “Shared Space” for pedestrians and 
cars. This is implemented by signage and the road surface being brightly coloured. Similar 
schemes can be seen in certain areas in Gloucester. It was agreed that more information on 
the planned scheme was required 

15. To Receive an update on the Zebra Crossing upgrades  
A Proposal to upgrade lighting and signage is currently being priced by Amey. Details are 
expected on the 24th, with a current outlook of a total cost of £28K. Funding by equal share 
support from Highways, The Community fund (Cllr Leppington) & the Parish Council was 
confirmed by Cllr Leppington as the suggested way of proceeding. If funded it’s unlikely that 
any works would start until April 15. After much discussion and concern that the works 
proposed were still quite sketchy and appeared to be very expensive in terms of the upgrade, 
it was Resolved that Council would support in principle the proposition providing a full and 
detailed scheme was shared with Council at a future meeting (to which the Public would be 
invited), that the Parishes financial commitment would be clearly understood (no cost creep) 
and that the Parish was able to fund their proportion of costs satisfactorily. 
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16. To Receive an update on the Station Road/Playing Field access improvements. 

Station Road/Playing Field Access 
A scheme design and costing is WIP with Amey. Completion of the design stage is expected in 
Feb with any resulting works being completed late spring 2015. 
Cost Outlook £7-10K 

17. To Receive an update on Ownership and maintenance costs of pathway through 
Churchyard from Bullo 
Highways e-mail response to earlier questions regarding ownership was based on a review of 

footpaths identified as being maintained by Highways, held centrally within their record system. It 

was acknowledged that this footpath did provide a link between the outskirts of the Village and the 

Village itself from the Blakeney direction and that walking on the road way through the cutting 

would be very dangerous. Highways committed to going back to look at more records and requested 

if there was any firm or anecdotal evidence to support Highways funding repairs in the past. After 

discussion it was agreed that there was no previous recollection of any works being completed by 

Highways, although there are signs indicating it is a route to the village from the Blakeney direction 

Community 
18. To Consider Planning applications received  

P1816/14/OUT Newnham Rubber outline permission for two dwellings 
Discussions identified this was a resubmission for previous consent which has expired. 
It was Resolved “No objection” 

19. To receive a project status on the Multi Use Games Area  
The Clerk confirmed that all receipts had been forwarded to FoDDC (£1.6K) with a request for 
payment. 

20. To Receive an update on the Open Space & Embankment  transfer. 
The Clerk confirmed that he was still awaiting notification from the Solicitor that the transfer 
was complete 

21. To Receive an update on the resurfacing of the war memorial in “The Chains” 
The Clerk advised that he has sought a quotation for the preferred option of the British 
legion, but that it had not been received in time for the meeting. He committed to chasing 
the contractor RJB. 

22. To Receive an update and consider recommendations from the Burials Sub Committee. 
Due to limited space in both “The Garden of Rest” and the Burial Ground in general it was 
proposed by the Burials committee that Exclusive Rights purchased in advance be 
temporarily suspended. After discussion it was Resolved to do so. 
It was further Resolved to purchase signage requesting that dogs be kept on leads and no 
fouling in church yard would be permitted. It was also Resolved that the Clerk should 
procure 4 signs stating this policy for display at each entry point, up to a total cost of £100. 

23. To Receive an update from Cllr Mann re Christmas Lighting. 
Cllr Mann confirmed that the replacement lighting was currently being installed and that the 
switch on of the lights would take place on the 6th December 

24. To Receive an update from Cllr Firman re utilising the “Community Payback scheme”  
Cllr Firman advised that he has confirmed with the coordinator that Council wished to 
proceed and was awaiting more details of when they would be available. 

25. To further consider providing additional parking at “The Beeches” 
Cllr Kenny confirmed that he had arranged for an Architect to generate a proposed layout so 
that it could be costed. 
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26. To Receive an update on Football Club recent works grant support  

A cheque for 50% of the costs of the heating upgrade (£500) formed part of the November 
payments. After discussion it was agreed that remaining 50% would be considered under the 
appropriate S106 agenda item at the next meeting. 

27. To Consider a formal signage policy. 
After discussion it was Resolved to form a small committee to liaise with local businesses on 
signage requirements for the Village. Cllr Firman advised the meeting that during discussions 
with Highways the request for signage at The Beeches made by the Primary School was 
discussed. Highways confirmed that such a request would be objected to on the grounds of 
distraction. Any potential signage policy needs to consider the involvement of Highways. 
After further discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Mann & Walker would form the committee. 

28. To consider siting barbeque stations at “The Cliff”  
A suggestion had been made that providing Barbeque points on the old bench plinths would 
provide an amenity and hopefully prevent disposable barbeques being placed on the grass 
and benches causing damage. After much discussion it was agreed that there were a range of 
issues that could be created by such a facility and it was Resolved to pursue this suggestion 
no further. 

