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Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd December 2014 at 6.50 p.m. in the W.I. 
Hut, Newnham on Severn  
Present: Chair Cllr I. Walker, Cllrs W. Anderson, F Bihlmeier, T. Firman C. Kenny, J Larkham & R Mann. 
In Attendance: The Clerk, County Cllr R Leppington & District Cllr S. Phelps + 1member of the Public. 
Public Consultation 
There was no comment made by the member of the Public present 
1. To Receive  Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs J Larkham, G Murray & Cllr D. Edwards 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

None 
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on the 24th November 2014 

 It was Resolved that the minutes should be adopted and duly signed. 
4. To Receive the Clerk’s Report. 

See individual agenda items 
5. To Consider Matters Arising from Previous Parish Council meetings and not on the Agenda. 

Councillor Vacancy – FoDDC Returning Officer advised that Council plan to run with 8 
members until the May elections. 
Planning – Council decisions have been fed back to FoDDC Planning 
Garden of Rest Wall repair – The contractor has been requested once again to complete the 
works. After discussion Cllr Walker volunteered to repair the wall himself and it was further 
agreed that the contractor involved would not be invited to quote for future works within 
the Village. 
S106 reclaims for Drainage works and MUGA completion – Monies have now been 
transferred from FoDDC but VAT has also been included. As a result a repayment of £912.14 
is included in this month’s accounts for approval. 
Replacement trees Church Yard – This action is outstanding 

6. To Receive Reports from County and District Councillors –  
County Cllr Leppington – advised that the GCC budget was currently under development and 
that the plan was for Council tax to be maintained at current levels. There is however 
considerable pressure on budget generation resulting from significant cuts in expenditure 
required in the coming years to meet set targets. He also asked for Councils opinion on the 
recent survey issued by FoDDC with regard to Parish spend and income. He advised that 
Lydney Town Council had already advised FoDDC of their intention not to participate, 
questioning their reasons for requesting the information. The Clerk confirmed that he had 
received nothing directly from FoDDC, however, Cllr Firman had sent him the response from 
Lydney which he had circulated to full Council earlier that day. After discussion it was 
Resolved to place this on the January Agenda for further discussion. The Clerk was also 
requested to establish why the Parish had not received the information directly. Cllr 
Bihlmeier asked if there had been any discussion on the formation of a unitary Authority at 
GCC. Cllr Leppington confirmed that there had and the decision was that it would be an 
appropriate action to take. For this to be implemented the District Authorities would have to 
vote in favour, which they did not. 
District Cllr Phelps –advised the meeting that the Allocations Plan activity was still work in 
progress and that it was highly likely that a site meeting would be held at the WI Hut to 
review the settlement boundary change requested. Council confirmed their desire to send a 
representative to the meeting. It being unclear if the Council would be automatically invited 
(as would be the norm for a formal planning application site meeting) Cllr Phelps committed 
to advising the Clerk once a suitable date had been agreed  
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District Cllr Edwards supplied a written report in her absence. Budget preparation is ongoing 
with a commitment to maintaining Council Tax at current levels. EU LAGS funding has been 
secured for the coming year but will this time be shared with Tewksbury Council. This has 
been necessary as new criteria for applicants require a minimum resident population of at 
least 150K. FoDDC populations is only 75K. The combined populations exceed the minimum 
requirement. Martin Quayle previously Cabinet member for the Environment has now been 
replaced by Marilyn Smart. 

Financial 
7. Financial Statement   

Data registration payment of £35- The Clerk advised that this payment is a legal requirement 
for all Councils and is included in this month’s accounts for payments. However, specific  
approval was required before the accounts for payment could be approved. After discussion 
it was Resolved to duly approve the expenditure. 
Monthly financial statement. – After discussion it was Resolved to duly approve the financial 
statement. 
December 14 Payments- After discussion it was Resolved to duly approve payments. 

8. To consider training for the Clerk & Chair of Finance relating to the new financial regulation 
legislation.  After discussion it was Resolved that the Clerk should attend the training at a 
cost of £25. Cllr Firman  (Chair of Finance) is unavailable on the training day. 

Procedural  
9. To status the Standing Orders best practice review. 

Cllr Walker advised that due to the holidays of both the Clerk and Cllr Larkham a meeting had 
not been possible. A meeting before the January PC meeting would be arranged. 

Highways 
10. To Receive an update on S106 Highway proposal  Sheens Meadow/Hyde bank 

The Clerk confirmed that no further update had been received from Highways but an outlook 
of cost and a scheme had previously been promised for early spring. 

