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Prior to  commencement of the meeting a minutes silence was held in memory of District 
Councillor Norman Stephens who sadly passed away since our July meeting. 
 
Public Consultation 
Allocations Development Plan – A number of concerns were expressed by members of the Public 
relating to the development of Green field sites for both housing and Solar Farms, and the visual 
impact of the development and access road on the approach from Broadoak. Additional concern 
was also raised regarding the recent Housing Needs Survey which did not identify a significant need 
for affordable homes in the Village. Concern was also expressed that such a significant amount of 
development could change the character of the Village. Consensus was that the Parish Council 
should arrange a Public meeting with representatives of the District Council (Officers and 
Councillors) to discuss this prior to the consultation input deadline of 15th Sept. 
Cllr Walker thanked those present for their input and confirmed it would be taken into account 
when the subject was discussed later in the meeting under the appropriate agenda item. He also 
suggested to Council that item 23 should be moved to follow item 6 (County & District Cllr reports) 
to allow those members of the Public with a specific interest in the subject to have it dealt with at 
the beginning of the meeting. 
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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th August 2014  at 6.55  p.m. in the W.I. 
Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs  W. Anderson, F BIhlmeier, T. Firman C. Kenny, J Larkham & R Mann 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr Leppington  + 14 members of the Public. 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr J Chapman, G. Murray  & District Cllr D. Edwards. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Bihlmeier advised those present that as a resident of Unlawater Lane he felt that he 
should take no part in the discussion or vote on that element of the discussions under Item 
23. 

3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the  28th July  2014 
It was Resolved that the minutes should be adopted and duly signed. 

4. To Receive the Clerk’s Report, all matters on Agenda 
5. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 

Play Park Rota Bounce Handles & Bark – The Clerk advised that under H & S allowances he 
had authorised the purchase of the Rota Bounce handles and the additional Bark, after 
consultation with Cllrs Walker, Firman & Larkham. The bark was due for delivery asap but as 
no credit agreement was in place with Playdale the invoice had to be paid in full prior to 
despatch to Cllr Mann. This invoice forms part of the accounts for payment within item 7. 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors –  
County Councillor Leppington advised that the “Active together” Funding program was still 
open for grant applications but to-date nothing had been received from Newnham groups. 
He urged that if there were potential grant projects they should be submitted ASAP as there 
were limited funds available. The Bullo/Haie footpath clearance was due to start in the 1st 
week of Sept. 
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Item 23 Allocations Plan review 

Prior to the start of discussions Cllr Walker proposed that Standing Orders be suspended for 
this item only to allow the Public to participate in the debate. It was Resolved to do so. 
Before general debate commenced, each Councillor was given the opportunity to present 
their views on the subject to those present. 
Key points made by various Councillors & Parishioners were that the village should be 
allowed to grow organically rather than by forced developments on Greenfield sites. The 
current plan accounts for over 60 new dwellings although the non statistical number 
generated by FoDDC planning was a need for 34. The Housing Needs Survey did not support 
a need for excessive development. 
Concerns that the cost of the access Road infrastructure would not be supported by 40 
houses, therefore the development was likely to grow substantially (possibly 60). A modest 
development of maybe 10 houses in Unlawater Lane could be supported off the existing road 
way.   
The draft response was considered well drafted, but not supported by all Councillors. This 
was based on a concern that its content did not reflect the views of the Villagers as a whole. 
The need for the Village to grow to protect the commercial Village infrastructure was 
important and the proposed developments would ensure this was achieved. 
Further concerns were raised regarding adequate Parking, the visual impact on the Village, 
Character changes to the Village and a top down drive for Housing expansion from Central 
Government was driving undesirable changes to the Village. 
After further discussion it was Resolved that a Public Meeting should be arranged. The Clerk 
was requested to arrange a meeting with Nigel Gibbons, a senior FoDDC planning Councillor 
& Cabinet member Cllr Edwards to discuss these proposals in detail. He was also instructed 
to request an extension to the feedback deadline of the 15th Sept to allow the PC’s response 
to be considered at the September meeting. 