General Maintenance Issues: 
29. To Receive an update on Bollards replacement in the Chains. 

The order for the Bollards had been placed and a quotation from K. Morris to install them 
received. Costing of the project is included in the revised budget and funds vired to in to 
cover the expenditure. It was Resolved that the installation should be completed in one go 
rather than in two phases as previously discussed. 

30. To Receive an update the crown raising of the Copper Beech Trees .  
This work is scheduled for completion before the end of the Month 

31. To Receive an update on the removal of the Ash Tree & Ivy at the Beeches  
This work is scheduled for completion before the end of the Month 

32. To Receive an update on the following Tree issues. 
Removal of various Tree debris evident since recent storms (The Green). This work is 
scheduled for completion before the end of the Month 
Tree removal & Hedging proposal Station Road. – A completion date is awaited from the 
contractor. 

33. To Consider purchasing of suitable replacement trees for the Rabinia’s felled in the Church 
Yard. 
Part of the planning consent to remove the Rabinia Trees was that they were replaced with 
Copper Beech Trees.  The Clerk was requested to obtain a quote for the purchase and 
installation of the Trees. 

34. To Receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny regarding discussions to establish a wall 
to prevent erosion of the river bank along the boundary of the Church yard. 
Cllr Kenny has arranged for a Consultant to look at the problem (no charge) to establish what 
needs to be done so that a costing can be obtained. It was agreed that Mr Fred Larkham 
should be invited to attend along with Cllr Walker. 
The Clerk confirmed that the letter to the Diocese requesting their financial involvement in 
any planned works had not yet been sent. 

35. To Receive an update on repairs to the Bridge at “The Green” from Cllrs Mann & Walker 
This work has now been completed. 
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Other Matters 
36. To consider correspondence received to date  

There were no items of correspondence. 
37. Matters for the Next Agenda 

Production of a periodic News letter – add to next agenda. 
Allocations Plan – Cllr Bihlmeier advised the meeting that the consultation document as 
currently issued gives a poor representation of Councils input following the Public Meeting 
held in The Village. Not only was the content selectively used but the comments are 
attributed to the Clerk and not the Parish Council. It was Resolved that a response should be 
generated by Cllr Bihlmeier and once approved by Cllrs (via e-mail) it should be submitted to 
FoDDC planning at the earliest opportunity. It was further Resolved the response should also 
be submitted to the Forest Review as an open letter. 
Lockable Bollards on the Green – Add to next agenda 
Football Pitch netting fence posts in poor condition – Add to next agenda. 
Pheasant Shoot – There does not appear to be any signs announcing shoot and concerns 
were raised that the Highways act may not be complied with. The Clerk was requested to 
write to the owners of the shoot referring to last year’s discussions and requirements. 
Allotments – The plot tenant has refused to meet with Cllr Larkham to discuss the measures 
required – Noted. 
Railings at steps near Red Lion House – Add to next agenda 

The following items were also discussed at the Highways meeting 
 Paving condition outside” The Sanctuary & Post Office. 

Minor repairs have been done by Amey in the area and further work is planned to install 
bollards to prevent parking on the pavement outside both buildings. Investigation showed 
that there were a number of loose stones within a metre of the kerbside and these would be 
fixed when the bollards are installed. No date for completion of the works was provided. - 
Noted 
Cancellation of Dean Road works 
The short term notice of cancellation was discussed and it was agreed that for it to have 
been cancelled so close to the start date with no reasons given and no re-plan date provided 
was unacceptable. Highways committed to feeding this back to the team involved. This work 
along with a good deal of other projects has been postponed until the New Year. Outlooked 
date: Feb 15 - Noted 
Sunken Drain and “Giveway sign” illumination 
Both reported by Cllr Murray and repair is awaited. - Noted 
Footway Clearance Bullo to “The Haie. 
Cllr Larkham questioned if the clearance was to an acceptable standard and committed to 
reviewing this with Cllr Walker. -  Noted 
Brian advised that to prevent regrowth in future years the pathway would be weed killed 
annually. 
Hedging & Verges on bend on Village boundary towards Broadoak & Road side Unlawater 
Lane. 
Brian confirmed that Highways do recompense Parishes who cut grassed areas that are the 
responsibility of Highways. The areas debated are their responsibility and he would calculate 
an appropriate payment based on current rules which are as follows. 2 cuts per year are paid 
for and cover an area 1 metre in from the road side along the length of the affected 
highway. Payment is made at a rate of £0.04p per square metre. – Add to next agenda 

38. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
22nd December at 6.45 pm for Public Consultation followed by full Council at 7.00 p.m. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 
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