11. To Receive an update on the Zebra Crossing upgrades  
The Clerk confirmed that no further update had been received from Highways but an outlook 
of cost and a scheme had previously been promised for early spring. 

12. To Receive an update on the Station Road/Playing Field access improvements. 
The Clerk confirmed that no further update had been received from Highways but an outlook 
of cost and a scheme had previously been promised for early spring. After discussion it was 
agreed that there appeared to be no reason why in principle S106 monies could not be spent 
by the Parish and reclaimed from Highways as has been the case with other projects where 
funds have been held at FoDDC. 

13. To Receive an update on Ownership and maintenance costs of pathway through 
Churchyard from Bullo 
The Clerk confirmed that no further update had been received from Highways. 

It was further agreed that as there was no plan for a Highways meeting until February that The Clerk 
should request a status on items 10-13 prior to the January meeting and suggest that item 12 
become a Parish Project rather than a Highways project. 
 
Community 
14. To Consider Planning applications received  

P1864/14/LBC Church House High Street. Bathroom modifications – Resolved “No 
Objection” 
P1919/14/TCA Romaleyn – Removal of 7 Conifers – Resolved “No Objection” 

15. To Receive an update on the Open Space & Embankment transfer. 
The Clerk confirmed that no update had been received. 
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16. To Receive an update on the resurfacing of the war memorial in “The Chains” 

The Clerk confirmed that a quotation for £600 had been received from RJB Contractors to lay 
Flag Stones around the memorial. After discussion it was agreed that it was unclear if the 
views of the Men’s and Ladies’ section of The British Legion were unanimous re the style of 
works and what level of Financial contribution they were prepared to make. It was agreed 
that Cllr Walker would speak to both groups prior to the January meeting. 

17. To Receive an update from Cllr Firman re utilising the “Community Payback scheme”  
Cllr Firman advised that several dates in Feb and March had been identified as suitable from 
the Co-ordinator. It was agreed that any date was acceptable to Council. Cllr Firman 
committed to confirming and agreeing a start date. 

18. To further consider providing additional parking at “The Beeches” 
Cllr Kenny confirmed that an Architect’s review was due to take place prior to the Jan 
meeting. 

19. To Receive an update on a signage Policy  
Cllrs Mann & Walker confirmed that reviews of other Parish Policies and the FoDDC policy 
would be used to compile a draft ready for the January meeting. It was also discussed that 
some signage limitations can be imposed by Highways due to distraction potential to 
motorists. When discussed at the last Highways meeting it was made clear that had Council 
agreed to the signage requested by the School on “The Beeches” it would have been 
objected to by Highways. 

20. To Receive an update from the Burials committee and a status on signage procurement 
from the Clerk. 
After discussion it was agreed that access in some areas of the Church Yard should be 
restricted with no Dog access, other areas where Public Footpaths extend would need access 
to be allowed. It was Resolved that the Clerk should obtain two signs stating “No Dogs 
allowed” and a further two should be procured stating “Dogs to be kept on a lead and walked 
on footpaths only & No Fouling” 

21. To Receive a report from the Clerk regarding the communication with the Haie Shoot 
The Clerk advised that his recent letter to the Organisers of the shoot had gone unanswered. 

It was also confirmed that appropriate signage was not in place. After further discussion it 
was agreed The Clerk should reaffirm that the Council take this matter very seriously and 
that failure to provide adequate signage and take appropriate safety measures would result 
in the matter being referred to the appropriate H & S Body. Council also wished it to be made 
clear that they have no issue with the shoot itself and welcome any commercial activity in 
the area, providing it complies with all legal and safety requirements. 

22. To Consider further supporting the Football Clubs recent works from S106 funds. 
Further support for the Football Club was discussed. It was confirmed that the Cinema group 
had donated £500 to complete the repairs to the Boiler. The Clerk was requested to write to 
the FC enquiring about other projects that could be supported via S106 funding  

23. To Consider publication of a periodic Newsletter from the Parish Council 
After discussions it was agreed that Cllr Bihlmeier would establish a cost structure for a High 
Quality Newsletter. Bob Watters of Blakeney may be able to assist. Cllr Firman offered to 
compile an edition (subject headings to be supplied by Councillors) that The Clerk advised he 
could have printed FOC providing the required paper was purchased by Council. Further 
discussion are to take place at the Jan meeting. 