Financial 
7. Financial Statement 

The monthly financial statement was received and Resolved to  duly approve 
After discussion it was Resolved to  retrospectively approve  order placement of Bark and a 
replacement handle for the Rota Bounce in the Play Park made by the Clerk (after 
consultation with the Chair) under H & S powers 
After discussion it was Resolved to retrospectively approve investigatory drilling made by The 
Clerk (after consultation with full Council via e-mail) to identify the culvert location to enable 
a quote for drainage corrections to be presented to the August meeting under H & S powers. 
The  August payments were received and Resolved to duly approve 
The Clerk confirmed that the Signatory approvals documentation was with Cllr Kenny for 
approval. Cllr Kenny confirmed that he had completed the documentation and was awaiting 
Cllr Chapmans information to pass to Cllrs BIlhmeier & Firman for approval (existing 
authority holders). 

Procedural  
8. To status the  Standing Orders & Financial Regulations best practice review 

The Clerk confirmed that a meeting of the Fin regs team had taken place and several 
changes were being discussed. There was also a need for an in depth understanding of the 
new banking legislation being introduced that will move away from the current cheque 
approvals process. 
The Standing order review team are currently reviewing the regulations individually and have  
a meeting planned to discuss in detail. 
Both Financial Regs and Standing Orders are being compared to NALC best practises. 
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Highways 
9. S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Station Road &  Zebra Crossing upgrades  

The feasibility study being conducted on the Pelican Crossing is due for completion at the 
end of September. 
Works to the pavement outside the George café is due to start on the 8th September. 
Consideration of the use of S106 monies to remove some of the banking off Station Road to 
form an opening with the Playing Field is being considered and Amey have been tasked to 
prepare a quote. 
Coloured pavements at the foot of the steps from Sheens Meadow into Hyde Lane is being 
considered. 

10. Members Allocation.  
Covered in County Councillor report. 

11. To Consider installing Railings at Mornington Terrace for improved pedestrian safety. 
Railings at Mornington terrace are not considered viable. Concerns were raised that the 
decision was taken without further discussion on the extent of the railings.  After discussion 
it was agreed that this should be reviewed with Highways at the next meeting. 

12. To Receive an update on the repair of Bollards in the Chains and any Conservation area 
restrictions. 
Cllr Mann reported that there were 3 Bollards broken and in need of urgent replacement. In 
total 20 Bollards need to be replaced at a purchase cost of £80 and a fitment cost of £40 per 
Bollard. It was Resolved to complete the replacement work over two Financial years. 
The Clerk was requested to check if there are any Bollards available via Highways (as has 
been suggested) and to check on a shared funding approach with Highways. Bollards on the 
Green (Plastic) were also discussed and it was agreed they should be painted black to match 
the Steel Bollards at the Chains. 

13. To Receive an update regarding the damage to paving outside the Ship Inn & Old Vicarage 
Repairs to the Pavement outside the Ship Hotel is approved but has no start date at this time. 
A resident in the area has completed some remedial work independently. 

14. To Consider a quotation for the levelling of the footpath in the Churchyard. 
It was Resolved to accept a quotation from RJB Landscaping for £700 to level the paved area 
inside the Church Yard as per the request of the Parochial Church Council. The Clerk was 
instructed to place the order and to arrange a site meeting between the contractor and the 
PCC prior to work commencing. 

15. To receive a status on clearance of Blocked Gulleys on the Service Road (High Street) 
No action has taken place to date. The Clerk was requested to obtain a status from Highways. 
The Clerk was requested to arrange the next Highways meeting with Brian Watkins where 
this and all other Highways topics could be discussed. 

Community 
16. Clock Tower  

The Clerk advised that he had been unable to arrange the Publicity Photographs to be taken 
at the Clock Tower due to the Holiday period. He committed to arranging the activity prior to 
the September meeting. 
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17. To Consider Planning applications received 

P1250//14/LBC -  4 Mornington Terrace render removal & Replacement/repainting windows 
Resolved “No Objection” 
P1234/14/TCA – The Beeches – Removal of Ash Tree at the Junction High Street & Beeches 
Road and removal of Ivy from 12 Trees 
The Clerk confirmed that this application by the PC had been withdrawn and replaced by a 
subsequent application better describing the works to be completed. The Application for the 
Copper Beeches covered by a TPO had also been submitted. 