24. To Consider replacement of Football Pitch netting (S106 funds) 
It was agreed that the fencing in the area of the Playing Field and Football Pitch was in need 

of replacement. The Clerk was instructed to check if this fencing could be replaced using 
S106 funds. 
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25. To Consider installation of Railings at Steps near Red Lion House. 

After discussion it was agreed that this was not an issue that justified significant financial 
investment and that no further actions should be taken. 

26. To Consider a Finance Committee Proposal re the re tendering or continuation of the Grass 
cutting Contract (starting its 3rd year) 
A suggestion from the Contractor to enter a rolling annual contract with a fixed price in line 
with the current contract was reviewed by the Finance Committee. Their recommendation to 
Full Council was to continue with a three year tender process. The primary reason is that the 
expenditure on this activity is the largest single spend within the PC budget and as such 
should be regularly revisited by Tender. This proposal was accepted by Full Council as a 
sensible approach. 

27. To Consider a Finance Committee proposal re the re tendering of the Food and Beverage 
rights at “The Cliff” (entering its third year) 
After discussion at the Finance Committee the recommendation to Full Council was to 
engage the Tender process for the trading rights at the end of the current contracted 3 years. 
It was also felt there should be some additional contractual requirements including for 
example minimum opening requirements for the facility. Full Council accepted the 
suggestion and it was further agreed to address this subject in more detail towards the end 
of 2015 when the Tender process would need to be activated.  

28. To Consider the request from the Newnham History Group to pay £85 for two years storage 
of the Village Map and further consider supporting the project to photograph and frame a 
copy of the Map. The original planned for storage by Mr M Kerr.  
After discussion it was Resolved to pay the £85 storage costs as per the decision at a 
previous PC meeting. The request for support to photograph the MAP at a cost of £200 was 
discussed but not agreed at this stage. Storage of the MAP by Mr Kerr was an area of concern 
as it was felt it should be available for viewing in the Village. A suggestion was made that if 
there was sufficient height it could (with Committee and History Society agreement) be 
mounted in the “The Club” which historically was the Old Town Hall. It was further agreed 
that Cllr Firman would investigate this and report back to Council at the next meeting. The 
Clerk was requested to advise S Faircloth of storage payment and display suggestions. 

General Maintenance Issues: 
29. To Receive an update on Bollards replacement in the Chains.  

The Bollards are now due during the 2nd week of Jan. K Morris is awaiting arrival to fit them. 
30. To Consider replacement of lockable Bollards at “The Green” 

Cllrs Mann & Walker to check if they are broken or need relocking. 
31. To Receive an update on the following Tree issues. 

Removal of various Tree debris evident since recent storms (The Green) is now complete 
and invoiced in the Feb Financial statement. 
Tree removal & Hedging proposal Station Road are outstanding and due for completion 
prior to the January meeting. 

32. To Receive an update from Cllrs Bihlmeier & Kenny regarding discussions to establish a wall 
to prevent erosion of the river bank along the boundary of the Church yard. 
As a result of a visit by an Engineer accompanied by Mr F Larkham it was agreed that 
significant expenditure could be committed to without delivering substantial benefits. Signs 
of movement does show a need for a survey to be conducted. This survey will identify if 
there is significant bedrock reducing problems of erosion or a greater issue to deal with. 
After discussion it was decided that the PCC should be approached with a view to sharing the 
cost of a survey out looked at approx. £400. The Clerk was requested to contact them. 
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33. To Receive an update on Highways responsibilities to fund some Highways verge cutting 

conducted by the PC contractor. 
No further information has been received. The Clerk was requested to chase Highways 

Other Matters 
34. To consider correspondence received to date  

After consideration a request from the Newnham Community Library to support the 
installation of Street Lighting outside the Armoury Hall was rejected. It was felt that the plan 
to install a light on the Hall itself would be sufficient in this area. The Clerk was requested to 
advise the Library group via Mike Penny of their decision. 

35. Matters for the Next Agenda 
Fencing missing Open Space – Cllr Anderson to investigate 
Churchyard Tree works – Various Tree works identified in Churchyard with Quotes approved 
from Abbey Tree Services remain un actioned – Add to maintenance Plan 
Grass Cutting Issues and annual Review – Clerk to arrange a meeting and add to the agenda 
for Jan  

36. To Confirm date & time of next meeting 
26th Jan 6.45 pm for Public Consultation. 7.00 pm for PC meeting 
 

On conclusion of business the Chair thanked Council for their actions during 2014 and wished all 
present a Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 