18. To receive a project status on the Multi Use Games Area  
The Clerk confirmed he was awaiting a status from MR Leigh regarding the Purchase 
basketball & Netball nets. 
He also confirmed that the S106 funding reclaim from FoDDC could not take place until all 
the invoices had been received and paid.  

19. To Consider progress regarding the Parish Maintenance Plan. 
The Clerk was requested to arrange meeting between Abbey Trees and Cllr Walker so that a 
formal outlook of expenditure could be identified for inclusion in the plan. 

20. To Receive an update on the agreed actions by the developer  for the Open Space & 
Embankment 
With the exception of the fencing the works agreed with the developer have been 
completed. Concern was expressed by a parishioner that the wall repair had not been 
conducted to a satisfactory standard.  The Clerk was requested to contact the developer for a 
status. He was also requested to instruct Complete to implement the 1 metre cut agreed for 
the Open Space area.  

21. To Receive an update  on the current problems uploading minutes and agendas 
The Clerk confirmed that although the extra space had been procured uploading issues 
remained. After discussion it was agreed that a new website should be considered. The Clerk 
was requested to liaise with Mike Penny to investigate possible designers. 

22. To Receive an update on the resurfacing of the war memorial in “The Chains” 
Cllr Walker confirmed plans to resurface were in place pending agreement form the British 
Legion. 

23. To Receive a proposed consultation response  to the FoDDC Allocations Plan and agree its 
content and submission to FoDDC. 
Dealt with at beginning of meeting, see notes on Page 1 

24. To Consider the use of the County Speed gun (Training provided) for monitoring speeding 
through the Village  
After discussion it was agreed that use of the gun would assist in awareness and may help 
with justification for the Pelican crossing. Cllr Larkham volunteered to liaise with the PCSO 
responsible. 

25. To consider establishing a sub committee to conduct a  Burials Review and make 
recommendations with respect to Garden of Rest/ internment capacities etc. 
After discussion it was agreed that a burials sub committee should be set up to investigate a  
range of issues such as Fees/Space limitations/Garden of Rest/ regulations. The sub 
committee should also include a member of the Parochial Church Council. Cllrs Anderson & 
Firman volunteered to form the sub comm. The Clerk was instructed to request a 
representative of the PCC via Nigel Haigh. 

26. To Consider potential S106 allocations for future Housing projects 
It was agreed that the Parish Council should have a greater say in the future but nothing 
could be done until a development was in the process of being negotiated. 
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27. To Consider Christmas Lighting requirements in the Village. 

Cllr Mann expressed concern that the Rowan Tree with the lights at the top of the village will 
need to be felled leaving no other options for Xmas lights. The other light bearing tree at the 
bottom of the Village was felled last year. The only Xmas lights now in the village would be 
on the Main Tree and the uplighters. After discussion it was agreed that Cllr Mann would 
explore this further. 

28. To Consider utalising the resource available via the “Community Payback scheme”  
A variety of schemes were considered but more information on what they could become 
involved with is required. Cllr Firman said that he had tried to contact the co-ordinator but 
had yet to receive a response. 

General Maintenance Issues: 
29. To Receive an update with regard to works to relieve flooding at the Play Area.  

Two quotes have been received. One for £2860 + VAT and £3735 + VAT after discussion it was 
Resolved to allocate the contract to SDG being the cheaper quote. 
Cllr Kenny confirmed that an application at a cost of £50 needed to be made to FoDDC to 
obtain their permission to break into the culvert. 
The Clerk was instructed to advise SDG that the contract had been awarded but that they 
would need to wait until proper permission had been granted before proceeding with the 
work. 

30. To Receive an update on the Tree Preservation Order planning request for the crown 
raising of the Copper Beech trees and the Tree works application for the removal of the 
Ash Tree at “The Beeches” 
As outlined in planning a modified application has been submitted for the Ash and Willow 
and a TPO application to Crown raise the Beech trees has been submitted. After discussions 
with FoDDC planning it is clear that the TPO on two Beech trees now refers to Four as the 
original two have been felled and the TPO transferred to the replacements. 

31. To Receive an update on quotations for the seat relocation at “The Cliff” 
The benches have been moved and Cllrs who have seen them are pleased with the standard 
of work. The invoice was included in  Monthly approvals. 

32. To Receive an update from Cllr Walker regarding discussions to establish a wall to prevent 
erosion of the river bank along the boundary of the Church yard.  
After discussion it was agreed that the issue was a complicated and expensive one and that a 
sub committee was required to pursue this effectively. Cllrs Bihlmeier and Kenny volunteered 
to form the sub com. 

33. To Receive an update/quotations  on the following Tree issues. 
Removal of the dead Cherry Tree (High Street) - Complete 
Damaged Rowan Tree (High Street) – Waiting a report and quote from Abbey Trees 
Removal of the Sycamore Tree growing in wall  (Dean Road) - Waiting a report and quote 
from Abbey Trees 
Removal of various Tree debris evident since recent storms (The Green) - Waiting a report 
and quote from Abbey Trees 
Tree removal Station Road. - Waiting a report and quote from Abbey Trees 
Tree Concerns Acacia Close – Confirmed that these Trees belong to the Diocese who are 
now taking appropriate action. 

34. To Consider the condition and repair of the fence around the Pound on Dean Road 
The Clerk confirmed that he had sought a quotation from a local contractor who had failed to 
contact Cllr Bihlmeier as requested. It was suggested that he contact B.H. Cecil. 

35. To Consider next steps for the repair of the Bridge at “The Green” 
Cllrs Mann & Walker are considering next steps on the repair 
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36. To Receive an update on H & S issues identified at the Play Park 

The Clerk confirmed that all actions re Handles and Bark are WIP. The handles will be 
supplied to Cllr Mann on clearance of the invoice.  Concerns raised during recent inspections 
with regard to the splits in the timber on the climbing frame have been investigated by 
Greenfields.  During a site visit with the Clerk the representative confirmed that the splits 
were only a concern if they exceeded 10 mm which the current splits did not. He also advised 
that once the dry weather was over the splits would close back up again. Ongoing 
inspections will monitor the equipment. 

Other Matters 
37. To consider correspondence received to date 

Drainage Unlawater Lane – An e-mail from a Parishioner expressing concern at the 
continued problems of storm and foul water in Unlawater Lane was considered. The Clerk 
confirmed that after speaking to the Parishioner he had contacted Severn Trent for a status 
and problem set. ST are confident that the issue has now been resolved. The issue relates to 
silting up (up to 80% of pipe diameter) of the drainage system to a greater extent and over a 
longer area than first envisaged. This they believe is now clear and some changes at the 
Pumping Station are also being considered to ensure the problem will not reoccur during 
heavy rain. Close monitoring will be required during future flash flood situations. 
Light loss & Leaf Debris from the Copper Beeches at “The Beeches” – Concerns have been 
raised by a resident adjacent to the area relating to light loss at the property and the 
amount of leaf fall in their garden. The Clerk confirmed that these trees (as per the other 
Planning request) are covered by a TPO and prior to any plans to reduce the canopy, advice 
from FoDDC planning needed to be sought.  The Clerk committed to contacting the officer 
considering the Crown Raising application before the September meeting. 

38. Matters for the Next Agenda 
Additional Parking potential at the Beeches – Add to next agenda. 
Wall damage Garden of Rest – Clerk to chase Contractor 
Hedge cutting concerns and over strimming of Bank on Dean Road – Clerk to arrange a 
meeting with contractor and Cllrs  Firman & Larkham. 
Allotment plot condition improvement expiry Aug 31st – Add to next agenda 
Future Newsletters – Add to next agenda 

39. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
As per pre issued Schedule 29th September 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 
 


